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Trump to host Erdogan amid Syria threats 


By Robert Burns 
AND Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A day after 
threatening Turkey with economic 
ruin if it goes too far in invading 
northern Syria, President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday that he and 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er¬ 
dogan will meet at the White House 


next month. 

The announcement came one day 
after Trump publicly warned Tur¬ 
key it would be in “big trouble” if any 
American troops in Syria are injured 
during a military operation Turkey is 
preparing to launch against Kurdish 
fighters who had been allied with the 
United States against Islamic State 
militants. 

The White House earlier this week 


announced plans to move U.S. troops 
out of harm’s way in northern Syria 
because it seemed that Turkey was 
intent on moving into Syria to con¬ 
front Kurdish fighters that it claims 
are terrorists that threaten its nation¬ 
al security. 

The decision was roundly criticized 
by some of the president’s staunchest 
Republican allies in Congress and 
Democrats who said Trump’s deci¬ 


sion to move the U.S. troops cleared 
the way for a Turkish invasion and 
risks the release of thousands of ISIS 
fighters and their families detained 
in Syria. Trump on Monday defend¬ 
ed the decision, saying he was fulfill¬ 
ing a campaign promise to withdraw 
from “endless war” in the Middle 
East, and he warned Turkey that he 
SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 5 
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Program gives enlisted 
sailors new way to advance 



Ryan Delcore/U.S. Navy 


A sailor is pinned to petty officer first class during a frocking 
ceremony at Naval Air Facility Misawa, Japan, in 2016. The Navy has 
announced a new way for enlisted saiiors to become a petty officer 



Sarah Dowe/U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Staff Sgt. Sebastian Godsey plays a video game with airmen 
at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va., on Sept. 18. The Games to Grunts 
program allows active-duty troops to download free video games. 

Plan offers free video game 
downloads to troops, vets 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy made permanent this 
month a pilot program that allows 
petty officers second class in cer¬ 
tain high-demand career fields 
to advance to petty officer first 
class. 

To qualify under the Advance- 
to-Position program, or A2P, 
petty officers second class must 
complete necessary training and 
be within 12 months of transfer¬ 
ring to a new command, the chief 
of Naval Personnel said Monday 
in an announcement. 

Sailors selected for A2P billets 
are eligible to wear the petty of¬ 
ficer first class rank insignia, a 
practice called frocking, when 
they complete all schools and 
training for the position, the state¬ 
ment said. They will be advanced 
to the E-6 pay grade when they 
check into their new duty station. 

The eligible career billets 
haven’t been finalized but are 
likely to be mostly within opera¬ 
tional and technical ratings. Naval 
Personnel spokesman Lt. Cmdr. 
Adam Cole said in an email. 

The Navy is planning to have a 
tentative list of billets by the end 
of the week, with a finalized list 
Oct. 25 available for sailor appli¬ 
cations online at CMS-ID, the Na¬ 
vy’s career management system. 
Cole said. 

The Navy will primarily con¬ 
sider ratings where there are 
large numbers of unfilled E-6 bil¬ 
lets open and sufficient numbers 


first class. 

of E-5s available to advance with¬ 
out adversely affecting manning 
at the E-5 level. Cole said. 

Eligible candidates must have 
taken the E-6 exam with posted 
results. 

Only active-duty sailors are 
eligible for the program and they 
may apply to sea-duty billets re¬ 
gardless of their sea and shore 
duty rotation. 

However, sailors on shore duty 
who are due to rotate to sea duty 
will not be considered for shore 
duty billets in this program. 


Petty Officer 1st Class Shawn 
Fuller, a Navy career counselor at 
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, told 
Stars and Stripes by phone Tues¬ 
day that the program is “a great 
opportunity for sailors to fill pri¬ 
ority jobs and make rank.” 

Interested sailors can get more 
details by talking with their ca¬ 
reer counselors or by visiting the 
MyNavy portal at https://my.navy. 
mil. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Joshua 
Karsten contributed to this report. 
godboid.theron@stripes.com 
Twitter @GodboidTheron 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

Active-duty servicemembers 
and veterans can expand their 
Steam video game library free 
through the Games to Grunts 
program from a nonprofit called 
Operation Supply Drop. 

Games to Grunts is offering 
digital download codes for sev¬ 
eral titles, including the most 
recent additions to the fighting- 
game franchise titans Tekken 7 
and SoulCalibur 6. 

However, only a limited num¬ 
ber of codes and games are avail¬ 
able, according to a program 
announcement. 

Some of the most popular ti¬ 
tles have already gone quickly. 
Those include Gears of War 4, a 
third-person shooter that follows 
a conflict between humanity and 
a race of ravenous subterranean 
reptilian hominids known as the 


Locust Horde. The latest edition 
of the series. Gears of War 5, was 
released Sept. 10. 

To redeem the free game codes, 
gamers need a military ID to 
register for an account at games- 
togrunts.weareosd.org. 

OSD defines itself as a “veteran 
support ecosystem” that supports 
programs in social connectiv¬ 
ity, professional development and 
community service, according to 
its website. 

“We’ve become experts at put¬ 
ting games in the hands of troops 
and have learned a lot while dis¬ 
tributing over 1 million games 
since 2010,” OSD states on its 
Games to Grunts program page. 

Steam is an online video 
game distribution platform cre¬ 
ated by Valve Corp. for personal 
computers. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 
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Lawmaker: Leaving Open Skies Treaty Yeckiess' 


The United States should prepare for the challenge that 
Russia presents — not abandon mechanisms that [are] an 
important tool in maintaining surveillance on Russia. ^ 

Rep. Eliot Engel 

D-N.Y. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A US. with¬ 
drawal from a pact that allows the Rus¬ 
sian military to be monitored from the air 
would divide allies and empower Moscow, 
a top American lawmaker warned after 
what he said were reports that the Trump 
administration is considering quitting the 
Open Skies Treaty. 

Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
warned in a letter Monday to national se¬ 
curity adviser Robert O’Brien that leaving 
the 17-year-old accord would be a “reck¬ 
less action” and “only benefit Russia.” 

“NATO allies and partners, and Ukraine 
in particular, have repeatedly stressed 
the importance of the Open Skies Treaty 
for their efforts to monitor Russia’s mili¬ 
tary,” Engel wrote in a letter prompted by 
reports that the White House plans to quit 
the deal. “Withdrawal risks dividing the 
transatlantic alliance and would further 
undermine America’s reliability as a sta¬ 


ble and predictable partner when it comes 
to European security.” 

Consultations with Congress and allies 
are essential before any attempt to pull out 
of the treaty or alter the terms of it, said 
Engel. He did not elaborate on what reports 
said that the White House was leaning to¬ 
ward pulling out of the treaty. The Trump 
administration has not publicly stated that 
it intends to back out of the accord. 

Some Russia hawks aligned with the 
administration have said that the White 
House should withdraw. Sen. Tom Cotton, 
R-Ark., called the treaty outdated and said 
it “favors Russia” in a brief statement last 
year. 


The treaty, which took effect in 2002, al¬ 
lows the 34 countries that have signed it to 
conduct short-notice, unarmed reconnais¬ 
sance flights over the others’ territories 
to monitor military forces and activities. 
Member countries must allow a certain 
number of overflights of their territory 
each year. 

The aim is to enhance military transpar¬ 
ency between nations, but tension exists 
between the US. and Russia over how the 
agreement is being implemented. 

Washington has complained that Mos¬ 
cow has restricted flights over Russia’s 
military hub in Kaliningrad, a small ex¬ 
clave squeezed between NATO members 


Poland and Lithuania. The U.S. has re¬ 
sponded by putting restrictions on some 
Russian flights over U.S. territory. 

Engel said he supports maintaining 
certain restrictions on Russian flights in 
response to Moscow denying access to Ka¬ 
liningrad and to the breakaway Georgian 
territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

“But it is clear that these implementation 
concerns do not rise to the level of mate¬ 
rial breach of the Treaty, an excuse that is 
being peddled as the potential reason for 
withdrawal,” Engel wrote. 

The treaty “continues to serve American 
national security interests and is particu¬ 
larly important as a check against further 
Russian aggression against Ukraine,” he 
said. 

“The United States should prepare for 
the challenge that Russia presents — not 
abandon mechanisms that [are] an impor¬ 
tant tool in maintaining surveillance on 
Russia.” 


vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 


Navy F/A-18C Hornet 
makes final flight 





Nikita Custer/U.S. Navy 


The last Navy F/A-18C Hornet assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron 106 makes its official final active- 
duty flight at Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, Va., on Oct. 2. 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The last 
Navy F/A-18C Hornet flew for 
the final time at Naval Air Station 
Oceana in Virginia Beach, Va., 
last week, according to the Navy. 

The last F/A-18C Hornet, num¬ 
ber 300, was flown Oct. 2 by Lt. 
Andrew Jalali, who was born in 
1988, the same year that the air¬ 
craft completed its first Navy ac¬ 
ceptance check flight, according 
to a Navy news release. 

The F/A-18C is a single-seat, 
strike-fighter aircraft. The air¬ 
frame has been flown by the 
Navy’s Blue Angels Flight Dem¬ 
onstration Squadron, but in 2021 
they will transition to the F/A- 
18E/F Super Hornets, the succes¬ 
sors of the F/A-18A and F/A-18C, 
according to Popular Mechanics 
magazine. 

Aircraft number 300 was as¬ 
signed to Strike Fighter Squad¬ 


ron 106 at Naval Air Station Cecil 
Field, Fla., which trains naval pi¬ 
lots on how to fly the F/A-18 Super 
Hornets. It had been with the unit 
for its 31 years of service. 

The aircraft will now be 
“stripped of all its usable parts 
and be scrapped,” according to 
the Navy. 

Last April, the Navy announced 
the F/A-18C’s retirement after its 
last deployment aboard the air¬ 
craft carrier USS Carl Vinson in 
the Pacific Ocean. 

“The aircraft and her pilots 
have contributed to every mqjor 
combat operation ranging from 
the 1998 Operation Desert Fox in 
Iraq to Operation Enduring Free¬ 
dom in Afghanistan to the ongo¬ 
ing Operation Inherent Resolve 
in Syria and Iraq,” Cmdr. Thomas 
Bodine, the Navy’s federal execu¬ 
tive fellow to the Chicago Council 
on Global Affairs, said in April. 
“The [F/A-18C’s] departure from 


the Navy’s operational roster 
marks an end of an era.” 

The F/A-18C will still be flown 
by the Marine Corps, according 
to Bodine. 


For the past year, 50 F/A-18 
Hornets from Strike Fighter 
Squadron 106 have been trans¬ 
ferred to Navy Reserve and U.S. 
Marine Corps aviation units. 


and some of them have been pre¬ 
served in case they are needed in 
the future, according to the Navy. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Air Force colonel pleads guilty to child pornography charges 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

An Air Force colonel pleaded 
guilty Friday to receiving child 
pornography online and taking 
photos of underage girls without 
their consent, according to the 
Department of Justice. 

Col. Mark Visconi, 48, of Fair¬ 
fax, Va., used an online bulletin 
board dedicated to sharing illegal 
images of minors between Novem¬ 
ber 2015 and June 2016, according 
to a press release from the Justice 
Department’s Criminal Division 
and the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
the Eastern District of Virginia. 
A forensic review of his laptop 



Visconi 

Titles indicated he download¬ 
ed videos of girls as young as 
3 years old, according to court 
documents. 

In another, investigators noted 
the girl had a pillowcase with 
characters from the animated 


film “Beauty and the Beast.” 

The plea documents also noted 
Visconi used his cellphone to 
create more than 440 pictures 
focused on the clothed buttocks 
of minor girls, according to the 
release. 

In a smaller subset of those pic¬ 
tures, Visconi appeared to take 
“upskirting” images of some of 
the girls, who did not appear to 
know that pictures were being 
taken. 

Sentencing for Visconi is sched¬ 
uled for Jan. 31 with U.S. District 
Judge T.S. Ellis HI of the Eastern 
District of Virginia. Visconi faces 
five to 20 years in prison and must 
register as a sex offender, accord¬ 


ing to court documents. 

The charges against Visconi 
were filed in federal court Aug. 
28. 

A special operations pilot with 
two Bronze Star medals, Visconi 
most recently served as the chief 
of the Counter-Small Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems Task Force at 
the Pentagon. 

He commissioned in June 1993 
after graduation from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy, according to 
his service record. 

Other decorations in his service 
record include the Defense Supe¬ 
rior Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit, two Meritorious Service 
Medals, seven Air Medals, two 


Air Force Commendation Med¬ 
als and the Aerial Achievement 
Medal. 

A 2007 Air Force press release 
highlights Visconi, then a mqjor, 
for earning the Air Force Acade¬ 
my’s Col. James Jabara Award for 
Airmanship, which he received 
after flying 106 combat sorties 
and 136 combat hours in Iraq. 
Aside from training Iraqi pilots, 
Visconi is also an Arabic linguist, 
according to the press release. 

Information regarding his 
standing in the Air Force was un¬ 
available Monday. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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US and Philippine forces set for exercise 



Toni Burton/U.S. Navy 

Amphibious assault vehicles carrying Marines from 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment depart the USS 
Germantown in preparation for Kamandag driils in Subic Bay, Philippines, on Monday. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. and Philippine forces will 
practice amphibious operations, 
live-fire training, urban combat, 
aviation ops and counterterror¬ 
ism during the third-annual Ka¬ 
mandag exercise on the islands of 
Luzon and Palawan. 

The activities at this month’s 
Kamandag — scheduled for 
Wednesday through Oct. 18 — 
will represent an increase in mil¬ 
itary capability and demonstrate 
the ability to deploy forces in the 
event of a crisis or natural disas¬ 
ter, the U.S. Embassy in Manila 
said in a statement Monday. 

Kamandag — short for “Kaag- 
apay Ng Mga Mandirigma Ng 
Dagat,” or “Cooperation of War¬ 
riors of the Sea” — will also in¬ 
volve Japan Self-Defense Forces 
conducting humanitarian assis¬ 
tance and disaster relief missions 
with U.S. and Philippine troops, 
the embassy said in its statement. 

About 1,850 troops — 1,400 
Americans, 350 Filipino and 100 
Japanese — will be involved in 
the drills, according to informa¬ 
tion provided by the embassy 
Tuesday. 

U.S. participants include the 
Okinawa-based III Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Force and the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit out 
of Camp Pendleton, Calif Ships 
include two San Diego-based am¬ 
phibious vessels, the USS Boxer 
and the USS John P. Murtha, 
along with the Sasebo, Japan- 
based dock landing ship USS 
Germantown. 

“New for this year’s KAMAN¬ 
DAG, US., Philippine, and Japa¬ 
nese forces will conduct assault 
amphibious vehicle training to¬ 
gether,” the embassy said in its 
statement. 

“It will also be the first to in¬ 
clude U.S. and Philippine low- 
altitude air defense training and 
threat reaction training.” 

Manila, which has clashed with 
Beijing over island territory in the 
South China Sea, is expanding its 
amphibious capability. Last year. 


the Philippine navy commis¬ 
sioned a second sealift vessel, 
called the BRP Davao del Sur. 

Last month, Philippine ma¬ 
rines trained for the first time 
with eight amphibious armored 
vehicles purchased from South 
Korean company Hanwha De¬ 
fense, according to Jane’s De¬ 
fense Weekly. 

The vehicles, like those operat¬ 
ed by U.S. Marines and the Japan 
Ground Self-Defense Force, can 
each carry up to 25 troops and 
can be armed with a 40 mm au¬ 
tomatic grenade launcher and 
a 12.7 mm machine gun, as well 
as smoke grenade launchers, ac¬ 
cording to Jane’s. 

Kamandag will also feature 


health and community relations 
events throughout Luzon, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

“The purpose is to exchange 
information on hygiene skills, 
life support, first response, and 
safety protocols, as well as con¬ 
duct religious ministry, primary 
education and athletic events,” 
the statement said. 

It’s unclear whether the exer¬ 
cise has been boosted since last 
year, Carl Baker, executive direc¬ 
tor of Pacific Forum think tank 
in Hawaii, said in a telephone in¬ 
terview Tuesday. “The media in 
the Philippines don’t have much 
about it. It’s sort of a nonevent in 
the Philippines.” 

However, local reporters were 


interested in a recent exercise 
involving about 500 paratroop¬ 
ers from the U.S. and Philippine 
armies who parachuted onto 
Luzon late last month. 

The Manila Bulletin newspa¬ 
per posted video on its website of 
some of the soldiers jumping out 
of planes over Basa Air Base on 
Sept. 22. 

“This training will enhance 
our troops’ technical expertise 
in airborne operations, enabling 
our combat units to better re¬ 
spond to future contingency 
operations and other security 
challenges,” Lt. Gen. Macairog 
Alberto, commanding general of 
the Philippines’ army, said of the 
“friendship jump,” according to 


the newspaper. 

The embassy’s statement on 
Kamandag doesn’t mention the 
2014 Enhanced Defence Coop¬ 
eration Agreement, which allows 
the U.S. military to construct fa¬ 
cilities, position defense assets 
and deploy troops on a rotational 
basis on five Philippine military 
bases. 

Last month. Pacific Air Forc¬ 
es commander Gen. Charles Q. 
Brown told reporters in Hawaii 
that the Pentagon is consider¬ 
ing expanding beyond the five 
locations. 

“There is discussion about try¬ 
ing to do maybe more sites,” he 
said. “I think it’s important that 
we actually make sure we get the 
initial sites right.” 

However, to date, the only fa¬ 
cility built is a “Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief 
warehouse” at Cesar Basa Air 
Base that opened on Luzon in 
January. 

“There doesn’t seem to be a lot 
of movement in terms of actual 
construction,” Baker said. 

There may be more engage¬ 
ment between U.S. and Philippine 
forces but “they have gone away 
from the big, splashy exercises,” 
he said. 

Kamandag replaced 

PHIBLEX, an annual amphibi¬ 
ous landing exercise that involved 
1,500 U.S. troops and 500 Filipino 
servicemembers, in 2017. 

The exercise was established 
after Philippine President Ro¬ 
drigo Duterte — then at odds 
with the U.S. and Europe over 
his crackdown on drug dealers 
— called for U.S. special opera¬ 
tors to leave Mindanao Island and 
advocated scrapping future drills 
with U.S. forces. 

However, the special operators 
remained to help Filipinos battle 
Islamic militants, and a scaled- 
down version of the annual Ba- 
likatan exercise between the U.S. 
and Philippines went ahead that 
year. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


US, Taiwan sign agreement to formalize consular functions 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

The United States and Taiwan recently 
formalized what already occurs in prac¬ 
tice: routine consular functions such as 
prisoner visits and arrest and death notifi¬ 
cations involving their citizens. 

John Norris, managing director of the 
American Institute in Taiwan, and Louis 
Huang, of the Taipei Economic and Cul¬ 
tural Representative Office in the US., 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
Sept. 13 that establishes standard consular 
functions, according to a statement on the 
institute website. 

The institute is a nonprofit, private corpo¬ 
ration funded by the State Department and 
established in 1979 after the U.S. switched 
its diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to 
Beijing, according to the institute website. 
Congress maintains oversight over what is 
often referred to as the de facto U.S. em¬ 


bassy on the island. The Taipei representa¬ 
tive office is the Taiwan equivalent in the 
United States. 

The U.S. acknowledges the Chinese view 
that it has sovereignty over Taiwan, which 
split from the mainland in 1949 and is 
self-governing. 

However, the U.S. regards the status of 
Taiwan as unsettled and supports the is¬ 
land with arms sales and other measures, 
such as by steaming warships through the 
Taiwan Strait that separates the island 
from China. 

Experts say the agreement is the latest 
step in a renewed focus on improving rela¬ 
tions with Taiwan. 

“I think it extends well beyond the trade 
war, and there are a number of areas where 
both the U.S. administration and both 
houses of Congress have taken new inter¬ 
est in improving relations with Taiwan,” 
said Carl Baker, executive director of the 


Pacific Forum think tank in Hawaii. “I do 
think that it is not so much supporting the 
sovereignty of Taiwan as it is a general shift 
in the U.S. to seeing Taiwan in geo-strate- 
gic terms in the context of China’s growing 
military strength in the Asia-Pacific.” 

The Solomon Islands drew the ire of the 
Trump administration last month after it 
cut ties with Taipei in favor of establish¬ 
ing diplomatic relations with Beijing. The 
Solomon Islands was the largest Pacific 
nation aligned with Taiwan, according to 
Reuters news agency. 

The memorandum is the latest move to 
strengthen ties between Taiwan and the 
U.S. under President Donald Trump. 

The U.S. approved a $2.2 billion arms 
sale to Taiwan on July 8, reportedly for 108 
American-made M1A2T Abrams tanks 
and 250 Stinger missiles, which angered 
and drew threats of sanctions from China, 
Voice of America reported. Defense offi¬ 


cials have also proposed streamlining the 
process to make future arms sales quicker 
and easier. Taiwan has also agreed to pur¬ 
chase 66 F-16 fighters, pending congres¬ 
sional approval. 

In the past, Beijing has expressed con¬ 
sternation at any actions that appear to 
recognize Taiwan, which it claims as part 
of its territory, as a separate country. 

“This MOU builds on the strong people- 
to-people ties shared by the United States 
and Taiwan,” according to the institute 
statement. “Since the signing of the Tai¬ 
wan Relations Act 40 years ago, AIT and 
TECRO have worked to encourage deeper 
cooperation between our two societies, 
and today’s MOU is the latest reflection 
of these efforts and the rich, multidimen¬ 
sional relationship enjoyed by the United 
States and Taiwan.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
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Lefteris Pitarakis/AP 


Turkish soldiers man artillery pieces holding their positions near the border with Syria in Sanliurfa 
province, Turkey, on Tuesday. 


Syria: Turkey’s vice president says his country 
won’t bow to threats and will ‘set our own limits’ 



Ahmad Baderkhan/AP 


Wounded Kurdish fighters hold portraits of comrades who were 
killed while fighting Islamic State militants during a demonstration 
Monday in front the United Nations building in Qamishli, northeast 
Syria, against an anticipated Turkish incursion. 

Trump ally Robertson 
decries pullout decision 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

would ruin its economy if any 
American personnel are harmed. 

On Tuesday, Trump sent a se¬ 
ries of tweets that stirred con¬ 
fusion about the U.S.-Turkey 
relationship. He sent tweets de¬ 
fending Ankara as a big trading 
partner of the U.S., supplying 
steel for F-35 fighter jets. 

“We may be in the process of 
leaving Syria, but in no way have 
we Abandoned the Kurds, who 
are special people and wonderful 
fighters,” Trump said. “Likewise 
our relationship with Turkey, a 
NATO and Trading partner, has 
been very good. 

“Turkey already has a large 
Kurdish population and fully 
understands that while we only 
had 50 soldiers remaining in that 
section of Syria, and they have 
been removed, any unforced or 
unnecessary fighting by Turkey 
will be devastating to their econ¬ 
omy and to their very fragile cur¬ 
rency. We are helping the Kurds 
financially/weapons! ” 

Trump said he would welcome 
Erdogan to the White House on 
Nov. 13. 

On Monday, two senior State 
Department officials made a point 
of noting that while the Turks had 
highlighted the invitation in their 
readout of the call, the previous 
night’s White House statement 
had not included any reference to 
an Erdogan visit to Washington. 
They said the Turkish readout 
was not incorrect but suggested 
that the omission of the trip from 
the White House statement was 
an indication of Trump’s unhap¬ 
piness with Erdogan’s plans for 
an operation against the Kurds. 

Turkey’s vice president said his 
country won’t bow to threats in 
an apparent response to Trump’s 
warning to Ankara about the 
scope of its planned military in¬ 
cursion into Syria. 

Fuat Oktay said in a speech 
Tuesday that Turkey is intent on 
combating Syrian Kurdish fight¬ 
ers across its border in Syria and 
on creating a zone that would 
allow Turkey to resettle Syr¬ 
ian refugees there. Oktay said, 
“Where Turkey’s security is con¬ 
cerned, we determine our own 
path but we set our own limits.” 


By Kim Bellware 
The Washington Post 

Televangelist Pat Robert¬ 
son, founder of the Christian 
Broadcasting Network, is the 
latest of President Donald 
Trump’s longtime supporters 
to decry the president’s deci¬ 
sion to abandon the U.S.’ Kurd¬ 
ish allies in Syria as Turkish 
forces approach. 

“I believe ... the president 
of the United States is in dan¬ 
ger of losing the mandate of 
heaven if he permits this to 
happen,” Robertson said dur¬ 
ing the Monday episode of his 
CBN show, “The 700 Club.” 

In his unusually fiery criti¬ 
cism of Trump, Robertson 
said he was “appalled” by the 
president’s decision, implying 
it was a betrayal to Kurdish 
allies. Robertson went on to 


invoke the Armenian geno¬ 
cide, in which the Turkish 
government killed thousands 
of Armenian Christians amid 
World War I, and the killing 
of The Washington Post col¬ 
umnist Jamal Khashoggi, who 
was assassinated last year in a 
Saudi consulate in Turkey. 

“The president, who allowed 
Khashoggi to be cut into piec¬ 
es without any repercussions 
whatsoever, is now allowing 
the Christians and the Kurds 
to be massacred by the Turks,” 
Robertson said. He also criti¬ 
cized Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan — with whom 
Trump has friendly rapport — 
as a “thug” and a “dictator.” 

“Now, our government is 
saying you have a free hand to 
go into Syria, take out the dem¬ 
ocratic forces and take out the 
Kurds,” Robertson said. 


Senior al-Qaida 
leader killed in 
US-Afghan raid 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A re¬ 
gional al-Qaida leader was killed 
in a joint raid by US. and Afghan 
forces last month, Afghan intelli¬ 
gence officials said Tuesday. 

Asim Omar, the head of al- 
Qaida in the Indian Subconti¬ 
nent, and six other terrorists 
were killed during an operation 
in southern Helmand province on 
Sept. 23, Afghanistan’s National 
Directorate of Security said on 
Twitter. 

The overnight raid in Musa 
Qala was reported last month 
after Afghans alleged it had killed 
as many as 40 civilians returning 
from a wedding ceremony. The 
US. blamed the deaths on al- 
Qaida explosives and weapons but 
said it was investigating the mat¬ 
ter with the Afghan government. 

At the time, NDS said at least 
six al-Qaida terrorists “embed¬ 
ded within a Taliban unit in their 
hideout” had been killed, includ¬ 
ing a courier between Omar and 
al-Qaida leader and co-founder 
Ayman al-Zawahiri and a local 
explosives expert. 

Seventeen Taliban insurgents 
were also killed, including “lead¬ 
ers from various districts,” and 14 
Taliban fighters were captured, 
NDS said on Twitter a day after 
the raid. 

The agency also posted photos 
of material that was seized during 
the raid, including night vision 
goggles, homemade explosives, 
a suicide vest, hand grenades 
and a motorcycle rigged with 
explosives. 

The incident may indicate that 
the two terrorism groups still 
maintain ties, despite Tahban 
vows in recent peace talks with 
US. officials to distance itself from 
al-Qaida, which is responsible for 
the 9/11 attacks on the US. 

A U.S.-led coalition invaded 
Afghanistan 18 years ago this 
week to overthrow the Taliban 
regime, which harbored the ter¬ 
rorist group founded by Osama 
bin Laden. While US. officials 
believe al-Qaida in Afghanistan 
to be a considerably smaller force 
than the Taliban, unilateral and 
joint U.S. and Afghan raids con¬ 
tinue to target the group as part of 
a counterterrorism mission there. 

A branch of the core bin Laden- 
founded terrorist group, al-Qaida 
in the Indian Subcontinent has 
been providing direct assistance 
to Taliban fighters on the ground, 
including targeted assassinations 
and improvised explosive devices, 
Seth G. Jones, a political scientist 
at the Center for Strategic and In¬ 
ternational Studies specializing in 
counterinsurgency and counter¬ 


terrorism, said earlier this year. 

The offshoot, which has claimed 
responsibility for attacks in Paki¬ 
stan and Bangladesh, was an¬ 
nounced by al-Zawahiri in a video 
statement uncovered in late 2014. 
It was intended to take the fight 
beyond the central group’s moun¬ 
tain strongholds, into Myanmar 
and India. Unlike the core group’s 
mainly Arab leaders, Omar was 
an Indian national, the Congres¬ 
sional Research Service said in a 
February report. 

Saleh Mohammad, a mid-level 
Taliban commander in the prov¬ 
ince, told Stars and Stripes last 
month he was unaware of any al- 
Qaida fighters in the area of the 
Sept. 23 Helmand raid. 

“I swear, I have not seen or 
heard about any al-Qaida mem¬ 
bers in the area,” he said. “I 
believe there are some Taliban 
fighters from other countries, but 
the last time I saw al-Qaida was 
like seven years ago.” 


Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

weliman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwweilman 
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Entry 
airmen 
receive 
new OCP 

By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

Air Force recruits in basic 
training are now being issued 
the new Operational Camouflage 
Pattern uniform, which is part 
of a larger change in uniforms 
throughout the service. 

Initial entry airmen at the 37th 
Training Wing in Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, Texas, were 
the first to be issued the OCP, 
the Air Force said in a statement 
Monday. 

New recruits issued the prior 
uniform will have to buy them 
with their clothing allowance. 

“Trainees who are here in [Air- 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — A U.S. Air Force F-16 fight¬ 
er jet crashed Tuesday afternoon 
near the German town of Zem- 
mer-Rodt, Air Force and German 
officials said. 

The pilot ejected safely and was 
recovered with minor injuries, of¬ 
ficials at Spangdahlem Air Base 
said in a statement. The aircraft, 
which was on a routine training 
flight, was assigned to the 480th 
Fighter Squadron, 52nd Fighter 
Wing, at Spangdahlem, the state¬ 
ment said. 

Several people called the Ger¬ 
man police in Trier at about 
3:15 p.m. to report that a plane 
had crashed, the police said in a 
statement. 

The plane went down in an un¬ 


men Battle Uniforms] will contin¬ 
ue to wear them throughout their 
time here and [the uniforms] will 
be replaced when they get their 
clothing allowance,” said Ber¬ 
nadette Cline, clothing issue su¬ 
pervisor for the 502nd Logistics 
Readiness Squadron. 

The new uniform pattern will 
become standard for the Air 
Force by April 1, 2021, the Air 
Force said last year. 

The next m^or deadline is 


inhabited area, a few miles south 
of Spangdahlem and north of the 
city of Trier, the statement said. 
Police cordoned off the area and 
shut down several roads. 

There were unconfirmed re¬ 
ports of spills of aviation fuel. 

Spangdahlem is conducting 
a base readiness exercise this 
week, testing its ability to func¬ 
tion in a wartime environment. 

Tuesday’s crash was the fifth 
involving planes out of the base 
in Germany’s Rhineland-Pfalz 
region since 2002. 

Capt. Luke Johnson of the 52nd 
Fighter Wing died that year when 
his F-16 crashed near the base 
as he was returning from a night 
training mission. 

In 2006, an F-16 from Spangda¬ 
hlem went down in a field just out¬ 
side a small village near the base 
when the pilot ran out of fuel after 


June 1, when airmen will be re¬ 
quired to wear Coyote brown 
boots and T-shirts instead of the 
Desert Sand color worn now, the 
Air Force Personnel Center said 
on its website. 

The shift means airmen will 
no longer have to wear the OCP 
uniform during deployments and 
then change to the ABU for gar¬ 
rison duty. 

“I think the biggest value is 
going to be the thought that they 


reporting problems with his land¬ 
ing gear. First Lt. Trevor Merrell 
was able to eject safely and only 
sustained minor injuries. An in¬ 
vestigation concluded that the ac¬ 
cident was caused by pilot error, 
but a “visual illusion” that made 
Merrell think he was approach¬ 
ing Spangdahlem’s runway too 
high was a contributing factor. 

In 2011, Lt. Col. Scott Hurrel- 
brink ejected just seconds before 
his A-10 Thunderbolt II crashed 
in a field near the town of Laufeld, 
around 20 miles northeast of 
Spangdahlem. Investigators de¬ 
termined that poor weather, the 
pilot’s lack of recent experience 
flying in close formation in heavy 
clouds and procedural errors on 
the part of the pilot and the flight 
lead contributed to the crash. 

In 2015, an F-16 out of Spang¬ 
dahlem crashed near the Bavar- 


Sarayuth Pinthong/U.S. Air Force 

first operational camouflage 


aren’t required to have two uni¬ 
forms anymore once they convert 
to a uniform that is for deploy¬ 
ment and day-to-day work,” said 
Donald Cooper, Air Force initial 
clothing issue chief for the 502nd 
Logistics Readiness Squadron. 

The Air Force’s move follows 
the Army’s recent transition from 
the digital Universal Camouflage 
Pattern to the OCP uniform. 

dennis.chrfstopher@stripes.com 



ian city of Bayreuth. The aircraft 
had experienced engine failure 
and the pilot was unable to restart 
the engine prior to ejecting, an 
Air Force investigation found. 

Jennifer Svan and Karin Zeitvogel con¬ 
tributed to this report. 
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 


Drill pairs 
2nd, Gth 
fleets for 
first time 

By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

A group of warships is conduct¬ 
ing tactical drills and security 
operations in the Mediterranean 
as part of the first coordinated 
deployment between the 2nd and 
6th fleets. 

The two fleets working together 
“contributes to ... our naval forc¬ 
es’ ability to address challenges 
and threats to safety and secu¬ 
rity,” Adm. James Foggo, com¬ 
mander of Naval Forces Europe 
and Africa, said in a statement. 

This is the first deployment for 
the 2nd Fleet since it reached op¬ 
erational capacity in May. 

The fleet sailed without the air¬ 
craft carrier USS Harry S. Tru¬ 
man, which remained in port to 
undergo repairs for an electrical 
malfunction. 

A Surface Action Group com¬ 
prising the destroyers USS 
Lassen and USS Farragut left 
Norfolk, Va., last month and were 
joined en route to European wa¬ 
ters by the destroyer USS Forrest 
Sherman and the cruiser USS 
Normandy. 

A SAG typically is a tempo¬ 
rary stand-in for a carrier strike 
group. 

The 2nd Fleet was restored last 
year as a scaled-down version of 
the Cold War-era naval force that 
was mothballed in 2011 because 
of budget cuts. 

One of the fleet’s primary 
missions is to bolster the U.S. 
presence in the North Atlantic, 
where Russia is deploying more 
submarines. 

Command of the SAG shifted 
to 6th Fleet on Sept. 27 after com¬ 
pleting operations in the Arctic 
near Iceland. Passing control of 
warships at agreed-upon loca¬ 
tions, rather than at set boundar¬ 
ies, creates more flexibility and 
makes it harder for adversaries to 
predict. Navy officials have said. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


F-16 pilot OK after crash in Germany 


Hohenfels reading specialist is DODEA’s first to win $10K education prize 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — A teacher who uses music to 
help struggling young readers at 
Hohenfels is the first Department 
of Defense Education Activity 
educator to receive a prestigious 
teaching award that comes with a 
$10,000 prize. 

Patricia Hannon, a reading 
specialist at Hohenfels Elementa¬ 
ry School, is one of five recipients 
of The NEA Foundation’s 2020 
Horace Mann Award for Teach¬ 
ing Excellence. 

She is also in the running for 
the foundation’s top honor, which 


comes with a $25,000 award. 
The winner will be announced 
at a gala in Washington, D.C., in 
February. 

Hannon 
isn’t certain 
whether 
she’ll get 
to keep the 
prize money 
due to fed¬ 
eral ethics 
rules on re¬ 
ceiving gifts. 
But being 
Hannon named the 
first Horace 
Mann finalist from DODEA was 
an honor, she said. 


“It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
shine a spotlight on the military 
child, as well as the teachers that 
teach them,” she said. 

Hannon has harnessed her 
music background — she plays 
the cello and taught music at a 
university in Iowa before com¬ 
ing to DODEA 13 years ago — to 
help children from kindergarten 
to third grade overcome reading 
difficulties. 

“I’ve discovered over the years 
that teaching little kids to read 
is almost exactly like teaching 
music,” she said. “When you 
come into my classroom, you’ll 
see kids chanting and drumming 
and singing, and we work with a 


metronome.” 

Hannon’s students sound out 
new words, using a process that 
involves lots of repetition. 

Hannon has her kids sing the 
sounds, and adds a metronome to 
the exercise “to mix it up.” 

She was also instrumental 
in getting Hohenfels to roll out 
teaching practices that have 
helped to boost reading proficien¬ 
cy among kindergarten through 
third-grade students by 10 per¬ 
centage points, data provided by 
DODEA show. 

The company that sponsors 
the award — the Horace Mann 
financial services and insurance 
company, which primarily serves 


educators — is named after the 
Massachusetts educator who is 
considered a founding father of 
U.S. public education. 

Hannon was nominated for the 
award by the union representing 
DODEA educators, the Federal 
Education Association. 

“With over three million eli¬ 
gible educators nationwide, this 
recognition speaks volumes of 
not only Tricia’s work and pas¬ 
sion for education, but also of Ho¬ 
henfels Elementary School and 
the community,” Dell McMullen, 
the director of DODEA schools in 
Europe, said in a statement. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Widow; Life, death intermingle for 
pregnant woman widowed by war 



Krista Johnson/AP 


Sgt. James Johnston, 24, shows the sign his wife, Krista, presented 
him announcing she was pregnant in Copperas Cove, Texas, on 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Johnston hadn’t lived here long. 
But he’d quickly adopted the ritu¬ 
als and rhythms of small-town 
life. He was No. 55, a tenacious 
lineman for the Trumansburg 
Blue Raiders, taking the field 
under the Friday night lights. 
He was the gung-ho volunteer 
firefighter. He was JJ, Jamie or 
Texas (a nickname he’d acquired 
because he constantly boasted 
about his roots). 

He also was the loyal friend, 
the comic relief, the Hawaiian 
shirt aficionado, the blisteringly 
honest high school sweetheart- 
turned-husband of Krista, whose 
own father was so fond of him he 
called him the “son I never had.” 

And now, he was Trumans- 
burg’s contribution to the list of 
some 2,300 American dead in the 
war in Afghanistan. 

Those deaths have been easy to 
overlook. Though the recent can¬ 
cellation of peace talks between 
the U.S. and the Taliban has at¬ 
tracted headlines, Afghanistan’s 
war has long been relegated to 
news briefs. It’s the nation’s lon¬ 
gest war — the youngest enlist¬ 
ees weren’t even born 18 years 
ago when the U.S. invaded Af¬ 
ghanistan and the hunt began for 
Osama bin Laden. But the blood¬ 
shed has seemed far distant, un¬ 
less it claimed a son, a friend, a 
lover. 

With its celebration of James 
Gregory Johnston, the war came 
home to this hamlet in upstate 
New York. 

At the legion hall, Krista, 24, 
watched the time-honored mili¬ 
tary traditions: the 21-gun salute, 
the playing of taps and the presen¬ 
tation of a flag that had flown over 
the U.S. Capitol. The next day, the 
hall had been transformed for a 
baby shower with towering piles of 
gifts amid pink and blue balloons 
as Krista entered wearing a Ha¬ 
waiian floral dress with a white- 
and-gold “mother-to-be” ribbon 
tied around her midsection. 

At the intersection of life, death 
and a never-ending war, there is 
this: a love story. 

A future soldier 

It seemed inevitable James 
Johnston would become a soldier. 

As a toddler, he’d play in the 
triple-degree Texas summers in 
cargo shorts and heavy-duty cam¬ 
ouflage, digging foxholes in his 
front yard. His mother, Meghan 
Billiot, recalls he once asked to 
have a toy driver’s license cre¬ 
ated for him with the designation 
“Special Forces” and code name 
Silver Falcon. 

Jamie sometimes wore Army 
fatigues for Halloween; other 
times, he was Robin Hood or Su¬ 
perman. His costumes varied, 
his message didn’t. “He was al¬ 
ways that person who was saving 
somebody,” his mother said. “He 
always wanted to stand up for 
people who were the underdog.” 

He was comfortable around 
guns. His father, Richard, bought 
him his first rifle at age 10 and he 
became an expert marksman. 


The military suited him too. 
“He liked the fraternity, the sense 
of belonging,” his father said. 

And as the son, grandson and 
nephew of veterans, Jamie had 
generations of family to turn to 
for knowledge, advice — and 
inspiration. 

He was just five days shy of his 
seventh birthday when terrorists 
attacked America, killing nearly 
3,000 people. Though the hor¬ 
rifying images of the crumbling 
World Trade Center played in an 
endless loop on TV, he wasn’t old 
enough to understand the nation 
was heading into war: On Oct. 7, 
2001, the U.S. invaded Afghani¬ 
stan, setting out to topple the Tal¬ 
iban, crush al-Qaida and find bin 
Laden. 

A decade later, bin Laden was 
killed in Pakistan during a dra¬ 
matic nighttime raid by a team 
of Navy Seals. But the battles, 
the bombings and the debate over 
troop size continued as the freck¬ 
le-faced kid who pretended to be 
a soldier grew up to be one. 

When Johnston stepped foot 
onto Bagram Airfield in Afghani¬ 
stan last spring he was a sturdy 
24-year-old, a six-year Army 
veteran and an ordnance spe¬ 
cialist who’d completed rigorous 
explosive training. He was with 
79th Ordnance Battalion, 71st 
Ordnance Group, 48th Chemical 
Brigade. 

His career path had never been 
in doubt. He told everyone he 
met after moving to New York 
— Johnston’ father, then a para¬ 
medic, had relocated there — that 
he planned to enlist after high 
school. 

“He kept preaching the mili¬ 
tary 24-7,” said Roger Lauper, 
chief of the Enfield Volunteer Fire 
Co., where Johnston recruited his 
father to join him as a volunteer 
firefighter. 

Day of remembrance 

On Saturday, hundreds of 
people, some wearing Hawaiian 
shirts and plastic leis in John¬ 
ston’s honor, lined a pathway next 
to bricks etched with the names 
of local boys who’d gone to war, 
some never to return. The gather¬ 
ing was a combination barbecue 
and day of remembrance. 

On one wall, a slide show of 
photos captured the many sides of 
James Johnston: The animal lover, 
posing with a parrot perched atop 
his head, checking out a zebra 
from his car window at the Tops- 
ey Exotic Ranch & Drive Thru 
Safari, near has Texas home. The 
soldier, in fatigues, laughing with 
Army buddies. 

And maybe the most impor¬ 
tant role, Krista’s partner, smil¬ 
ing together on Mount Rainier, 
looking into each other’s eyes on 


their wedding day in 2014, she in 
strapless white, he in shades and 
a baseball cap, after they married 
at the Destin, Fla., courthouse. 

The two met in high school. 
Their first date amounted to little 
more than Krista skipping school 
to hang out with Johnston at his 
home after he’d been banged up 
during football practice. 

She liked his easy smile, his 
jokes, his courtly Southern man¬ 
ner; he first called her Miss Kris¬ 
ta and opened doors for her. Soon, 
they were inseparable, two out- 
doorsy types, zipping around the 
woods, splashing in the mud in a 
four-wheeler, hunting deer. 

Krista’s family, the VanDer- 
zees, had lived in the same place 
for generations. Jamie, the new¬ 
comer, was Texas proud, brag¬ 
ging that the heat, the scenery, 
the trees — everything was bet¬ 
ter back home 

Johnston was brutally honest 
without being mean, the kind 
of guy who’d tell a friend if he 
thought she was wearing some¬ 
thing that didn’t look good on her. 

He always spoke his mind. 
“Whenever you asked his opin¬ 
ion, he was going to give it you 
straight, no shortcuts, no ‘this is 
to make you feel better,”’ Krista 
said. 

But Jamie was a romantic, too. 

In 2014, while training in Flor¬ 
ida, Krista visited, and he imme¬ 
diately insisted they stroll down 
the beach. Friends walking ahead 
picked up a bottle, urging a reluc¬ 
tant Krista to open it. Grudgingly, 
she did. Inside was a message: 
“Will you take my last name?”’ 

She turned around to find 
Jamie on one knee. “I think it’s 
probably the sweetest thing he’s 
ever done,” she recalled. 

They married two months later 
and planned for a delayed wed¬ 
ding bash — in Texas, naturally, 
ideally in an open field with a big 
tree, maybe on their five-year 
anniversary. 

But Afghanistan intervened. 

Johnston had deployed just a 
month after returning from al¬ 
most a yearlong tour in Korea 
— he’d initiated his Hawaiian 
shirt tradition there to lighten the 
mood. 

Despite his easygoing ways, he 
had a stubborn streak too. A sol¬ 
dier friend recalled he once spent 
a half-hour lying on the floor pro¬ 
testing an order he didn’t like. At 
his memorial at Fort Hood, a for¬ 
mer platoon leader said that when 
Johnston was ordered to do some 
tasks, he’d sometimes say: “Sir. 
That’s dumb ... Fine I’ll do it, but 
I’m going to complain the whole 
time.” 

Johnston saw his deployment 
as a chance to serve with his 
buddies, improve his career op¬ 
portunities and use his skills. 


March 20. He died in June. 

Krista says. “He felt he hadn’t 
done enough.” 

Father-to-be 

Krista had learned she was 
pregnant the day before her hus¬ 
band was deployed. It was an es¬ 
pecially emotional moment, she 
said, because they’d been trying 
to start a family for two years and 
she’d miscarried recently. But 
how to deliver the news? Jamie 
loved gifts, so she printed a mes¬ 
sage on a piece of paper, framed 
it, put it in a box and handed it to 
him that night. 

It read: 

“Boyfriend 2012 

Fiance 2014 

Husband 2014 

Father 2019.” 

Jamie opened the box, stared at 
the message, then turned around 
with tears rolling down his face. 

“It was the first time I’d see 
him cry in the seven years we’d 
been together,” she recalled. She 
cried too. The next morning, he 
headed to war. 

Nine weeks later, Krista told 
Jamie they’d be having a girl. 

On June 25, Krista and Jamie 
did what they’d done since he 
arrived in Afghanistan. He mes¬ 
saged her that he’d be going on an 
operation. “Be safe. I love you,” 
she’d responded, and she awaited 
word that he had returned safely. 

This time, there was silence. 

Johnston and Master Sgt. Mi¬ 
chael Riley, a Green Beret, were 
killed in combat; the military said 
they died from injuries sustained 
in small-arms fire but did not 
elaborate. 


Two-and-a-half months later, on 
the 18th anniversary of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attack, Johnston’s unit 
returned from Afghanistan. 

Krista and Richard Johnston 
were among those waiting at Fort 
Hood. Six months earlier, she’d 
said goodbye to her husband at 
that same spot. 

Amid the reunions, there was 
a surprise for Krista — a tribute 
to her husband, bold and colorful, 
befitting his personality. 

As James Johnston’s buddies 
stepped off the bus, each man 
wore a Hawaiian shirt. 

Focused on life 

After Jamie’s death, Krista de¬ 
cided to name their daughter after 
him. Friends and family will as¬ 
semble a book of stories and pho¬ 
tos that will help her learn about 
the man she’ll never meet. Krista 
will have plenty to say too. 

“She’ll know he was my best 
friend,” she said, and “the love of 
my life.” 

Krista said she’ll also be guided 
by her husband’s words after a 
friend, also an explosive special¬ 
ist, was killed last year in Afghan¬ 
istan. He vowed then to focus on 
his buddy’s life, not his death. 

Jamie, she said, “would want 
us to remember that he lived a 
happy, fun-loving life.” 

Krista will raise Jamie Avery 
Grace Johnston in Texas and in¬ 
troduce her to their menagerie 
that includes two dogs and three 
mini pigs. 

She hopes their baby girl will 
resemble her father. “I would love 
to see his dark hair, freckles and 
dark brown eyes,” she said. She’s 
sure Jamie will inherit his per¬ 
sonality too. 

“I know that she’s going to be 
sarcastic and I know she’s going 
to stand up for herself,” she said. 
“And she’s going to be just as 
strong as her father.” 


^Whenever you asked his opinion, he was going to give it you 
straight, no shortcuts, no ^this is to make you feel better’. F 

Krista Johnston 

widow of Sgt. James Johnston 
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US ambassador to EU barred from testifying 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., chairman of the House Intelligence 
Committee, said the failure of U.S. European Union Ambassador 
Gordon Sondland, above right, to appear before a panel conducting 
the impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump is evidence of 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration barred Gordon 
Sondland, the U.S. European 
Union ambassador, from ap¬ 
pearing Tuesday before a House 
panel conducting the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry of President Donald 
Trump. 

“Ambassador Sondland is pro¬ 
foundly disappointed that he will 
not be able to testify,” said a state¬ 
ment from the envoy’s attorney, 
Robert Luskin. “Ambassador 
Sondland traveled to Washington 
from Brussels in order to prepare 
for his testimony and to be avail¬ 
able to answer the Committee’s 
questions.” 

Trump gave his version of why 
the envoy was blocked, tweeting 
that “I would love to send Ambas¬ 
sador Sondland” to testify, “but 
unfortunately he would be testify¬ 
ing before a totally compromised 
kangaroo court.” 

Rep. Adam Schiff, chairman of 
the House intelligence commit¬ 
tee, said that Sondland’s no-show 
would be grounds for obstruction 
of justice and could give a pre¬ 
view of what some of the articles 
of impeachment against Trump 
would entail. 

A whistleblower’s complaint 
and text messages released by 
another envoy portray Sondland 
as a potentially important witness 
to allegations that the Republican 
president sought to dig up dirt on 
a Democratic rival in the name of 
foreign policy. On Tuesday, Sond¬ 
land had been scheduled to face 


obstruction of Congress. 

questions about the episode, the 
second time in as many weeks 
that lawmakers would have pri¬ 
vately interviewed an ambassa¬ 
dor about the president’s push to 
get Ukraine to investigate Demo¬ 
crat Joe Biden ahead of the 2020 
presidential election. 

Text messages released by 
House Democrats show Sondland 
working with another of Trump’s 
envoys to get Ukraine to agree to 


investigate any potential interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 U.S. election and 
also probe the energy company 
that appointed Biden’s son Hunt¬ 
er to its board. 

In exchange, the American offi¬ 
cials dangled the offer of a Wash¬ 
ington meeting with Trump for 
Ukraine’s new president, Volody- 
myr Zelenskiy. 

There has been no evidence of 
wrongdoing by Biden or his son. 



Ambassador 
[Gordon] Sondland 
is profoundly 
disappointed that he 
will not be able to 
testify. ^ 

Robert Luskin 

Sondland’s attorney, in a statement 


Among the most striking mes¬ 
sages was one in which Sond¬ 
land sought to reassure a third 
diplomat that their actions were 
appropriate. 

“The President has been crys¬ 
tal clear no quid pro quo’s of any 
kind. The President is trying 
to evaluate whether Ukraine is 
truly going to adopt the transpar¬ 
ency and reforms that President 
Zelenskiy promised during his 


campaign,” he wrote, adding, 
“I suggest we stop the back and 
forth by text.” 

It was revealed Tuesday that 
Sondland sent that message after 
calling Trump directly and being 
told there was no promised trade 
of favors. 

Sondland reached out to Trump 
because he was concerned by the 
alarms raised by the other am¬ 
bassador, William “Bill” Taylor, 
the charge d’affaires at the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine, accord¬ 
ing to a person familiar with the 
exchange. The person insisted 
on anonymity to discuss the 
conversation. 

Until last week, Sondland was 
far better known in his home 
state of Washington than in the 
nation’s capital, where he finds 
himself embroiled in an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry centered on a July 
25 call between Trump and the 
Ukrainian president. But even 
if not accustomed to the global 
spotlight, the wealthy hotelier, 
philanthropist and contributor to 
political campaigns has long been 
comfortable around the well-con¬ 
nected on both sides of the politi¬ 
cal aisle. 

“He very much enjoyed having 
personal relationships with those 
in power,” said David Nierenberg, 
a Washington state investment 
adviser who has known Sondland 
for years. 

“Some people collect books. 
Some people collect cars. He col¬ 
lected those relationships.” 


White House in war mode 
over impeachment fight 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As House 
Democrats fire off more subpoe¬ 
nas, the White House is finalizing 
a high-stakes strategy to counter 
the impeachment threat to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump: Stall. Obfus¬ 
cate. Attack. Repeat. 

Trump aides are honing their 
approach after two weeks of what 
allies have described as a list¬ 
less and unfocused response to 
the impeachment probe. One ex¬ 
pected step is a letter to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi rejecting 
the inquiry because Democrats 
haven’t held a vote on the matter 
and moving to all but cease coop¬ 
eration with Capitol Hill on key 
oversight matters. 

The strategy risks further 
provoking Democrats in the im¬ 
peachment probe, setting up court 
challenges and the potential for 
lawmakers to draw up an article 
of impeachment accusing Trump 
of obstructing their investiga¬ 
tions. But as lawmakers seek to 
amass ammunition to be used in 
an impeachment trial, the White 
House increasingly believes all- 
out warfare is its best course of 
action. 

“What they did to this country 
is unthinkable. It’s lucky that I’m 


the president,” Trump said Mon¬ 
day at the White House. “A lot of 
people said very few people could 
handle it. I sort of thrive on it. 
You can’t impeach a president for 
doing a great job. This is a scam.” 

House Democrats, for their 
part, issued a new round of sub¬ 
poenas on Monday, this time to 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
and acting White House budget 
director Russell Vought. 

Pelosi’s office also released an 
open letter signed by 90 former 
national security officials who 
served in both Democratic and Re¬ 
publican administrations voicing 
support for the whistleblower who 
raised concerns about Trump’s ef¬ 
forts to get Ukraine to investigate 
political foe Joe Biden. 

The White House has struggled 
to communicate its message be¬ 
yond Trump’s angry public proc¬ 
lamations and an endless stream 
of tweets. 

Trump and his team’s initial 
strategy had been to try to un¬ 
dermine the credibility of the 
whistleblower who first raised 
questions about Trump’s conduct 
with Ukraine. But now a second 
whistleblower has come forward, 
and a cache of text messages 
echoes concerns that have been 
laid out. 


Pentagon snbpoenaed for Ukraine documents 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon on Monday was 
issued subpoenas from three House committees in 
an effort to obtain documents related to the with¬ 
holding of military assistance to Ukraine as part 
of the impeachment inquiry into President Donald 
Trump. 

The chairmen for the House Intelligence, For¬ 
eign Affairs, and Oversight and Reform commit¬ 
tees directed a letter with the subpoena to Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper requiring him to produce the 
requested documents by Oct. 15. 

“The committees are investigating the extent to 
which President Trump jeopardized U.S. national 
security by pressing Ukraine to interfere with our 
2020 election and by withholding military assistance 
provided by Congress to help Ukraine counter Rus¬ 
sian aggression, as well as any efforts to cover up 
these matters,” Reps. Adam Schiff, D-Calif; Eliot 
Engel, D-N.Y; and Elijah Cummings, D-Md., wrote 
in the letter. 

Last week, Jonathan Hoffman, the Pentagon’s 
chief spokesman, announced that Defense Depart¬ 
ment General Counsel Paul Ney had instructed 
defense officials to provide his office with all docu¬ 
ments and records related to Pentagon activities in 
Ukraine for cataloging and review. 

The step was made to ensure the records would 
be available if requested by Congress or inspectors 
general, he said. 

The impeachment inquiry was launched Sept. 24 
by House Democrats over Trump’s interactions with 
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskiy. In a mem¬ 
orandum describing the content of a July 25 phone 
call between the two leaders that was released more 
than a week ago by the White House, Zelenskiy told 
Trump his country was ready to purchase more Jav¬ 


elin missiles from the United States. 

Ukraine has said the missiles have been critical 
in its efforts to fend off Russia-backed forces in the 
Donbass region, where war has continued since 
Russia annexed the nearby Crimea region from 
Ukraine in 2014. 

“I would like you to do us a favor though because 
our country has been through a lot and Ukraine 
knows a lot about it,” Trump responded to Zelenskiy, 
according to the memorandum. 

Trump asked Zelenskiy to investigate U.S. po¬ 
litical issues, including former Vice President Joe 
Biden and his son. Hunter. The elder Biden is among 
the front-runners for the Democratic nomination for 
president in the 2020 election. 

The four-page document accompanying the sub¬ 
poena requests Esper to produce documents and 
communications from Jan. 1 of this year to now on 
14 matters, including documents related to the July 
25 call. The committees also are requesting docu¬ 
ments related to foreign assistance including secu¬ 
rity assistance to Ukraine for fiscal year 2019. 

Last week, Hoffman described the hold on secu¬ 
rity assistance to Ukraine as “a brief pause” and 
he said the bulk of that aid has been delivered to 
Ukraine. 

The aid included money for training operations 
and nonlethal military gear. 

Hoffman said his understanding was the aid, first 
announced by the Pentagon in June, was withheld 
amid corruption concerns in Ukraine. However, he 
declined to discuss who made the decision to with¬ 
hold the funding or the timing of that decision. 

Stars and Stripes staff writer Corey Dlckstefn contributed to 

this report. 

kenney.caitiin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitiinmkenney 
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Suit: Feds use immigration 
marriage interviews as trap 



Regina Garcia Cano/AP 


Alyse Sanchez and her husband, Elmer Sanchez, along with 
five other couples, have filed a lawsuit arguing U.S. immigration 
authorities are luring couples to marriage interviews only to detain 
the immigrant spouses. 


By Regina Garcia Cano 
Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Alyse and 
Elmer Sanchez were thrilled 
when they survived their “green 
card” interview, a crucial step 
in obtaining lawful status in the 
United States. She texted her 
family from the immigration of¬ 
fice as relief washed over her 

The officer had agreed that 
their marriage is legitimate. 

Moments later, Elmer was in 
shackles, detained pending de¬ 
portation to his native Honduras, 
leaving her alone with their two 
little boys. 

“We feel it was a trap, a trick, to 
get us there,” Alyse said. 

The Sanchezes have joined five 
other couples in a class action suit 
accusing federal agents of luring 
families to marriage interviews in 


Baltimore, only to detain the im¬ 
migrant spouse for deportation. 

Federal regulations allow U.S. 
citizens like Alyse to try to le¬ 
galize the status of spouses like 
Elmer, who has been living in the 
country illegally. 

But the American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union says a growing number 
of officers have “cruelly twisted” 
the rules by detaining immigrant 
spouses following marriage in¬ 
terviews. The ACLU is pursuing 
a similar complaint in Massachu¬ 
setts and says dozens of deten¬ 
tions also have happened at field 
offices in New York, Virginia, 
Florida, Illinois and California. 

The plaintiffs say the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
is unlawfully using the process 
as bait. 

ACLU of Maryland attorney 
Nick Steiner said it began in 2017 


and seems to happen randomly 
nationwide. 

The Homeland Security 
agencies — through Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforcement 
spokesman Shawn Neudauer and 
Citizenship and Immigration Ser¬ 
vices spokeswoman Jane Cowley 
— said they don’t comment on 
pending litigation. But deposi¬ 
tions and emails released in the 
Massachusetts case suggest fed¬ 
eral officials were coordinating to 
target immigrant spouses at their 
marriage interviews. 

“In my opinion, it makes sense 
for us to arrest aliens with final 
removal orders as they represent 
the end of the line in the removal 
process,” wrote Andrew Gra¬ 
ham, a Boston-based ICE officer. 
“They are typically the easiest to 
remove, they have the shortest 
average length of stay, and at the 


end of the day we are in the re¬ 
moval business and it’s our job to 
locate and arrest them.” 

The Sanchezes were nervous 
but hopeful as they told their in¬ 
terviewer how they met and an¬ 
swered questions. At the officer’s 
request, Alyse spoke with her 
husband in Spanish, on camera. 
The interviewer confirmed their 
bona fides — Alyse would get the 
formal approval in the mail the 


next day — but said his supervisor 
“had to come and authenticate the 
case,” according to the lawsuit. 

Alyse was told to leave the 
room. Minutes later, their law¬ 
yer told her Elmer had been de¬ 
tained, leaving her sobbing in the 
hallway. 

Elmer was released June 19 
after the ACLU sought an emer¬ 
gency order to prevent imminent 
deportation. 


Supreme Court takes up cases about LGBT people’s rights 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
is set to hear arguments in two of the term’s 
most closely watched cases over whether 
federal civil rights law protects LGBT peo¬ 
ple from job discrimination. 

The cases Tuesday were the court’s first 
on LGBT rights since Justice Anthony 
Kennedy’s retirement and replacement 
by Justice Brett Kavanaugh. A decision is 
expected by early summer 2020, amid the 
presidential election campaign. 


The issue is whether a key provision of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that bars dis¬ 
crimination in employment because of sex 
covers LGBT people. 

A ruling for employees who were fired 
because of their sexual orientation or gen¬ 
der identity would have a big impact for the 
estimated 8.1 million LGBT workers across 
the country because most states don’t pro¬ 
tect them from workplace discrimination. 
An estimated 11.3 million LGBT people 
live in the US., according to the Williams 
Institute at the UCLA law school. 


The justices will first hear appeals in 
lawsuits filed by Gerald Lynn Bostock, 
who claims he lost his job working for 
Clayton County, Ga., after he began play¬ 
ing in a gay recreational softball league. 
He lost his case in federal district court 
and at the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals in Atlanta. 

Another case involves fired transgender 
funeral home director Aimee Stephens. 
She lost her job when she told Thomas Rost, 
owner of the Detroit-area R.G. and G.R. 
Harris Funeral Homes, that she had strug¬ 


gled with gender identity issues almost her 
whole life. She was planning to exchange 
the dark suit and tie she had worn to work 
for nearly six years as an embalmer and 
funeral director for a conservative dress 
or skirt that was required for women who 
worked for Rost. 

Rost told Stephens her plan wouldn’t 
work and let her go. The federal Equal Em¬ 
ployment Opportunity Commission sued 
on her behalf and, after losing in a district 
court, won a ruling in the 6th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Cincinnati. 


US cites labor abuse in blocking shipments from foreign manufacturers 


Associated Press 

The Trump Administration is blocking 
shipments from a Chinese company mak¬ 
ing baby pqjamas sold at Costco ware¬ 
houses after the foreign manufacturer was 
accused of forcing ethnic minorities locked 
in an internment camp to sew clothes 
against their will. 

The government is also blocking rubber 
gloves sold by industry leader Ansell whose 
customers include surgeons, mechanics and 
scientists around the U.S., accusing a Ma¬ 
laysian manufacturer of staffing its facto¬ 
ries with migrants from Bangladesh, Nepal 
and other countries who went into crushing 
debt from paying recruitment fees. 


Imports of bone charcoal from Brazil that 
firms like Plymouth Technology and Resin- 
Tech Inc. used to remove contaminants in 
U.S. water systems, diamonds from Zimba¬ 
bwe and gold from eastern Democratic Re¬ 
public of Congo were stopped as well. 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection on 
Oct. 1 slapped rare detention orders on 
goods imported from an unprecedented 
five countries in one day based on allega¬ 
tions that people producing those items 
might be children, or adults subjected to 
forced labor. 

CBP did not release information about 
the companies that were importing the 
goods covered by last week’s detention or¬ 
ders. The Associated Press tracked items 


to several buyers, including Costco and the 
U.S. subsidiary of Ansell, an Australian 
protective gloves manufacturer. The com¬ 
panies said they were not aware their prod¬ 
ucts were being made with forced labor. 

One mqjor case from last week involves 
China’s Hetian Taida Apparel, which the 
AP reported last year was forcing Uigher 
Muslims and other ethnic minorities to sew 
clothes for U.S. importers inside a Chinese 
reeducation camp. 

The Washington-based Worker Rights 
Consortium published further evidence 
this year that Hetian Taida was doing 
business both inside a camp and at nearby 
state-subsidized factories where detainees 
are sent once they are released. 


In response, Hetian Taida’s U.S. buyer. 
Badger Sportswear in Statesville, N.C., cut 
off imports and Hetian Taida stopped ex¬ 
porting to the US., according to records 
published by ImportGenius. 

But last month, Costco Wholesale Corp. 
began importing baby pqjamas made by 
the company. On Sept. 21 and again on Sept. 
26, Hetian Taida sent shipping containers 
filled with 100% polyester blanket sleepers 
for babies and toddlers to the US., labeled 
for Costco, according to shipping records. 

Reached by phone Monday, Hetian Taida 
Chairman Wu Hongbo said the company 
will cooperate with U.S. Customs and pro¬ 
vide the agency with any documents it 
needs. 
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Biden shifts left on 
plan for education 



John Locher/AP 


Former Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden, shown at a recent campaign 
event in Las Vegas, has introduced a $750 billion plan to help pay for higher education. 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

Democratic presidential can¬ 
didate Joe Biden wants to make 
community and technical college 
free and federal college loan pro¬ 
grams more generous as he shifts 
leftward but not as far as his 2020 
rivals. 

The former vice president’s 
$750 billion higher education 
plan represents a m^or expan¬ 
sion of the federal government’s 
role in educating Americans 
beyond high school. But Biden’s 
pitch Tuesday is not as sweep¬ 
ing as proposals from his more 
progressive rivals, Sens. Bemie 
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, 
both of whom offer plans exceed¬ 
ing the $1 trillion mark. 

The competing approaches 
reflect Democrats’ efforts to ad¬ 
dress spiking tuition costs in the 
United States and the $1.5 tril¬ 
lion-plus in student debt held by 
about 45 million Americans. 

The party’s education policy 
divide is similar to the gap that 
separates Biden from the two 


progressive senators on health 
care, with the former vice presi¬ 
dent proposing to expand the 
federal government’s role in the 
existing health insurance mar¬ 
ket, while Warren and Sanders 
propose a single-payer insurance 
system that would see the federal 
government essentially replace 
private insurance altogether. 

Jill Biden, the candidate’s wife 
and a longtime community col¬ 
lege professor, explained her hus¬ 
band’s approach. 

“My students inspire me,’’ she 
said in a conference call with 
reporters, “and they ask for one 
thing in return: opportunity.’’ 

The crux of Biden’s higher 
education plan is a federal-state 
partnership to cover commu¬ 
nity college tuition and technical 
training. Biden calls for the fed¬ 
eral government to cover 75% of 
the tuition costs, with states cov¬ 
ering the rest. 

That’s a financing concept sim¬ 
ilar to that of the Medicaid insur¬ 
ance program for the poor and 
the disabled, with states required 
to cover some costs to qualify for 
federal money to cover the m^or- 


ity of the program. 

Biden proposes that the fed¬ 
eral government cover 95% of 
the community college tuition 
cost at Native Americans’ tribal 
campuses. 

Sanders and Warren propose 
universal, free access to all un¬ 
dergraduate public colleges and 
universities. 

On student debt, Biden’s more 
limited approach calls for dou¬ 
bling the Pell Grant program for 


low-income Americans and cut¬ 
ting in half the income percentage 
caps on student loan repayments. 
Borrowers now must pay up to 
10% of their discretionary in¬ 
come. Biden calls for capping 
payments at 5% of discretionary 
income while also delaying pay¬ 
ments for anyone making less 
than $25,000, with the borrower 
accruing no additional interest. 

Biden’s plan would forgive any 
remaining debt after 20 years of 


payments and would allow bor¬ 
rowers to get out of their debts as 
part of personal bankruptcy. 

Sanders, conversely, proposes 
eliminating all student loan debt, 
while Warren calls for broad debt 
relief based on income. Warren’s 
idea would cancel $50,000 in debt 
for each person with household 
income under $100,000, with ad¬ 
ditional proportional relief for 
those making up to $250,000 
annually. 


Warren hopes to build appeal in Republican strongholds 


By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., was 
greeted by Republican activists 
chanting, “Stop impeachment!’’ 
as she strode toward baggage 
claim at a Nevada airport. 

There were more protesters at 
a Carson Center recreation center 
where she spoke, including one 
atop hay bales yelling, “Trump 
2020!” until he was hoarse. Dur¬ 
ing her speech, Warren was in¬ 
terrupted by a man screaming, 
“You’re all socialists!” 

Warren wasn’t in Manhattan 
anymore. 


Warren has proven she’s popu¬ 
lar in Democratic strongholds, 
perhaps most memorably when 
she filled New York’s Washington 
Square Park last month. But as 
she’s rising in the polls and sitting 
on a fresh pile of campaign cash, 
Warren is also frequently hitting 
places where she might be less 
welcome. 

That includes Nevada’s capital, 
a conservative area with a proud 
cowboy streak that’s a seven-hour 
drive from the glitz of Democrat- 
friendly Las Vegas. 

These trips test whether the 
progressive message that has fu¬ 
eled Warren’s rise can resonate in 
all regions. It’s an important hur¬ 


dle for Warren to clear to prove 
that if she were to become the 
Democratic 
I nominee, she 
could win 
back vot¬ 
ers in areas 
that sided 
with Presi¬ 
dent Donald 
Trump in 
2016. 

Her trip 
^ last week to 
Carson City 
gave reason 
for optimism. Warren drew more 
than 1,000 people on a Wednesday 
night. And some of the loudest ap¬ 



Warren 


plause followed Warren’s most 
progressive pronouncements, 
especially when she declared, 
“I don’t want a government that 
works for giant multinational 
corporations.” 

“It’s easy to think everything 
here is Reno,” said Jonathan By- 
rnside, 38, a federal employee who 
came to see Warren from nearby 
Silver City. He was referring to 
the better-known locale famous 
for casinos — and, in a bygone 
era, lenient divorce laws — about 
25 miles away, where Warren’s 
airport run-in occurred. “But 
there are a lot of people with pro¬ 
gressive values who live in rural 
areas.” 


It was Warren’s third visit to 
northern Nevada, and she’s not 
the only Democratic presidential 
hopeful venturing into Republi¬ 
can areas. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, of Ver¬ 
mont, came a few weeks ago, 
while former Vice President Joe 
Biden visited Reno the same night 
Warren was in Carson City. Cali¬ 
fornia Sen. Kamala Harris was 
on the campus of the University 
of Nevada at Reno the next day. 

Still, Warren’s crowd was larger 
than any of the others. The com¬ 
plex’s floor was so full that some 
attendees dragged metal benches 
to climb atop for a glimpse of the 
distant stage. 


Candidate Klobuchar says she raised 
$4.8M in 3rd quarter for presidential bid 


Associated Press 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
said Monday that she raised $4.8 
million in the third quarter for 
her 2020 presidential campaign, 
a total that places her in the 
middle of the Democratic field in 
fundraising for the third straight 
quarter. 

Klobuchar has raised more 
than some rivals but less than 
top-tier candidates such as Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, of Vermont, who 
raised $25.3 million last quarter, 
and Massachusetts Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren, who raised $24.6 
million. 


Klobuchar said during a stop 
in New Hampshire on Sunday 
that she’s been careful about how 
the campaign spends money and 
“we have money in the bank.” 
The campaign, which announced 
its total ahead of the Oct. 15 fil¬ 
ing deadline, did not disclose how 
much cash it has on hand. 

“We feel good about our num¬ 
ber,” Klobuchar said. “I’m stay¬ 
ing in this race till the end.” 

She began airing her first TV 
ads in Iowa and New Hampshire 
last week. The ads feature Klobu- 
char’s closing remarks from last 
month’s Democratic presidential 
debate, in which the moderate 


Democrat described herself as 
someone who tells the truth and 
doesn’t make promises she can’t 
keep. 

“I don’t want to be president 
for half of America. I want to be 
president for all of America,” she 
says. 

Klobuchar will participate in 
next week’s debate in Ohio, where 
the requirements for candidates 
to make the stage are the same as 
last month. 

But she has not yet qualified for 
the November debate, for which 
the Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee has set tougher thresholds 
for candidates to qualify. 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar, shown 
speaking at a campaign event in Los Angeles on Saturday, says she 
raised $4.8 million in the third quarter of her campaign and is “in 
this race till the end.” 
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Tom Fox, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


Former Dallas Police Officer Amber Guyger and State District Judge Tammy Kemp hug after Guyger’s 
sentencing Oct. 2 in Dallas. Kemp has defended her action, which occurred after the jury left the 
courtroom, as appropriate because it was not part of the official trial record. 


Judge in Dallas officer’s 
trial defends hug, Bible gift 


By Jake Bleiberg 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — The judge who 
gave a hug and a Bible to a former 
Dallas police officer after she was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
for killing her neighbor said Mon¬ 
day that she watched the woman 
change during her trial and wants 
her to live a purposeful life. 

Judge Tammy Kemp said she 
had never previously acknowl¬ 
edged her Christian faith to a de¬ 
fendant or given one a Bible, but 
Amber Guyger said she didn’t 
have one at the end of her trial for 
the September 2018 killing of her 
upstairs neighbor, Botham Jean. 

In her first interview since the 
jury convicted Guyger of murder 
last week, Kemp said she felt her 
actions were appropriate since 
the trial was over and the for¬ 
mer officer told her she didn’t 
know how to begin seeking God’s 
forgiveness. 

“She asked me if I thought that 
God could forgive her and I said, 
‘Yes, God can forgive you and 
has,”’ Kemp told The Associated 
Press. 

“If she wanted to start with the 
Bible, I didn’t want her to go back 
to the jail and to sink into doubt 
and self-pity and become bitter,” 
she said. “Because she still has a 
lot of life ahead of her following 
her sentence and I would hope that 
she could live it purposefully.” 

Critics contend that it was un¬ 
ethical of Kemp to hug Guyger 


and give her the Bible. One group 
asked for a judicial misconduct 
investigation, and some activists 
have said the hug took the focus 
off justified anger at a police 
killing. 

Jean’s death drew widespread 
attention because of the strange 
circumstances and because it 
was one in a string of shootings 
of unarmed black men by white 
police officers. 

Guyger, 31, had just worked 
a long shift and was still in her 
uniform when she entered Jean’s 
apartment and shot the 26-year- 
old accountant, who grew up in 
the Caribbean island nation of St. 
Lucia. She testified that she had 
mistaken his fourth-floor apart¬ 
ment for her own, which was di¬ 
rectly underneath his, and that 
she thought he was an intruder. 

After Guyger was sentenced 
and the jury left the courtroom, 
Jean’s brother, Brandt Jean, was 
allowed to address Guyger di¬ 
rectly from the witness stand. He 
told her he forgave her and that 
Botham would have wanted her 
to devote her life to Christian¬ 
ity, then the two shared a tearful 
embrace. Soon after that, Kemp 
walked over to the defense table 
to speak with Guyger, who she 
said went through a “marked 
change” after the verdict. 

Kemp said that Guyger asked 
twice if she could hug her as well 
and, after a moment’s hesitation, 
the judge wrapped her arms 


around the former police officer. 

“ Following my own convictions, 
I could not refuse that woman a 
hug. I would not,” said Kemp, who 
is black. “And I don’t understand 
the anger. And I guess I could 
say if you profess religious be¬ 
liefs and you are going to follow 
them, I would hope that they not 
be situational and limited to one 
race only.” 

Kemp said she doesn’t know 
“the state of Ms. Guyger’s Chris¬ 
tianity, if she’s even a Christian.” 
But she said she pointed Guyger 
to a Bible passage about God’s 
love “so that she could recognize 
that, even given the fact that she 
murdered someone, God still 
loves her.” 

Last week, the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation, a secular 
Wisconsin-based group that rou¬ 
tinely files lawsuits challenging 
religious displays in government, 
said Kemp was proselytizing 
from the bench and filed a com¬ 
plaint with a Texas agency that 
investigates allegations of judicial 
misconduct. 

Kemp defended her actions as 
appropriate Monday, saying they 
took place after the legal proceed¬ 
ing was over and were not part of 
the official trial record. 

“I didn’t do that from the 
bench,” she said. “I came down 
to extend my condolences to the 
Jean family and to encourage Ms. 
Guyger because she has a lot of 
life to live.” 


Facebook to pay $40M to advertisers who sued 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Facebook has agreed to pay 
$40 million to advertisers who said it inflated the 
amount of time its users watched videos. 

The San Jose Mercury News says the California- 
based social media giant denied any wrongdoing in 
a lawsuit settlement. The settlement notice was filed 
Friday by the plaintiffs in Oakland federal court. 

Advertisers sued Facebook in 2016 over user met¬ 


rics that supposedly measured the average length 
of time consumers spent viewing posted video ads. 
The lawsuit said that the time was inflated by up to 
900 percent and that helped persuade advertisers to 
buy Facebook’s video advertising services. 

Facebook publicly acknowledged an error in the 
formula. The company denied allegations that its 
engineers knew about problems for more than a 
year and did nothing. 


FBI verifies 
50 women were 
killed by 1 man 


By Tamara Lush 
AND Adrian Sainz 

Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—The 
inmate who claims to have killed 
more than 90 women across the 
country is now considered to be 
the deadliest serial killer in US. 
history, the FBI said. 

Samuel Little, who has been 
behind bars since 2012, told in¬ 
vestigators last year that he was 
responsible for about 90 killings 
nationwide 
between 
1970 and 
2005. In a 
news release 
on Sunday, 
the FBI an¬ 
nounced 
that federal 
crime ana¬ 
lysts believe 
all of his 
confessions are credible, and of¬ 
ficials have been able to verify 50 
confessions so far. 

Investigators also provided new 
information and details about five 
cases in Florida, Arkansas, Ken¬ 
tucky, Nevada and Louisiana. 

Little, 79, is serving multiple 
life sentences in California. He 
says he strangled his 93 victims, 
nearly all of them women. 

Some of his victims were on the 
margins of society. 

Many of the deaths were 
originally deemed overdoses or 
attributed to accidental or unde¬ 
termined causes. Some bodies 
were never found. 

The FBI provided 30 drawings 
of some of his victims — color 
portraits that were drawn by Lit¬ 
tle in prison. They are haunting 
portraits, mostly of black women. 

The agency also provided vid¬ 


eos taken during prison inter¬ 
views with Little. He described 
how he spoke about a woman he 
strangled in 1993 — and how he 
rolled her down a slope on a deso¬ 
late road. 

“I heard a secondary road noise 
and that meant she was still roll¬ 
ing,” he said. 

In another video, he described 
a victim in New Orleans. 

“She was pretty. Light colored, 
honey brown skin,” he said with a 
small smile. 

“She was tall for awoman. Beau¬ 
tiful shape. And, uh, friendly.” 

It was 1982, and they met in a 
club. She left with him in his Lin¬ 
coln, and they parked by a bayou. 

“That’s the only one that I ever 
killed by drowning,” he said. 

Investigators around the 
country are still trying to piece 
together his confessions with 
unidentified remains and un¬ 
solved cases from decades past. 
In August, he pleaded guilty to 
murdering four women in Ohio. 
He was convicted in California of 
three slayings in 2013 and plead¬ 
ed guilty to another killing last 
year in Texas. 

Little, who often went by the 
name Samuel McDowell, grew up 
with his grandmother in Lorain, 
Ohio. 

He was described by investi¬ 
gators as a transient and former 
boxer who traveled the country 
preying on drug addicts, troubled 
women and others. 

Ted Bundy confessed to 30 ho¬ 
micides from about 1974 to 1978. 
John Wayne Gacy killed at least 
33 boys and young men in the 
1970s. 




FBI/AP 


These undated sketches were made by admitted serial killer Samuel 
Little, based on his memories of some of his victims. Little claims 
to have killed more than 90 women across the country. The FBI 
announced Sunday that federal crime analysts believe all of his 
confessions are credible. 
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Study finds Navajo 
women and babies 
exposed to uranium 


By Mary Hudetz 
Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
About a quarter of Nav^o women 
and some infants who were part 
of a federally funded study on 
uranium exposure had high lev¬ 
els of the radioactive metal in 
their systems, decades after min¬ 
ing for Cold War weaponry ended 
on their reservation, a US. health 
official said Monday. 

The early findings from the 
University of New Mexico study 
were shared during a congressio¬ 
nal field hearing in Albuquerque. 
Dr. Loretta Christensen — the 
chief medical officer on the Na- 
v^o Nation for the Indian Health 
Service, a partner in the research 
— said 781 women were screened 
during an initial phase of the 
study that ended last year. 

Among them, 26% had concen¬ 
trations of uranium that exceeded 
levels found in the highest 5% of 
the US. population, and newborns 
with equally high concentrations 
continued to be exposed to ura¬ 
nium during their first year, she 
said. The research is continuing 
as authorities work to clear ura¬ 
nium mining sites across the Na- 
v^o Nation. 

“It forces us to own up to the 
known detriments associated 
with a nuclear-forward society,” 
said US. Rep. Deb Haaland, who 
is an enrolled member of Laguna 
Pueblo, a tribe whose jurisdiction 
lies west of Albuquerque. 

The hearing held in Albuquer¬ 
que by US. Sen. Tom Udall, Haa¬ 
land and US. Rep. Ben Ray Lujan, 
all Democrats from New Mexico, 
sought to underscore the atomic 
age’s impact on Native American 
communities. 

The three are pushing for leg¬ 
islation that would expand radia¬ 
tion compensation to residents in 
their state, including post-1971 
uranium workers and residents 
who lived downwind from the 
Trinity Test site in southern New 
Mexico. 

The state’s history has long 
been intertwined with the devel¬ 
opment of the nation’s nuclear ar¬ 
senal, from uranium mining and 
the first atomic blast to the Man¬ 
hattan Project conducted through 
work in the once-secret city of 
Los Alamos. The federal Radia¬ 
tion Exposure Compensation Act, 
however, covers only parts of Ne¬ 
vada, Arizona and Utah that are 
downwind from a different nucle¬ 
ar test site. 

During the hearing, Haaland 
said one of her own family mem¬ 
bers had lost his hearing because 
of radiation exposure. At Laguna 
Pueblo, home to her tribe, the 
Jackpile-Paguate Mine was once 
among the world’s largest open- 
pit uranium mines. It closed sev¬ 
eral decades ago, but cleanup has 
yet to be completed. 


“They need funds,” Haa¬ 
land said. “The job was not 
completed.” 

David Gray, a deputy regional 
administrator for the US. Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency, 
said the mine illustrates uranium 
mining and milling’s lingering ef¬ 
fects on Indian Country. 

On the Navqjo Nation, he said, 
the EPA has identified more than 
200 abandoned uranium mines 
where it 
wants to 
complete in- 

’vestigation 

government and dean up 
is so 

unjust with 
us. The 
government 
doesn’t 


recognize 
that we 
buiit their 
freedom. ^ 


under an up¬ 
coming five- 
year plan, 
using settle¬ 
ments and 
other agree¬ 
ments to 
pay for the 
work that 
has taken 
decades. 

Udall, who 
chaired the 
hearing, ac- 


Leslie Begay 1 

former uranium knowledged 
miner federal of¬ 
ficials had 
shown prog¬ 
ress but that the pace of cleanup 
has proven frustrating for some 
community members. 

“They feel an urgency,” Udall 
said. “They feel that things need 
to happen today.” 

In her testimony, Christensen 
described how Navqjo residents 
in the past had used milling waste 
in home construction, resulting in 
contaminated walls and floors. 

From the end of World War II 
to the mid-1980s, millions of tons 
of uranium ore were extracted 
from the Nav^o Nation, leaving 
gray streaks across the desert 
landscape, as well as a legacy of 
disease and death. 

While no large-scale studies 
have connected cancer to ra¬ 
diation exposure from uranium 
waste, many have blamed it for 
cancer and other illnesses. 

By the late 1970s, when the 
mines began closing around the 
reservation, miners were dying of 
lung cancer, emphysema or other 
radiation-related ailments. 

“The government is so unjust 
with us,” said Leslie Begay, a for¬ 
mer uranium miner who lives in 
Window Rock, an Arizona town 
that sits near the New Mexico 
border and serves as the Navqjo 
Nation capital. “The government 
doesn’t recognize that we built 
their freedom.” 

Begay, who said he has lung 
problems, attended the hearing 
with an oxygen tank in tow. The 
hearing held in the Southwest 
was especially meaningful for 
him after he traveled in the past 
to Washington to advocate for 
himself and others, he said. 



Steven Senne/AP 

Cheryl Juaire, of Marlborough, Mass., stands at her son’s grave in Chelmsford, Mass., in June 2018 
after he died of a heroin overdose. Juaire is one of four people affected by opioid addiction who were 
added to a panel that will determine what Purdue Pharma will pay for its role in the opioid crisis. 


Victims of opioid crisis gain a voice to 
help guide Purdue Pharma bankruptcy 


By Carla K. Johnson 
AND Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

Victims of opioid addiction 
weren’t in the room when Oxy- 
Contin maker Purdue Pharma 
persuaded half the state attorneys 
general to settle claims over the 
company’s role in the nationwide 
overdose epidemic. 

Now that Purdue is in federal 
bankruptcy court, four people 
whose lives were touched by ad¬ 
diction have important seats at 
the table — and could force fun¬ 
damental changes to the tentative 
deal. They are part of a bank¬ 
ruptcy committee that will play a 
mqjor role in deciding how much 
Purdue will pay and potentially 
how that money is to be spent. 

The committee can investigate 
Purdue’s operations and possibly 
even go after more money from 
the members of the Sackler family 
who own the company. They will 
play a central role in evaluating 
the tentative settlement reached 
by the attorneys general repre¬ 
senting roughly half the states. 


The four are a mother and a 
grandfather of children born 
dependent on opioids, a man in 
recovery from addiction and a 
mother who lost a son to an over¬ 
dose. Together, they could be an 
emotionally persuasive minor¬ 
ity on the nine-member Official 
Committee of Unsecured Credi¬ 
tors appointed by the US. trustee 
overseeing the bankruptcy. 

“There’s not a shy person in the 
bunch,” said addiction treatment 
advocate and lobbyist Carol Mc- 
Daid, who attended the hearing 
when the committee candidates 
were interviewed and chosen. The 
four victims know how to make 
their voices heard, she said. 

It’s unusual for a creditors com¬ 
mittee to include private citizens. 
The other members are more 
typical: a medical center, a health 
insurer, a prescription benefit 
management company, the man¬ 
ufacturer of an addiction treat¬ 
ment drug and a pension insurer. 

The committee can hire law¬ 
yers and financial experts paid 
for by the debtor — in this case, 
Purdue, said Robert Dammon, 


dean of the Tepper School of Busi¬ 
ness at Carnegie Mellon Univer¬ 
sity. It can investigate issues such 
as the company’s value and even 
whether the Sackler family has 
improperly taken money out of 
it — something some state attor¬ 
neys general are investigating. 

Opioids, including prescription 
drugs and illegal ones such as 
heroin and illicitly made fentan- 
yl, have been linked to more than 
400,000 deaths in the US. since 
2000. Thousands of infants have 
been born to mothers who were 
taking opioids while pregnant, 
and two committee members rep¬ 
resent those children. 

Kara Trainer is a mother of a 
child born dependent on opioids. 
Walter Lee Salmons, a grandfa¬ 
ther, is helping raise two affected 
children. Ryan Hampton is an 
activist in recovery from opioid 
addiction. Cheryl Juaire lost her 
son, 23, to a heroin overdose after 
he became addicted to prescrip¬ 
tion painkillers. 

They have been asked not to 
publicly discuss the bankruptcy 
case. 


Miss, defends 15-week abortion ban in conrt 


By Rebecca Santana 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — A federal 
court that rejected Mississippi’s 
15-week abortion ban should 
have let the state present evi¬ 
dence about whether a fetus ex¬ 
periences pain, an attorney for 
the state argued Monday. 

But a lawyer for Mississippi’s 
only abortion clinic said the 
Supreme Court has been clear 
that a woman has a right to have 
an abortion before the fetus is 
viable. 

The arguments came dur¬ 
ing a hearing at the 5th US. 
Circuit Court of Appeals on a 
Mississippi law that would ban 
most abortions after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy. It’s one of many laws 
pushed by conservative states in 
recent years aimed at trying to 


persuade the increasingly con¬ 
servative Supreme Court to fur¬ 
ther restrict the amount of time 
when abortion is legally avail¬ 
able, or even to overturn the 1973 
Roe V. Wade decision. 

That decision said women have 
the right to terminate pregnan¬ 
cies until viability, when a fetus 
can survive outside the womb. 

After Republican Gov. Phil 
Bryant signed Mississippi’s law 
in 2018, the Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization immediate¬ 
ly sued. U.S. District Judge Carl¬ 
ton Reeves blocked the law from 
taking effect, writing that it “un¬ 
equivocally” violates women’s 
constitutional rights because 
it bans abortion weeks before 
viability. 

Reeves wrote that viability 
must be determined by trained 
medical professionals, and the 


“established medical consensus” 
is that viability typically begins 
at 23 to 24 weeks after the preg¬ 
nant woman’s last menstrual 
period. 

Mississippi and its support¬ 
ers appealed to the 5th Circuit. 
Mississippi contends that Reeves 
overstepped his authority by con¬ 
sidering the case only through 
the prism of viability. 

“From that point on, the out¬ 
come of this case was preor¬ 
dained,” Paul Barnes, a special 
assistant attorney general, told 
the three-judge panel. 

Barnes also suggested the 15- 
week standard had little effect 
on the Jackson clinic because 
they already refuse to perform 
abortions after 16 weeks. 

“It is a prohibition for one 
week,” Barnes said. 
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Trout found in lake once soured by acid rain 


By Mary Esch 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, NY. — A reproduc¬ 
ing population of brook trout has 
been discovered in a tiny lake in 
the Adirondack High Peaks Wil¬ 
derness for the first time since 
the lake was declared fishless 
due to acid rain 32 years ago, New 
York state officials said. 

Department of Environmen¬ 
tal Conservation Commissioner 
Basil Seggos said Monday the 
breeding population of trout in 
the 38-acre Lake Colden demon¬ 
strates the effectiveness of clean 


air regulations, including New 
York’s 1984 Acid Deposition Con¬ 
trol Act and amendments to the 
U.S. Clean Air Act requiring fed¬ 
eral controls of sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxide emissions. 

The DEC said it’s the first time 
a nonstocked, sustaining fish 
population has been recorded in 
a high-elevation Adirondack lake 
previously determined unable 
to support fish due to acid rain 
impacts. 

Acid rain results when emis¬ 
sions from power plants, motor 
vehicles and other fossil fuel com¬ 
bustion sources mix with mois¬ 


ture in the air to produce sulfuric 
and nitric acid. In the 1960s, sci¬ 
entists determined it was causing 
tree die-offs in higher elevations 
of the Catskills and Adirondacks 
and had made hundreds of lakes 
and streams too acidic to support 
fish. 

Lake Colden, surrounded by 
some of the state’s tallest peaks, 
is one of 52 Adirondack water¬ 
ways where samples have been 
collected and analyzed several 
times a year since 1992. Monitor¬ 
ing has shown improving water 
quality in recent years, according 
to the DEC. 


“While we were preparing 
to recommend to DEC the lake 
was suitable for stocking brook 
trout, the discovery of brook trout 
makes this recommendation 
moot,” said Jed Dukett, program 
manager for the Adirondack Lake 
Survey Corporation, which does 
the monitoring. 

Survey staff found small brook 
trout in a tributary to Lake Cold¬ 
en in August. In September, DEC 
biologists followed up with nets 
and electroshocking equipment 
and discovered a healthy popula¬ 
tion of three generations of brook 
trout. 


Genetic testing is underway to 
determine the origin of the brook 
trout, which could be of a native 
heritage strain. 

Lake Colden, which is 2,754 feet 
high, is a picturesque and popular 
camping area for backpackers. 
It’s a difficult hike of more than 
10 miles. Fishing is allowed, but 
only with artificial lures. 

The first verified example of 
recovery of an Adirondack lake 
rendered fishless by acid rain 
was Brooktrout Lake, where heri¬ 
tage strain trout were stocked in 
2005 and found to be reproducing 
in 2010. 



Liz Copan, The Summit (Summit County, Colo.) Daily News/AP 


Pushing for preservation 

Summit Fire & EMS Chief Jeff Berino, middle, helps push a 1942 Sterling fire engine into a bay 
Monday at a fire department building in Frisco, Colo., where the engine will be preserved. 


Pa. hospital where 3 preemies died races 
to determine source of water-borne germ 


Associated Press 

DANVILLE, Pa. — A Penn¬ 
sylvania hospital is racing to 
determine the source of a water¬ 
borne germ that appears to have 
infected at least eight infants in 
the neonatal intensive care unit, 
three of whom have died, officials 
said Monday. 

Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville has begun sending very 
premature newborns and some 
expectant mothers to other facili¬ 
ties while officials investigate, the 
hospital said. 

Four babies have recovered 
from an infection caused by the 
Pseudomonas bacterium, and one 
is still being treated with antibiot¬ 
ics, the hospital said. 

Officials said they are work¬ 
ing with state and federal health 


authorities to ensure the bacteria 
have been eradicated. 

The bacteria are common and 
often harmless but can cause dis¬ 
ease in “very fragile patients,” 
Dr. Frank Maffei, the hospital’s 
chair of pediatrics, said at a news 
conference. The deaths, he said, 
“may have been a result of the 
infection complicating an already 
vulnerable state.” 

As a precaution, the hospital is 
transferring babies born at less 
than 32 weeks’ gestation to other 
hospitals and diverting other ex¬ 
pected premature deliveries to 
other hospitals. Full-term preg¬ 
nancies amount to 40 weeks of 
gestation. 

“It’s important to remember 
that we are only talking about di¬ 
verting these very premature in¬ 
fants, less than 32 weeks, both the 


moms who would be delivering 
at that age or the babies already 
born,” said Dr. Rosemary Deem¬ 
ing, the hospital’s chief medical 
officer. 

Doctors said they first became 
aware of an unusual infection in 
early August. 

The neonatal intensive care 
unit is inside a children’s hospital 
that is part of a larger campus. 
It could take weeks to determine 
how the infections occurred, al¬ 
though it’s likely the pathogen 
was brought in from outside the 
children’s hospital, investigators 
said. 

Cultures of the water supply 
and surfaces inside the neonatal 
intensive care unit, where all the 
infections occurred, tested nega¬ 
tive for Pseudomonas, officials 
said. 


Discovery of 20 new 
moons puts Saturn 
ahead of Jupiter 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
The solar system has a new win¬ 
ner in the moon department. 

Twenty new moons have been 
found around Saturn, giving the 
ringed planet a total of 82, sci¬ 
entists said Monday. That beats 
Jupiter and its 79 moons. 

“It was fun to find that Saturn 
is the true moon king,” said as¬ 
tronomer Scott Sheppard, of the 
Carnegie Institution for Science. 

If it’s any consolation to the 
Jupiter crowd, our solar system’s 
biggest planet — Jupiter — still 
has the biggest moon. Jupiter’s 
Ganymede is almost half the size 
of Earth. By contrast, Saturn’s 20 
new moons are minuscule, each 
barely 3 miles in diameter. 

Sheppard and his team used 
a telescope in Hawaii to spot 
Saturn’s 20 new moons over the 
summer. About 100 even tinier 
moons may be orbiting Saturn, 
still waiting to be found, he said. 

Astronomers have pretty 
much completed the inventory 
of moons as small as 3 miles 
around Saturn and 1 mile around 
Jupiter, according to Sheppard. 
Future larger telescopes will be 
needed to see anything smaller. 

It’s harder spotting minimoons 
around Saturn than Jupiter, 
Sheppard said, given how much 
farther Saturn is. 

“So seeing that Saturn has 
more moons even though it is 
harder to find them shows just 


how many moons Saturn has 
collected over time,” he wrote 
in an email. Those baby moons 
may have come from larger par¬ 
ent moons that broke apart right 
after Saturn formed. 

Seventeen of Saturn’s new 
moons orbit the planet in the op¬ 
posite, or retrograde, direction. 
The other three circle in the same 
direction 

^ that Saturn 

rotates. 
They’re so 
far from 


I It was fun 
to find that 
Saturn is the Satumthat 
true moon it takes two 

king. ^ years 

Scott Sheppard 

Carnegie Institution ^ 
for Science 


three 


single 

orbit. 

“These 
moons are 
the remnants of the objects that 
helped form the planets, so by 
studying them, we are learning 
about what the planets formed 
from,” Sheppard wrote. 

Just last year, Sheppard found 
12 new moons around Jupiter. 
The Carnegie Institution had a 
moon-naming contest for them; 
another is planned now for Sat¬ 
urn’s new moons. 

The jury is still out on whether 
any planets beyond our solar sys¬ 
tem have even more moons. For 
now, Saturn has the most known 
moons. 

Monday’s announcement came 
from the International Astro¬ 
nomical Union’s Minor Planet 
Center. 



Researchers 
say 20 new 
moons have 
been found 
around Saturn, 
shown from 
the Cassini 
spacecraft in 
July 2008. 

NASA, JPL, 

Space Science 
Institute/AP 
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A grand experiment is 
underway in Tanzania 
to protect African lions 


By Christina Larson 

Associated Press 

LOIBOR SIRET, Tanzania 

S aitoti Petro, 29, a tall, slender man, 
was marching with four other 
young men who belong to a pas- 
toralist people called the Maasai. 
Beneath the folds of his thick cloak, he car¬ 
ried a sharpened machete. 

Only a few years ago, men of Petro’s age 
most likely would have been stalking lions 
to hunt them — often, to avenge cattle that 
the big cats had eaten. 

But as Petro explained, the problem 
now is that there are too few lions, not too 
many. 

“It will be shameful if we kill them all,” 
he said. “It will be a big loss if our future 
children never see lions.” 

He’s joined an effort to protect lions by 
safeguarding domestic animals on which 
they might prey. 

Petro is one of more than 50 lion moni¬ 
tors from communities on the Maasai 
Steppe who walk daily patrol routes to help 
shepherds shield their cattle in pasture, 
with support and training from a small, 
Tanzanian nonprofit called African People 
& Wildlife. Over the past decade, the group 
has also helped more than 1,000 extended 
households build secure modern corrals 
made of living acacia trees and chain-link 
fence to protect their livestock at night. 

This kind of intervention is, in a way, a 
grand experiment. The survival of lions — 
and many other threatened savannah spe¬ 
cies, from cheetahs to giraffes to elephants 
— likely depends on finding a way for peo¬ 
ple, livestock and wild beasts to continue 
to use these lands together, on the plains 
where the earliest humans walked upright 
through tall grass. 

Across Africa, the number of lions has 
dropped by more than 40% in two decades, 
according to data released in 2015 by the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature, putting lions on the list of species 
scientists consider “vulnerable” to extinc¬ 
tion. They have disappeared from 94% of 
the lands they used to roam in Africa, what 
researchers call their “historic range.” 

The biggest reason for the lions’ retreat 
is that their former grasslands are being 
converted into cropland and cities. Losing 
habitat is the top risk to wildlife in Africa 
and globally. But on open savannahs where 
lions still roam, poaching for body parts 
and revenge killings are the next most sig¬ 
nificant threats. 


Worthy adversaries 

Lions are respected as worthy adversar¬ 
ies in Maasai culture. Anyone who harms 
more than nine is said to be cursed. But 
avenging the death of a prize cow wins re¬ 
spect, like dueling to avenge a lost family 
member. 

But what if the triggering conflicts could 
be prevented? 

“Our elders killed and almost finished 
off the lions,” Petro said. “Unless we have 
new education, they will be extinct.” 

In most corners of the planet, humans 
and big predators don’t easily coexist. But 
on the elevated plains of northern Tanza¬ 
nia, pastoralists have long lived alongside 
wildlife — grazing their cows, goats and 
sheep on the same broad savannahs where 
zebras, buffalo and giraffe munch grass 
and leaves, and where lions, leopards and 
hyenas stalk those wild beasts. 

It’s one of the few places left on Earth 
where coexistence may still be possible, 
but it’s a precarious balance. What hap¬ 
pens here in Tanzania will help determine 




Photos by Jerome Delay/AP 


A young male lion yawns as he wakes up in Tanzania’s Tarangire National Park last July. Across Africa, the number of lions has 
dropped by more than 40% in two decades, putting lions on the list of species scientists consider “vulnerable” to extinction. 

the fate of the species. The country is home 
to more than a third of the roughly 22,500 
remaining African lions, according to 
data from researchers at the University of 
Oxford. 

There’s some evidence that recent steps 
taken to mitigate conflict are working. 

In 2005, the village of Loibor Siret (pop¬ 
ulation 3,000) on the Maasai Steppe saw 
about three predator attacks on livestock 
each month. In 2017, the number had de¬ 
clined to about one a month. The biggest 
change in that interval was that about 90 
village households built reinforced cor¬ 
rals, which are much more effective than 
the older barriers of tangled thorn bushes 
at keeping predators away from livestock. 

Limiting lion hunts 

Although protecting animals in pastures 
is a trickier challenge, the lion monitors 
helped defuse 14 situations in 2017 that 
might have led to lion hunts, according 
to records collected by African People & 

Wildlife. 

Within a study area monitored by the 
nonprofit Tarangire Lion Project, the 
monthly count of lions hit a low of about 
120 lions in fall 2011 — down from about 
220 lions in 2004. The population started 
to recover in 2012, reaching more than 160 
lions by 2015. 

Wildlife refuges are sometimes not a 
sufficient answer—at least for species that 
require large ranges. 

Within the boundaries of Tanzania’s 
Tarangire National Park, lions sleep on 
open river banks and dangle from tree 
branches, often ignoring the squadrons of 
open-top safari tour vehicles passing by. 

Here, they are mostly safe. 

But the protected area of the park is only 
a portion of the land that these lions and 
their prey depend upon. Large migratory 
animals range widely, and on the parched 
savannahs of eastern Africa they mostly 
follow the rains. 

Some people in nearby villages say they 
aren’t happy about Petro’s efforts. But at¬ 
titudes are evolving. 

Petro Lengima Lorkuta, 69, Saitoti Pet¬ 
ro’s father, killed his first lion when he was 
25, hurling a spear after the cat attacked 
his largest bull. In those days, he said, “If 
you killed a lion, it showed that you were a 
strong warrior.” 

Since his extended family moved into a 
new ranch home and erected a reinforced 
corral four years ago, they have not lost 
any livestock to predators. 

“Now I love to see lions,” he said, just 
not too near his home — and he supports 
his son’s efforts to educate neighbors about 
avoiding predator conflicts. 


Saitoti Petro, second from left, tracks lions with other monitors near the village of 
Loibor Siret, Tanzania, on July 6. Petro helps monitor the lions to protect livestock. 


Above: Shepherds 
return their 
livestock to their 
village near Loibor 
Siret. 

Left: Households 
in the village 
of Narakauwo 
have built secure 
modem corrals 
to protect their 
animals at night. 
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UK says chances of Brexit deal are slim 



Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


Anti-Brexit campaigner Steve Bray walks near Parliament in London 
on Tuesday as negotiations have broken down for a Brexit deal prior 
to the Oct. 31 deadline for the U.K. to leave the European Union. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain and the 
European Union traded bad- 
tempered barbs Tuesday as the 
chances of a Brexit deal appeared 
to fade, with just over three weeks 
until the U.K.’s scheduled depar¬ 
ture from the bloc. 

U.K. Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s office blamed EU in¬ 
transigence for a breakdown in 
negotiations, sparking a warn¬ 
ing from a top EU leader against 
playing a “stupid blame game.” 

Johnson’s office gave a gloomy 
assessment after a call between 
Johnson and German Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel on Tuesday 
morning. 

In a statement to British media. 
Downing Street said Merkel had 
told the prime minister that “a 
deal is overwhelmingly unlikely” 
unless Northern Ireland remains 
in a customs union with the EU 
— something the U.K. says it 
can’t allow. 

Downing Street said that “if 
this represents a new established 
position, then it means a deal is 


essentially impossible not just 
now but ever.” 

The German government con¬ 
firmed that Merkel and Johnson 
had spoken by phone Tuesday. It 
didn’t comment on the substance 
of the discussion, saying in an 


emailed response to a query that 
“as usual, we are not reporting on 
such confidential conversations.” 

The EU denied its position had 
changed. European Commis¬ 
sion spokeswoman Mina Andre¬ 
eva said “the EU position has not 


changed. We want a deal. We are 
working for a deal with the U.K.” 

European Council President 
Donald Tusk tweeted testily that 
“what’s at stake is not winning 
some stupid blame game.” 

“At stake is the future of Eu¬ 
rope and the UK as well as the 
security and interests of our peo¬ 
ple,” he said, addressing Johnson. 
“You don’t want a deal, you don’t 
want an extension, you don’t want 
to revoke; quo vadis?” — a Latin 
phrase meaning “where are you 
going?” 

Irish Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter Simon Coveney tweeted that 
it was “hard to disagree” with 
Tusk’s statement, saying it re¬ 
flected “frustration across EU 
and the enormity of what’s at 
stake for us all.” 

EU leaders have demanded 
more “realism” from Britain in 
response to a Brexit plan pro¬ 
posed by Johnson. The bloc says 
the proposals don’t fulfil the 
U.K.’s commitment to a friction¬ 
less border between Northern 
Ireland and EU member Ireland. 


Johnson, meanwhile, has urged 
the bloc to compromise. 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron has said the EU will as¬ 
sess by Friday whether a deal is 
possible. 

Johnson’s opponents in Brit¬ 
ain accused the government of 
deliberately undermining the 
Brexit talks. Keir Starmer, Brexit 
spokesman for the main opposi¬ 
tion Labour Party, said the Down¬ 
ing Street statement was “yet 
another cynical attempt by No. 10 
to sabotage the negotiations.” 

“Boris Johnson will never take 
responsibility for his own failure 
to put forward a credible deal. His 
strategy from day one has been 
for a no-deal Brexit,” he said. 

Scottish First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, who opposes Brexit, 
tweeted, “The UK government’s 
attempts to shift the blame for the 
Brexit fiasco to anyone but them¬ 
selves — today it’s Merkel — is 
pathetically transparent.” 

Johnson insists the U.K. will 
leave the EU on Oct. 31 even 
without a deal. 


Macron pays homage to 
4 slain police employees 



Matt Dunham/AP 


A climate change activist hugs an inflatable planet Earth near Downing Street in London on Tuesday 
during a second day of worldwide protests demanding urgent action on global warming 

Climate activists block roads, camp 
out in second day of global protests 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Hundreds of cli¬ 
mate change activists camped 
out in central London on Tuesday 
during a second day of worldwide 
protests by the Extinction Rebel¬ 
lion movement to demand more 
urgent actions to counter global 
warming. 

Determined activists glued 
themselves to the British govern¬ 
ment’s Department of Transport 
building as police working to keep 
streets clear appealed to protest¬ 
ers to move to Trafalgar Square. 

Cities in Australia, elsewhere 
in Europe and other parts of the 
world also had climate change 
protests for a second day. 

British Prime Minister Boris 


Johnson appealed Monday to the 
protesters to stop blocking Lon¬ 
don’s streets. He called the activ¬ 
ists “uncooperative crusties” who 
should abandon their “hemp¬ 
smelling bivouacs.” 

Mike Gumn, 33, a National 
Health Service manager with two 
children, said he used a day of an¬ 
nual leave so he could attend the 
demonstration. Gumn, of Bristol, 
took umbrage at Johnson’s char¬ 
acterization of climate change ac¬ 
tivists as “hippies.” 

“I want to make a statement 
that [the activists] are all differ¬ 
ent sorts of people from all differ¬ 
ent walks of life, not just people 
you would call hippies,” he said. 

Authorities arrested 319 peo¬ 


ple at the London protests on 
Monday. 

Disruption continued in other 
mqjor cities. In Brisbane, Austra¬ 
lia, protesters chained themselves 
to intersections in the city center 
and three people locked them¬ 
selves onto barrels filled with con¬ 
crete. A protester hanging from a 
harness beneath Brisbane’s Story 
Bridge and brandishing “climate 
emergency” flags was taken into 
police custody and charged with 
unregulated high-risk activity. 

Queensland police confirmed 
29 people — ranging in age from 
19 to 75 — were arrested in the 
city, and six others were arrested 
in Sydney after lying in a down¬ 
town street intersection. 


By Thomas Adamson 
Associated Press 

PARIS — French President 
Emmanuel Macron led a national 
tribute Tuesday to the four police 
employees slain in last week’s 
knife attack in Paris, calling them 
“victims of Islamic terrorism.” 

At a ceremony at the police 
headquarters where they were 
stabbed to 
death in last 
Thursday’s 
bloody ram¬ 
page, a sol¬ 
emn Macron 
endured 
drizzle as he 
paid hom¬ 
age to the 
three police 
officers and 
one police 
administrator killed by their own 
colleague, a 45-year-old deaf 
technology administrator and 
Muslim convert. 

“They had made the choice to 
wear the uniform, to devote their 
lives to protecting others. They 
died in service, at work,” said 
Macron, who met privately with 
families of the victims. 

French prosecutors are investi¬ 
gating the killings as a potential 
act of terrorism as it transpired 
the knifeman likely had links 
with members of an ultra-conser¬ 
vative Islamic movement. 

“The whole nation [must] unite, 
mobilize, act ... We will only win 
if our country gets up to fight 
against this underground Is- 
lamism that corrupts the children 
of France,” Macron added. 

He proposed establishing a 
“society of vigilance” to protect 
France, a country still reeling 


from numerous extremist attacks 
in recent years — but he warned 
the French against “suspicion 
that corrodes.” 

Though Interior Minister 
Christophe Castaner initially 
said there were “no warning 
signs” ahead of the attack, he has 
since acknowledged breaches in 
security over a failure to detect 
signals of the attacker’s radical- 
ization. The man had previously 
“justified” the deadly 2015 Is¬ 
lamic extremist attack on satiri¬ 
cal newspaper Charlie Hebdo in 
front of his colleagues. No written 
report was made at the time. 

It took some 24 hours after the 
attack for authorities to say it was 
a potential act of terrorism, and 
the French government initially 
maintained there was nothing to 
suggest the armed attacker had 
any ties to extremist groups. 

Earlier Tuesday, Castaner 
posthumously bestowed France’s 
highest award, the Legion of 
Honor, on the four victims. The 
fifth fatality, the knifeman, was 
shot dead by a rookie officer 
who had completed police acad¬ 
emy training six days before the 
attack. 

Authorities said the attacker 
had worked for the Paris police 
force as a technology administra¬ 
tor in the intelligence unit since 
2003 and didn’t have a history of 
psychiatric problems. 

Tuesday’s ceremony came as 
justice officials said French in¬ 
vestigators found a USB stick 
belonging to the killer containing 
information about his colleagues. 

Officials did not immediately 
confirm several French media 
reports that the memory stick 
contained “jihadi propaganda.” 



Macron 
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3 win Nobel Prize in Physics 

Men are honored for their work to understand cosmos 



Claudio Bresciani, TT/AP 


A screen displays portraits of the winners of the 2019 Nobel Prize 
in Physics — from left, James Peebles, Michel Mayor and Didier 
Queioz — at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm 
on Tuesday. 


By David Keyton 
Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — A Canadian- 
American cosmologist and two 
Swiss scientists won this year’s 
Nobel Prize in Physics on Tues¬ 
day for their work in understand¬ 
ing how the universe has evolved 
from the Big Bang and the Earth’s 
place in it — and for the block¬ 
buster discovery of a first planet 
outside our solar system. 

Canadian-born James Peebles, 
84, of Princeton University, was 
credited for “theoretical discov¬ 
eries in physical cosmology,” and 
Switzerland’s Michel Mayor, 77, 
and Didier Queioz, 53, both from 
the University of Geneva, were 
honored for discovering “an exo¬ 


planet orbiting a solar-type star,” 
said Goran Hansson, secretary- 
general of the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences. 

Peebles, hailed as one of the 
most influential cosmologists of 
his time, will collect one-half of 
the 9 million kronor, or $918,000, 
cash award, and the Swiss men 
will share the other half 

The Nobel committee said Pee¬ 
bles’ theoretical framework about 
the cosmos — and its billions 
of galaxies and galaxy clusters 
— amounted to “the foundation of 
our modern understanding of the 
universe’s history, from the Big 
Bang to the present day.” 

His work set the stage for a 
“transformation” of cosmology 
over the last half-century, using 


theoretical tools and calculations 
that helped interpret traces from 
the infancy of the universe, the 
committee said. Peebles is the 
Albert Einstein Professor of Sci¬ 
ence at Princeton. 

Mayor and Queioz were cred¬ 
ited with having “started a revo¬ 
lution in astronomy,” notably 
with the discovery of exoplanet 
51 Pegasi B, a gaseous ball com¬ 
parable with Jupiter, in 1995 — a 
time when, as Mayor recalled — 
“no one knew whether exoplanets 
existed or not.” 

An exoplanet is a planet outside 
the solar system. 

“Prestigious astronomers 
had been searching for them for 
years, in vain,” Mayor quipped. 

More than 4,000 exoplanets 


have since been found in the 
Milky Way, and “strange new 
worlds are still being discovered, 
with an incredible wealth of sizes, 
forms and orbits,” the committee 
said. 

The University of Geneva quot¬ 
ed Mayor and Queioz as saying 
it was “simply extraordinary” 
that they won the prize for “the 
most exciting” discovery of their 


careers. 

The cash prize comes with a 
gold medal and a diploma that are 
received at an elegant ceremony 
in Stockholm on Dec. 10, the an¬ 
niversary of the death of prize 
founder Alfred Nobel in 1896, 
together with the winners of five 
other Nobels. The sixth one, the 
peace prize, is handed out in Oslo, 
Norway, on the same day. 


Polish politician wins praise for 
saving child, dad in burning car 


By Vanessa Gera 
Associated Press 



Hadi Mizban/AP 

Iraqi Federal Police are deployed in the Sadr City district of Baghdad on Monday. 

Iraq’s military has acknowledged using excessive force against anti-government 
protesters. 

Iraqi military admits to use of 
‘excessive force’ in crackdown 

By Louisa Loveluck 
AND Mustafa Salim 
The Washington Post 


WARSAW, Poland — A left-wing party 
leader in Poland rescued a 2-year-old boy 
and his father from a burning car, winning 
praise across the political spectrum days 
before a national election. 

The car collided with a truck and began 
to burn Monday evening in Tabor, south 
of Warsaw. Robert Biedron witnessed 
the crash and helped the father and child 
until rescue officials arrived, fire officials 
reported. 

Local firefighters posted a photo on 
Facebook of themselves with Biedron, 
praising him and saying that “like a real 
fireman, he went to the burning car with a 
fire extinguisher.” 

It’s not clear whether Biedron’s heroics 
will help lift the fortunes of a left-wing al¬ 
liance that his Spring party belongs to in 
parliamentary elections n Sunday. The al- 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian woman 
known for posting images of herself on¬ 
line trying to look like a lead character 
from Tim Burton’s “The Corpse Bride” 
has been arrested, the semiofficial Tasnim 
news agency reported. 

Tasnim said the woman, whom it identi¬ 
fied only by her first name, Fatemah, was 
arrested Saturday. 

It said authorities are looking to charge 
her with promoting violence, blasphemy 
and encouraging youth to corruption 
and insulting the Islamic dress code for 
women. News of her detention spread 
rapidly among internet users Monday in 
Iran, where she has a wide following on 
Instagram. 

Iranian authorities regularly crack 
down on what they see as Western cultural 
influence. Many of the Islamic Republic’s 
hard-liners view the country as fighting a 
cultural “soft war” against Westernization 


liance is polling in third place, far behind 
the ruling nationalist conservative Law 
and Justice party, which has the support 
of more than 40%, and the centrist Civic 
Coalition, in second 
place. 

Biedron made his¬ 
tory when he became 
the first openly gay 
politician to win a 
seat in the national 
Parliament in 2011. 
For a time, the youth¬ 
ful and charismatic 
Biedron was seen as 
a rising political star 
who might revive the 
political left in Poland, which has grown 
increasingly weaker in past years amid a 
surge of right-wing populism. 

Biedron’s popularity has faltered follow¬ 
ing some missteps, including going back on 
some promises. 


changing its mores. 

In June, Iran’s judiciary announced a 
telephone hotline for the public to report 
any violations of social norms, including 
of dress and behavior. Tasnim said the 
woman was arrested after members of the 
public made numerous complaint calls to 
authorities. 

The woman previously posted that she 
underwent plastic surgery to make her¬ 
self resemble the character, Emily, the 
stop-motion corpse bride voiced by Helena 
Bonham Carter in the 2005 film. Some im¬ 
ages appeared digitally altered to heighten 
the look. 

Initially, some referred to her as the “An¬ 
gelina Jolie of Iran,” but in comments on 
her photos, she said she sought to resemble 
the Burton character. 

Her appearance in her posts have been 
controversial in Iran, where some follow¬ 
ers have criticized her looks and her re¬ 
sorting to plastic surgery. 


IRBIL, Iraq — Iraq’s military acknowl¬ 
edged Monday that security forces have 
used “excessive force” to quash anti-gov¬ 
ernment demonstrations, while journalists 
described growing efforts to suppress re¬ 
porting on the deadly violence. 

Security forces have killed more than 100 
people since protests erupted in Baghdad 
and southern cities last week, according 
to the Iraqi military. Hospitals have over¬ 
flowed with more than 6,000 wounded. 

By Monday, the most serious clashes had 
been confined to Baghdad’s sprawling and 
impoverished district of Sadr City, where 
15 deaths were reported the night before. 

In a televised speech, Iraqi President 
Barham Salih condemned “unacceptable” 
attacks on both protesters and the media 
and he urged security forces to preserve 
the rights of all Iraqis. 

The weeklong demonstrations began as 
a cry against corruption. As the response 
by security forces hardened, they became 
a revolt against the entire system. 

“Excessive force outside the rules of en¬ 
gagement was used, and we have begun to 
hold accountable those commanding of¬ 
ficers who carried out these wrong acts,” 
the military said in a statement, refer¬ 


ring specifically to the violence Sunday 
night. It was the first acknowledgment that 
troops had used live ammunition against 
protesters. 

The statement stopped short of admit¬ 
ting that security forces had used similar 
lethal tactics on previous days and in other 
locations, and it made no reference to at¬ 
tacks on medical personnel as they have 
treated the wounded. 

Medics in Baghdad have said their ambu¬ 
lances have come under fire, and reporters 
witnessed one medical crew being forced 
to retreat after tear gas was fired at a site 
where they were treating the wounded. 

“We call on all to show restraint in the 
ongoing protests and to allow health per¬ 
sonnel to carry out their work unobstructed 
and in safety. The alternative is unthink¬ 
able for a population already weary and in 
need,” said Katharina Ritz, the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red Cross’ head of 
the delegation in Iraq. 

The protests come as the gulf between 
rich and poor in Iraq is widening, despite 
the country’s record oil output. 

For the 800,000 Iraqis who enter the 
job market each year, opportunities are 
scant. Government ministries spend much 
of their budgets fulfilling the patronage 
promises made by powerful politicians and 
clerics, economists say. 


Iranian authorities arrest Instagram’s 
‘corpse bride’ after callers complain 



Biedron 
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Mark Rogers, Odessa (Texas) American/AP 


Here’s to your health 

Eugene Chavez leaves with Osa, a heeler, and Maiter, an Australian shepherd, after getting them vaccinated during Odessa Animal Shelter’s 
biannual $30 vaccination clinic Saturday in Odessa, Texas. Approximately 400 dogs and cats were vaccinated and licensed. 

THE CENSUS 

6 The number of wedding guests who were injured in Maryland on 
Saturday when a possibly overloaded footbridge collapsed, dropping 
pedestrians into a stream about 8 feet below, authorities said. Frederick 
County Fire Battalion Chief Dan Healy told The Washington Post that 
one person was hospitalized in serious condition, one was evaluated for 
trauma and four others were treated for non-life-threatening injuries. Fie said the 
cable-and-wood bridge appeared to have “too many people on it.” 


Police: Victim’s relative 
fatally hit suspect 

LOUISVILLE — Au- 
■ V 1 thorities in Kentucky 
said a family member of a stab¬ 
bing victim drove to help their 
relative and ended up hitting and 
killing the man suspected of the 
attack. 

News outlets reported Louis¬ 
ville Metro Police responded to 
a private, 24-hour fishing spot 
early Sunday morning on reports 
two men had gotten into a fight 
and were injured. Officers said 
one man emerged from the woods 
near the lake and attacked anoth¬ 
er man with a knife. 

Police said a relative of the 
stabbing victim then drove to the 
lake to give their family member 
aid and struck and killed the sus¬ 
pect with their car. 

The stabbing victim’s condition 
hasn’t been reported. No arrests 
have been made. 

Boy, 12, dragged, hit by 
school bus as he exited 

TAYLORTOWN — A 

12-year-old boy in 
North Carolina was dragged and 
hit by his school bus after his 
backpack got caught in its doors 
and dropped him in the path of an 
oncoming tire. 

Zion Baker told reporters he 
was getting off his West Pine 
Middle School bus in Taylortown 
last week when the doors closed 
around his backpack and the 
driver took off He said he was 
briefly dragged, but freed him¬ 
self and dropped onto the road, 
where his left arm was run over 
and fractured. 

WRAL-TV reported driver 
Kim Crawford, 43, is charged 
with reckless driving. The school 
district said the driver isn’t cur¬ 
rently driving a bus. 

Fairgoers mistake 
balloon pops for gunfire 

UQ JACKSON — The 
I w I sound of balloons 
popping at the Mississippi State 
Fair panicked a skittish crowd, 
leaving some people injured. 

Hinds County sheriff’s M^. 
Pete Luke told the Clarion Led¬ 
ger that several people fought at 
the Jackson fairgrounds Friday 
night just before balloons began 
popping at a nearby game station. 
Luke said the crowd mistook the 
unexpected noise for gunfire and 
panicked and ran. 

He said about 30 people were 
later examined by medics and 
several were injured. 

Scientists launch aerial 
attack against fire ants 

m NAHIKU — Hawaii sci¬ 
entists used helicopters 
to launch an aerial attack against 
an invasive ant species in east 
Maui. 

The Maui Invasive Species 
Committee and Hilo-based Ha¬ 
waii Ant Lab sprayed low-toxic- 
ity gel bait from helicopters last 
week to curb the stinging pests 
in the Nahiku forest, Maui News 
reported. 

Fifteen helicopters were part 
of the effort to treat an infestation 


of the little fire ants also known 
as electric ants. 

The spray combines food-grade 
ingredients and a growth regula¬ 
tor that acts like birth control, 
crews said. 

Woman arrested after 
climbing into ceiling 

PI PORT CHARLOTTE 
r L — Officials said a Flor¬ 
ida woman tried to avoid shoplift¬ 
ing charges by climbing into the 
ceiling of a Big Lots store, leading 
deputies on a five-hour search. 

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office said in a statement that 
Kristina Perkins, 37, went into the 
store restroom and climbed up the 
ceiling by removing some tiles. 
Officers arrived and used ladders 
to take down tiles throughout the 
store, making contact with Per¬ 
kins at times. 

An hour after the search was 
called off past midnight on Friday, 
a deputy stayed and saw Perkins 
climbing down a stack of shelves. 
Perkins faces criminal mischief, 
petit theft, resisting law enforce¬ 
ment without violence and other 
charges. 

Helicopter wheel found 
lodged in home’s ceiling 

IL LYNWOOD — The owner of 
a suburban Chicago flight school 
is taking responsibility for a 
wheel found lodged in the ceiling 


of a house over the weekend. 

Amy Summers, of Summer- 
Skyz Inc. of Lansing, said the 
wheel that homeowner Linda 
Taylor-Whitt found hanging from 
the ceiling of their bathroom late 
Saturday is a helicopter ground¬ 
handling wheel. 

Taylor-Whitt said she and her 
family discovered the wheel and 
the damage it caused when they 
returned from dinner. 

Summers said the wheel, used 
to move a helicopter from one 
hangar to another, was still at¬ 
tached to the helicopter when 
a flight instructor flew it out of 
Lansing Municipal Airport. 

Creamery hopes to turn 
whey into vodka 

13 CANBY — An Oregon 
creamery is working 
with a distiller to turn whey into 
vodka. 

KOIN-TV reported TMK 
Creamery, near Canby, is work¬ 
ing with Jason Greenwood, of 


Divine Distillers of Salem, on the 
venture. Greenwood said whey- 
based vodka is not common. He 
said they have been working with 
the US. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture and Oregon State University 
to “perfect” the process. 

According to the university, 
most milk that goes into a cheese¬ 
making facility comes out as 
whey, which it said can be expen¬ 
sive to dispose of in landfills. The 
university said turning whey into 
protein powders requires equip¬ 
ment that can be too expensive 
for small creameries. 

Deer crashes through 
window of hair salon 

ly Y lake ronkonko- 

1 MA — A deer crashed 
through the window of a Long 
Island hair salon Saturday and 
ran amok before breaking out the 
front door with a straightening 
iron in tow. 

The buck’s surprise visit to 
the Be.you.tiful salon in Lake 


Ronkonkoma was captured by 
the salon’s security camera and 
widely shared on social media. 

Salon owner Jenisse Heredia 
said she was cutting a client’s hair 
when she heard “this wild crash” 
and thought it was a car. 

The buck ran to the break room 
at the back of the shop, came back 
out and hit a mirror, then ran out 
with an iron caught on its antlers, 
Heredia said. 

Police said one client suffered 
leg and head pain and was treated 
at a hospital. 

Stolen duffel bag 
was filled with snakes 

^ A SAN JOSE — A Cali- 
fornia reptile lover said 
thieves who made off with his 
duffel bag probably thought they 
were taking swag. But it was full 
of snakes. 

Brian Gundy, who breeds and 
sells reptiles through his busi¬ 
ness, For Goodness Snakes, had 
given a presentation at Martin 
Luther King Library in down¬ 
town San Jose on Saturday and 
left his gear in a parking garage 
to retrieve his car. 

When he returned, he found a 
duffel bag containing three py¬ 
thons and a lizard was gone. 

Gundy told KRON-TV two 
snakes were later found in a 
dumpster but he’s worried about 
the safety of the other reptiles. 
From wire reports 
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Groban planning to let go' 

Singer-songwriter promises unique Radio City Music Hall shows 


By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

Josh Groban has a date for Valentine’s Day — with 
6,000 or so of his fans. 

The singer-songwriter said Tuesday he has booked 
New York’s City’s massive Radio City Music Hall for 
a Feb. 14 show that he promises will be a night of 
music with special guests and plenty of spontaneous, 
off-the-cuff segments. 

“I am most fulfilled when I am most scared so I’m 
excited to have the opportunity to terrify myself,” 
Groban told The Associated Press. “As my tours have 
gone on, I have found that really where the good stuff 
lies is when you let go.” 

In addition to Valentine’s Day, Groban has also 
booked Radio City for April 18 and hopes he will re¬ 
turn to the venue for a new show every few months. 

“This is something that’s so fun an idea for us that 
if this winds up just being two shows, it still would 
have been an incredible experience. I’m just excited 
to get in there and do this,” he said. “If it’s something 
people love to see. I’ll keep coming back.” 

While details are still being worked out, the show 
will have an orchestra, band and choir — “all the 
bells and whistles that go into a regular ‘me’ show,” 
Groban said — plus guests and impromptu interac¬ 
tions with fans. He promised that no two shows will 
be the same. 

“Everything that we have up our sleeve is still com¬ 
pletely in development,” he said. “We have a 100 ideas 
and we are going to, from now until Feb. 14, whittle 
them down,” he said. 

“The key was to make it loose, to make it impromp¬ 


tu. My fans have seen 18 years of touring where 
they’ve seen a very well-rehearsed show but then 
there have been these glimpses of really improvisa- 
tional, fun moments that can occur even in the are¬ 
nas. And those are the moments where the room 
just lights up.” 

Groban has been nominated for ; 

Grammy, Emmy and Tony. His latest 
album is 2018’s “Bridges,” his eighth 
studio album. 

He compared Radio City to places 
like Yankee Stadium and Madison 
Square Garden. “There’s some¬ 
thing holy about those places. 

You walk into a space that has so 
much energy from past perfor¬ 
mances, the history that’s in the 
walls.” 

Early in Groban’s career, he 
played three nights at Radio 
City Music Hall. “The first 
time I felt the love and support 
of a New York audience was at 
that theater,” he said. 

He’s returned for con¬ 
certs and co-hosted the Tony 
Awards there with Sara Ba- 
reilles in 2018. “It’s been a 
good-luck venue for me,” he 
said, though he also called it 
the “most challenging venue” 
because he needs to find the in¬ 
timacy in such a large space. 



^South Park’ creators issue mock 
apology over Chinese censorship 

Last week’s episode of “South Park” took aim 
at Hollywood and the NBA for cowing to Chinese 
censorship. Just days later, the theme proved pro¬ 
phetic after an NBA executive’s tweet supporting 
Hong Kong protesters prompted harsh Chinese re¬ 
action and quick backtracking by the league. 

Viewers in China may not get to see the Comedy 
Central show’s take on the issue, as “South Park” 
has reportedly been censored in the communist- 
ruled nation, prompting creators Matt Stone and 
Trey Parker to issue a mock apology on Monday 
that took another shot at the NBA and China. 

“Like the NBA, we welcome the Chinese censors 
into our homes and into our hearts,” the duo wrote 
in a statement on Twitter. “We too love money 
more than freedom and democracy.” 

The criticism comes amid a wave of Hollywood 
films adjusting to the whims of Chinese censorship 
and during the annual journey NBA teams make 
to China to grow the league’s foreign fan base. 

Filmmakers have worked hard to appease Chi¬ 
nese censors and appeal to its audiences in recent 
years in order to rake in millions at the nation’s box 
offices. Earlier this year, for example, filmmakers 
clipped nearly three minutes of footage from the 
Queen biopic “Bohemian Rhapsody” to remove all 
references to Freddie Mercury’s sexuality. 

The controversy over a since-deleted tweet from 
Houston Rockets General Manager Daryl Morey 
has brought criticism of Chinese censorship to the 
forefront yet again. 

On Wednesday, “South Park” released an epi¬ 
sode called “Band in China,” which featured the 
clueless Randy Marsh, the most prominently fea¬ 
tured parent in the show, detained in a Chinese 
prison and labor camp for trying to sell the mari¬ 
juana he grows on his Colorado farm to what he 
thinks will be a large, untapped market in China. 
Meanwhile, his son, Stan, battles with a film pro¬ 
ducer over the script for a biopic about his death 



Comedy Central 


“South Park’s” “Band in China” episode seems 
to have raised concerns with Chinese censors. 

metal band as Chinese advisers request rewrite 
after rewrite to appease the government’s strict 
content standards. 

“For this movie to really make money, we need 
to clear the Chinese censors,” the producer tells 
Stan. “You gotta lower your ideals of freedom if 
you wanna” do business in China, he adds. 

In a scene at the beginning of the episode, sever¬ 
al NBA players, including one wearing a Houston 
Rockets jersey, and recognizable Disney charac¬ 
ters fly to China as brand ambassadors to entice 
Chinese viewers to tune in to their American 
programming. Randy goes to extreme lengths to 
satisfy the Chinese officials and regain his free¬ 
dom. His son rejects the censors’ demands, boldly 
proclaiming that he cannot sell his soul to make 
money in the Chinese film market. 

The Hollywood Reporter searched Monday for 
the show on several Internet platforms subject to 
Chinese censorship standards and could not find 
large swaths of “South Park” content. 

On Tuesday, the show was removed from Chi¬ 
na’s most popular streaming services like Youku 
and Bilibili.com. 

From The Washington Post 


Sia reveals chronic illnesses 


From wire services 

Singer-songwriter Sia is suf¬ 
fering from chronic pain due to 
a neurological condition and a 
connective tissue disorder called 
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome. 

In a rare moment of openness, 
the artist — known for keeping 
details about herself, and her 
face, private — shared the update 
with her millions of Twitter fol¬ 
lowers Oct. 4 and offered words 
of support for those struggling 
with their own health issues. 

“Hey, I’m suffering with chron¬ 
ic pain, a neurological disease, 
ehlers danlos and I just wanted to 
say to those of you suffering from 
pain, whether physical or emo¬ 
tional, I love you, keep going,” 
Sia tweeted. “Life is ... hard. Pain 
is demoralizing, and you’re not 
alone.” 

The “Chandelier” singer then 
went on Sunday night to elaborate 
on her neurological and mental- 
health issues, saying she is taking 
a break to receive treatment for 
complex post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

Finally, the pop star expressed 
sympathy for those with less 
health care access than she has 
and encouraged those battling 
illness to continue fighting. 

“Plenty of people suffering 
more than me,” she wrote. “At 
least I have resources. I really feel 
for those struggling w/the health¬ 
care system. KEEP GOING!” 


Eagles plan huge tour 
performances of album 

The Eagles are planning mas¬ 
sive performances of their album 
“Hotel California” during their 
2020 tour. 

Performances of the band’s 
1976 album will include a 46- 
piece orchestra and a 22-voice 
choir. Organizers announced 
Tuesday that 77 musicians are 
expected to be onstage while the 
Eagles perform hits including 
“New Kid in Town” and “Life in 
the Fast Lane.” 

The band’s 2020 tour will kick 
off Feb. 7 in Atlanta and end April 
18 in Los Angeles. Stops will in¬ 
clude New York, Dallas, Houston 
and San Francisco. 

HBO orders 2 more 
seasons of ‘Axios’ show 

HBO has ordered two new 
seasons of its Sunday night news 
program modeled after the Axios 
website, which has produced 
newsmaking interviews with 
presidential son-in-law Jared 
Kushner and business leaders 
Elon Musk and Tim Cook. The 
decision, announced on Tuesday, 
means 12 episodes each year in 
2020 and 2021. 

“Axios on HBO” wraps up its 
second season with four new epi¬ 
sodes that begin on Oct. 20. 
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OPINION _ 

Trump should read the Constitution 


By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 

T here are times in Washington 
when events shift into fast for¬ 
ward. The last two weeks have felt 
faster than that. 

To recap the most head-snapping 
events: After initially denying that he had 
urged Ukraine to dig up dirt on Joe Biden, 
President Donald Trump boasted that he 
had done just that — and publicly asked 
China to investigate Biden too. Then, after 
Trump denied that his demand to Ukraine 
was linked to his decision to withhold U.S. 
military aid, text messages between U.S. 
diplomats and an account from a Republi¬ 
can senator confirmed that it was. As the 
evidence mounted, the president accused 
House Democrats of plotting a “coup” and 
suggested that a senior member of Con¬ 
gress should be arrested for treason. 

On Friday, House Democrats issued a 
subpoena to the White House for documents 
about Trump’s dealings with Ukraine and 
his aides’ alleged attempts to cover them 
up. That kicked the impeachment inquiry 
into overdrive and probably means a fero¬ 
cious court battle ahead. 

One thread ties these collisions together: 
This president doesn’t appear to know or 
care much about the Constitution, espe¬ 
cially the limits it puts on his power. 

“I have an Article II, where I have the 
right to do whatever I want,” he said last 
year, referring to the part of the founding 
document that establishes the executive 
branch. But that’s not what Article II does. 

Article II is the president’s job descrip¬ 
tion. Like any job description, it spells out 
what he should do — and, by implication, 
what he shouldn’t. It says the president is 
commander in chief of the armed forces; 
that he has the power to appoint officials 
once Congress authorizes their positions; 
and, most important, that “he shall take 
care that the laws are faithfully executed.” 
It doesn’t give him the authority to ask for¬ 


eign governments to investigate a potential 
opponent in the next election or block mili¬ 
tary aid to an ally to help his reelection. 

After trying out several explanations for 
his actions. Trump belatedly tried to cloak 
them in virtue, saying they were part of 
a hitherto undetected campaign against 
global corruption. 

“I have an absolute right, perhaps even 
a duty” to investigate corruption, he tweet¬ 
ed, including asking “other countries to 
help us out.” 

But no president’s rights are absolute. 
And if Trump had read the Founding Fa¬ 
thers, he would know they saw foreign gov¬ 
ernments meddling in American politics 
as a threat, not an opportunity. 

“As often as elections happen, the danger 
of foreign influence recurs,” warned John 
Adams, who would become vice president 
under George Washington. 

“This is basic stuff,” another future vice 
president said. “Foreign donors, and cer¬ 
tainly foreign governments, cannot par¬ 
ticipate in the American political process.” 
That was Mike Pence in 2016. 

Article II limits the president’s powers 
at home too. It doesn’t enable the presi¬ 
dent to order Congress to do his bidding, 
which seems to have surprised Trump. “I 
find Congress more difficult, frankly, than 
many of the foreign leaders... because they 
have their own views,” he said in June. 

He treats the judicial branch of govern¬ 
ment the same way. In Trump’s view, judg¬ 
es who rule in his favor are good; judges 
who rule against him are bad, or Demo¬ 
crats, or (in one case) “a Mexican.” His 
lawyers have argued that Article II pro¬ 
tects a president from being investigated 
for any crime whatever. 

But the real tip-off to Trump’s autocratic 
view of the presidency is the way he de¬ 
scribes his political opponents as enemies 
of the state. He calls Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif, chairman of the House Intelli¬ 
gence Committee, guilty of “treason” for 


paraphrasing Trump’s conversation with 
the president of Ukraine in a disrespectful 
way. “He was lying about the president of 
the United States,” Trump complained. 

In monarchies and dictatorships, “trea¬ 
son” often covers discourtesy to the head 
of state. In Thailand, a man was jailed in 
2015 for mocking the king’s dog. North Ko¬ 
rea’s ruler, Kim Jong Un, ordered an aide 
killed for dozing off during his speech. 

But in the United States, even lying about 
the president is not treason, which is care¬ 
fully defined in (you guessed it) the Consti¬ 
tution as: “levying war against [the United 
States, or] adhering to their enemies.” 

The Constitution protects Schiff’s 
freedom not once but twice: in the First 
Amendment, which guarantees freedom of 
speech, and in the debate clause of Article 
I, which protects members of Congress. 

As for whistleblowers, they’re not in the 
Constitution, but they’re protected by laws 
that are even older. In 1778, during the 
Revolutionary War, the Continental Con¬ 
gress declared it a “duty” of U.S. officials 
“to give the earliest information to Con¬ 
gress or any other proper authority of any 
misconduct, frauds or misdemeanors.” The 
law was passed after Rhode Island jailed 
two Navy officers for blowing the whistle 
on a superior. 

Trump took an oath to defend the Con¬ 
stitution. Instead, he’s attacking it — by 
inflating and abusing his powers, ignoring 
laws he swore to protect and demanding 
unconstitutional reprisals against any¬ 
one who opposes him. No matter what the 
president imagines Article II to contain, he 
doesn’t have the right, “absolute” or other¬ 
wise, to distort U.S. national security poli¬ 
cy to damage a political rival or stonewall 
legitimate inquiries from Congress. 

He needs to take an hour of executive 
time and read the Constitution. 

Doyle McManus is a Washington columnist for the 
Los Angeles Times and director of the journalism 
program at Georgetown University. 


Allow Sikhs and others to honor faith as they serve 


By Capt. Simratpal Singh 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T his week, families in Houston, 
law enforcement and the Sikh 
American community across the 
nation continue to mourn a sense¬ 
less death. 

Last Friday afternoon, Harris County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Sandeep Singh Dhaliwal 
was shot and killed during a traffic stop in 
northwest Houston. Deputy Dhaliwal was 
a hero, and he was also a trailblazer as the 
first officer in the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the state of Texas, to secure a 
religious accommodation to serve his com¬ 
munity while also maintaining his Sikh ar¬ 
ticles of faith. 

For Sikhs, our articles of faith include a 
turban (dastaar) and unshorn hair (kesh). 
These religious articles are meant to re¬ 
mind us of our religion’s commitment to 
selfless service and social justice. Unfortu¬ 
nately, these articles of faith can also lead 
to barriers in careers where stringent and 
outdated uniform or grooming standards 
still apply. 

I’ve experienced those barriers first¬ 
hand throughout my career in the U.S. 
Army, when I was forced to make an un¬ 
tenable decision between service to my na¬ 
tion and devotion to my faith. 

In 2006, I entered West Point and was 
immediately ordered to cut my hair and 
shave my beard. After graduating and 
earning my Ranger Tab, I deployed to 
Afghanistan, where I led a platoon tasked 
with clearing improvised explosive de¬ 
vices. After five years of service to our 


country, I recognized that I could no longer 
continue a career in the military without 
feeling spiritually whole, so I became de¬ 
termined to return to my true identity and 
Sikh articles of faith. 

In 2015 I was granted a short-term re¬ 
ligious accommodation. Unfortunately, the 
Army continued to push me through slow 
bureaucratic processes and excessive, 
arbitrary testing requirements. After fil¬ 
ing a lawsuit where I was represented by 
the Sikh Coalition and its legal partners at 
the Becket Fund and McDermott Will & 
Emery, a federal court ruled in 2016 that 
the Army needed to either hold thousands 
of other soldiers who had exemptions for 
beards to these same lofty standards or 
stop singling me out. 

I was finally granted a long-term reli¬ 
gious accommodation, but the victory was 
much bigger than that. Ultimately, the 
policy change that came out of my court 
ruling was implemented in early 2017; the 
Army has now streamlined the process for 
accommodations like mine for all religious 
minorities, and honors those accommoda¬ 
tions throughout a soldier’s chosen career 
path. Thanks to the improved process, 
more than 60 Sikhs now serve with their 
articles of faith in the Army. 

The trend is catching on, too. Since June 
2019, the U.S. Air Force has successfully 
accommodated three Sikh airmen. 

As Americans, we know that religious 
freedom is one of our nation’s core val¬ 
ues. It has been reiterated time and again 
throughout our history, from the Bill of 
Rights all the way up to President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s speech at the United Nations 


General Assembly last week. It’s time to 
make a clear and simple path for those of 
us who choose to serve — whether that’s 
in our local communities or our nation’s 
military — in keeping with our faith. We 
aren’t arguing for special treatment or cut¬ 
ting corners, just the simple right to follow 
our career calling while staying true to our 
religious identity. 

For state and local law enforcement, this 
means advancing model policies (like that 
adopted by the Metropolitan Police De¬ 
partment in Washington, D.C.) that will 
make accommodation processes easier. 
And as far as the military is concerned, 
each branch of the armed forces should 
adopt a clearer, simpler accommodation 
policy like the one the Army originally put 
in place in 2017 — or simply have a stan¬ 
dardized directive from the top down via 
the Department of Defense. 

As the city of Houston and so many 
others across the state, nation and world 
mourn the loss of Deputy Dhaliwal, we 
should honor his legacy by making these 
necessary changes to better enable all 
religious minorities to serve. Religious 
tolerance and diversity on the front lines 
of service is a quintessential part of who 
we are as a nation — and law enforcement 
agencies, along with every branch of our 
military, have a duty to protect these core 
values of our hallowed institutions. 


Capt. Simratpal Singh is an active-duty U.S. Army 
officer who graduated from the United States 
Military Academy at West Point and received the 
Bronze Star on his deployment to Afghanistan in 
Operation Enduring Freedom. The views 
expressed in this column are his own. 
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Lawsuit calls Fortnite addictive, harmful 


By Edward C. Baig 

USA Today 

Roughly a quarter of a billion 
mostly obsessed gamers are bat¬ 
tling it out in Fortnite. There’s 
a darn decent chance kids you 
know are among them. 

A Montreal-based law firm 
launched a proposed class action 
in Canada on behalf of two Que¬ 
bec parents who claim that Fort¬ 
nite publisher Epic Games needs 
to pay the price for a third-person 
shooter they allege is as addic¬ 
tive, and potentially harmful, as 
cocaine. 

The firm, Calex Legal, repre¬ 
sents plaintiffs who are identified 
only by their initials, FN and JZ. 
They are the parents of a 10- and 
15-year-old, respectively. 


Written in French, the legal 
action alleges that when a per¬ 
son is engaged in Fortnite for a 
long period, the player’s brain 
releases the “pleasure hormone 
dopamine” and that Fortnite 
was developed by psychologists, 
statisticians and others over four 
years “to develop the most addic¬ 
tive game possible,” all so Epic 
could reap lucrative profits. 

An Epic spokesperson said the 
company does not comment on 
ongoing litigation. 

Though Fortnite is free to play, 
kids spend gobs of real money 
purchasing the in-game currency, 
V-Bucks, used for dances (which 
are called “emotes”), skins and 
custom outfits for their virtual 
alter egos. 


“The defendants used the same 
tactics as the creators of slot 
machines, or variable reward 
programs, [to ensure] the depen¬ 
dence of its users, [and] the brain 
being manipulated to always 
want more,” the suit alleges in a 
rough translation. “Children are 
particularly vulnerable to this 
manipulation since their self-con¬ 
trol system in the brain is not de¬ 
veloped enough.” 

Epic has 30 days to respond to 
the legal action. The case could 
take up to a year or so. 

Alessandra Esposito Char- 
trand, an attorney with Calex 
Legal, told the CBC in Canada 
that the suit is based on the same 
legal basis as a Quebec Superior 
Court ruling in 2015 that deter¬ 


mined that tobacco companies 
didn’t warn the public about the 
dangers of smoking. Chartrand 
said it was Epic’s duty to issue 
similar warnings around the ad¬ 
dictive nature of Fortnite. 

Last year, the World Health 
Organization classified “gaming 
disorder” as a diagnosable con¬ 
dition, giving mental health pro¬ 
fessionals a basis for setting up 
treatment and identifying risks 
for addictive behavior. 

In a Common Sense/Survey 
Monkey poll released last Decem¬ 
ber, about 1 in 5 parents found it 
at least moderately difficult to 
get kids off Fortnite, and about a 
quarter said they were concerned 
about how much time their child 
spent playing. 


Lego toymaker testing way to recycle bricks for other kids 



Frank Augstein/AP 


A visitor looks through Lego pieces provided for a project at the 
Tate Modern in London. The company that makes Lego is offering 
customers a way to return used plastic bricks no longer in use. 


By Joseph Pisani 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Lego is looking 
to keep its plastic bricks out of the 
trash. 

The Danish toymaker is testing 
a way for customers to ship their 
unwanted bricks back and get 
them into the hands of other kids. 

It said Tuesday that customers 
in the U.S. can print out a mailing 
label on its site, dump their used 
Lego bricks in a box and ship 
them off for free. 

Lego said the pieces will be 
cleaned, put in a box and given 
to Teach for America, a nonprofit 
that will donate them to class¬ 
rooms across the United States. 
Some bricks will be also sent to 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston 
for their after-school programs. 

Lego said if the test is success¬ 


ful, it may expand the program 
beyond the U.S. next year. 

The company typically tells its 
customers to keep their bricks or 
pass them on to others. But some 
have asked for another way to 
donate them, said Tim Brooks, 
Lego’s vice president of environ¬ 


mental responsibility. 

Lego, like other big brands, is 
looking to please customers wor¬ 
ried about plastic’s impact on the 
environment. Plastic doesn’t dis¬ 
integrate but instead can break 
down into tiny pieces and be 
eaten by birds or other wildlife. 


endangering their health. 

It is also working to find other 
materials for its colorful bricks, 
but finding one as durable as plas¬ 
tic has been a challenge. Brooks 
said. 

Last year, however, it began 
making Lego trees and bushes 
out of sugar cane. 


MARKET WATCH 


Oct. 7, 2019 

-95.70 

26,478.02 



The Canadian suit isn’t the 
first time Epic Games has faced 
a potential class action. In June, 
a federal case was brought in the 
northern district of California 
that alleged in part that Fort¬ 
nite lacks built-in “parental con¬ 
trols that would allow parents 
or guardians of minors to make 
informed decisions regarding 
in-app purchases” and that mi¬ 
nors who change their mind after 
making a purchase, even minutes 
after doing so, are not allowed a 
refund. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 9). 

Dollar buys (Oct. 9). 

British pound (Oct. 9). 

Japanese yen (Oct. 9). 

South Korean won (Oct. 9). 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira).... 


.$1,127 

,...€0.8873 

.$1.26 

.104.00 

...1,165.00 

.0.3770 

.$1.2214 

.1.3315 

.7.1441 

. 6.8064 

. 16.3054 

... $1.0974/.9113 

. 7.8444 

. 304.46 

. 3.5042 

.106.93 

.0.3041 

.9.1563 

.51.86 

.3.94 

.3.7503 

.1.3813 

. 1,198.09 

.0.9918 

.30.40 

... 5.8025 


available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.85 

3-month bill.1.68 

30-year bond.2.04 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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^ Bro, if t,Ke glue ^ 



Violdfi, tViifi will Ve 

"5-9-19 


tke greatest -prank 



^ in frati Vii^.tor^. 




EIZAKK0,C0M Pisl.w Kins feat,l.. 

Fa^eLook/Dm/EiZarroCoYnkfi 0201- 

t ’SiZftHOD - 

1 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I “Kapow!” 

4 Quick swim 

7 Killer whale 

8 A Great Lake 
10 Arcade pioneer 

II Make equal 

13 Tricky romantic 
relationships 

16 Salt source 

17 Supermarket 
section 

18 Nonclerical 

19 Baseball glove 

20 Laura of 

“Big Little Lies” 

21 Obliterate 

23 Small earrings 

25 Whirled 

26 Inlet 

27 Rm. coolers 

28 Sweeties 
30 Wee bite 

33 1967 Sidney 
Poitier film 

36 More minuscule 

37 External 

38 Bygone Olds 

39 Armed conflicts 


40 Billboards 

41 Take to court 

DOWN 

1 Praise for a diva 

2 Ranch measure 

3 Rum cocktails 

4 Golfer David 

5 Peace goddess 

6 Vintage 
video game 

7 Oklahoma tribe 

8 Robbery 

9 Canceled out 

10 Gore and Pacino 
12 Compote fruits 

14 Ceremony 

15 Thesaurus wd. 
19 Fortify 


20 Payable 

21 Center 

of Florida? 

22 Putin’s land 

23 Separate 

24 Sitcoms, 
for instance 

25 Plopped down 

26 Egypt’s capital 

28 Used a towel 

29 Pitchers 

30 Dame — 

31 Currier’s partner 

32 Capita lead-in 

34 “To Live 
and Die —” 

35 Hawaiian feast 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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10-9 CRYPTOQUIP 


LU 

IFL 

0 NDE 

EHIAGRO 

MF, 

LQ 

OP 

M ’H 

NDMH 

A Q HU 

RQ 

DM 

M 

L 0 A 

, E U 0 

YT 0 Q P 

“ Y U A Q 

M, 

GQ 

D EIZZUTH!” 




Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT FLORISTS’ SHOPS 
ONE OBSERVES FLOWERS PLACED WITHIN 
DECORATIVE URNS, BUT NOT VASE VERSA. 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals W 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.C( 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


le ofthe latest Scam 


] Vehicle buyers wanting ti 
buy sight unseen and ha' 


] People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 


Autos for Sale 141 


2008 Peugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 
- $5,000.00 - 72,409 miles 
{116,531km) German Spec. 




fanev01@hotmail.co 


2009 HONDA CR-V 86,651 
— (139,452km^Jnsp^tion is 

M*anu^'Biesefwith1raite7 
‘""O.SOO email: 


Spec. I 
hitch 
fanevOI @hotmail.c 

a 


BMW X5 for sale $24,600.00 - 
RMW X.5 Diesel Am.Specs. 

*" options, includ- 


105,000 
sage, window curtains 
more. Accident free, one ow 
dealer maintained, garage 
Mint condition in/ouf Must 
Tel. celliOl 602642954 
home:067815087710 
Email: gorshev@hotmail.cc 

a 


Mercedes for Saie - - 2009 
$7,700, 120K'^i^fes°'^Klew fires® 
Mopn^Roof, ^U^FK Jns|^rted 


Caii: 010-4174-0259 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Autos for Sale-UK 154 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo 
charged unieaded engine Auto¬ 
matic 7 yearyaO.OOO mile war¬ 
ranty S-line/Premium Plus edi¬ 
tion Premium Bose sound sys¬ 
tem with subwoofer Power 
moon roof Recently serviced by 
Audi^passed all checks UK 
SALK TAX PAID 35,000 miles 
Email: glorydog2001 Ogmail.co 

a 


r - $350.00 - 


wo67549@gmail.com 

a 


Collectibles 


and Fertility Dolls - $30.00 - 2 
Ebony Letter openers and 3 
ebony Fertility dolls from The 
Gambia, West Africa. PCS Sale. 
Call:+4&-6571-9522421 


Furniture 


510 


Antique English Bureau (Desk) 
- $600.00 - Circa mid-19th 
Century English drop front hard¬ 
wood writing, desk in great 
condition. 55!5" H x 36" W x 16" 
D. One long drawer, raised top 
shelf, shelves below, mounted 
on 2 broad trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Bu^er picks u^. 

+49^6571-9522421 ' ^ 

Q 


Edwardian Walnut Arched Mir¬ 
ror (From UK) - $60.00 - in a 
walnut frame, with a carved 

PlTghT21.75''' 'wfde.^ Buyer picks 
up PCS Sale. (Sail: 
+49-6571-9522421 

a 


- ®00.00 - Pair o1 English Oak 
Lancashire Ladder Bacli Chairs. 

+49-6571-9522^2l" ' ^ 

a 


ihWcker Picnic Hampers 
h Wicker Picnic Hampers 


k^wlyweds! Call and 
if interested. Ccst is pt, , 
Call: +49-6571-9522421 


Gift fcr 
eave tel# 
hamper. 


Monopoly Norwich (Engiand) 
Special Editicn - $25.ob - Brand 
new Mcnopciy Ncrwich Editicn 
(from England). In shrink wrap. 
Call: +49-%571-9522421 

a 


Chair >cm UK) - $125.: 
Sheraton revival painted ..._ 
hcgany salcn chair. Shield sha¬ 
ped back, pierced back splat 


Fireplace Teels - $170.00 - 
Brand p.oew Antique Copper 

of matching antique copper 
finteh fireplace tools. Price is for 


- both items. Leave 


Mink Trimmed Cream Colored 
Cape - $40.00 - Ladies hand¬ 
made cream coloured velvet 
cape (with lining) trimmed in 
mink. Great for winters in 
Germany! Leave your # and I 
will get hack to you. PCSing to 
warmer climate. Call: 
+49-6571-9522421 

a 


US Army Vintage Fort Dix Scarf 
- $10.00 - Vintage US Army 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, Scarf. 
Call:+49-6571-9522421 

Q 


PCS Sale 


780 


Mirror (from UK) - $75.00 - 
Edwardian Walnuf mirror circa 
1900, 34.5" H X 23" W. From 
England good condition. PCS 
Safe. Buyer picks up. Call: 


Bodum Coffee Press + Tray+ 6 
cups - $40.00 - Bodum Cham- 
bord Coffee Press with cozy + 6 
cups + Antique Rosewood serv¬ 
ing tray with emblem. Like new 
condition. Sold as a set. PCS 
Sale. Leave phone msg and I 
will call you hack. Buyer picks 
up. Call: +49-6571-9522421 

C2 


Ware . Tea Set. 


bes Sale. Leave message 
ana I will call you back. CDl: 
+49-6571-9522421 


Photography 830 


Looking for a Christmas Gift? 
How about a 
Photo from Europe! 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Classifieds 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229-3276 Civ: 03-6385-3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645-7418 Civ: 098-893-0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Autos for Sale 141 


, heated seats, sunroof. Call or 
text 010.3004.1512, Jinhae. 
Email: Kevinmcd19@yahoo.com 

a 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSI^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 

STARSK^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


WNBA playoffs 

(Best-of-five; x-if necessary) 
Washington 2, Connecticut 1 

Washington 95, Connecticut 86 
Connecticut 99, Washington 87 
Washington 94, Connecticut 81 
Tuesday: at Connecticut 
x-Thursday: at Washington 

NBA preseason 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atiantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

New York 1 0 1.000 - 

Boston 1 0 1.000 - 

Brookiyn 1 0 1.000 - 

Phiiadeiphia 0 0 .000 - 

Toronto 0 0 .000 - 

Southeast Division 

Oriando 2 0 1.000 - 

Miami 0 0 .000 - 

Atianta 0 1 .000 Wi 

Chariotte 0 1 .000 l'/2 

Washington 0 1 .000 l'/2 

Centrai Division 

indiana 2 0 1.000 - 

Miiwaukee 1 0 1.000 'A 

Cieveiand 1 0 1.000 'h 

Detroit 0 1 .000 l'/2 

Chicago 0 1 .000 l'/2 

WESTERN CDNFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 2 0 1.000 - 

Daiias 0 0 .000 - 

Memphis 1 0 1.000 Vi 

New Orieans 1 0 1.000 Vi 

San Antonio 0 1 .000 l'/2 

Northwest Division 

Utah 1 0 1.000 - 

Denver 0 0 .000 - 

Minnesota 0 0 .000 - 

OkiahomaCity 0 0 .000 - 

Portiand 0 0 .000 - 

Pacific Division 

W L Pet GB 

LA. Lakers 1 0 1.000 - 

Phoenix 0 0 .000 - 

L.A.Ciippers 1 1 .500 '72 

Goiden State 0 1 .000 1 

Sacramento 0 2 .000 IVi 

Sunday’s games 
Memphis 123, Maccabi Haifa 88 
Boston 107, Chariotte 106 
L.A. Ciippers 127, Shanghai Sharks 87 
Monday’s games 

Cleveland 120, Buenas Aires San 
Lorenzo 89 

New York 104, Washington 99 
Orlando 115, Detroit 91 
New Orleans 133, Atlanta 109 
Milwaukee 122, Chicago 112 
Tuesday’s games 
Houston vs. Toronto at Tokyo 
Guangzhou Long-Lions at Phifadelphia 
San Antonio at Miami 
Dallas vs. Oklahoma City at Tulsa, Okla. 
New Zealand Breakers at Memphis 
Minnesota at Phoenix 
Denver vs. Portland at Portland, Ore. 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Detroit 

Guangzhou Long-Lions at Washington 

Miami at Charlotte 

Orlando at Atlanta 

New Orleans at Chicago 

Utah at Milwaukee 

Thursday’s games 
Toronto vs. Houston at Tokyo 
Brooklyn vs. L.A. Lakers at Shanghai 
New Zealand Breakers at Oklahoma City 
Maccabi Haifa at Portland 
Phoenix at Sacramento 
Denver at L.A. Clippers 
Minnesota at Golden State 


World rankings 

Through Oct. 6 

1. Brooks Koepka L 

2. Rory Mcliroy \ 

3. Dustin Johnson L 

4. Jon Rahm E 

5. Justin Rose 

6. Patrick Cantlay 

7. Justin Thomas 

8. Bryson DeChambeau 

9. Tiger Woods 

0. Xander Schauffele 

1. Francesco Molinari 

2. Tony Finau 

3. Webb Simpson 

4. Paul Casey 

5. Tommy Fleetwood 

6. Patrick Reed 

7. Adam Scott 

8. Shane Lowry 

9. Rickie Fowler 
0. Gary Woodland 

1. Matt Kuchar 

2. Louis Oosthuizen 

3. Marc Leishman 

4. Kevin Na 

5. Jason Day 

6. Matt Wallace 

7. Kevin Kisner 


College football 


Schedule 

Wednesday, Oct. 9 
SOUTH 

Appalachian St. (4-0) at Louisiana-La- 
fayette (4-1) 

Thursday, Oct. 10 
SOUTH 

Bethune-Cookman (4-1) at NC Central 
(2-4) 

Syracuse (3-2) at NC State (3-2) 

SOUTHWEST 

Louisiana-Monroe (2-3) at Texas St. (2-3) 

Friday^ Oct. 11 

Lafayette (0-5) at Princeton (3-0) 

SOUTH 

Virginia (4-1) at Miami (2-3) 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. (1-5) at New Mexico (2-3) 
Colorado (3-2) at Oregon (4-1) 

Saturday, Oct. 12 
EAST 

Richmond (2-3) at Maine (2-3) 

Robert Morris (1-4) at St. Francis (Pa.) 
(3-2) 

Memphis (5-0) at Temple (4-1) 

Holy Cross (2-3) at Brown (1-2) 

LIU (0-4) at Bryant (1-5) 

Bucknell (0-5) at Colgate (0-6) 

CeSU (4-1) at Columbia (1-2) 

Cornell (1-2) at Harvard (2-1) 

Norfolk St. (1-5) at Howard (1-5) 
Presbyterian (0-5) at Monmouth (NJ) 
(3-2) 

Delaware St. (1-4) at Morgan St. (0-5) 
Sacred Heart (3-2) at Penn Q-2) 

Yale (3-0) at Dartmouth (3-0) 

Fordham (2-4) at Georgetown (4-1) 
Albany (NY) (3-3) at Towson (3-2) 

Iowa St. (3-2) at West Virginia (3-2 
New Hampshire (3-2) at Stony Brook (4-2) 
SOUTH 

Georgia Tech (1-4) at Duke (3-2) 

South Carolina (2-3) at Georgia (5-0) 
Mississippi St. (3-2) at Tennessee (1-4) 
San Diego (2-2) at Davidson (4-1) 
Morehead St. (2-3) at Jacksonville (2-3) 
Hampton (3-2) at Gardner-Webb (2-3) 
Villanova (6-0) at James Madison (5-1) 
Samford (3-3) at VMI (3-3) 

Delaware (3-2) at Elon (2-4) 

Florida A&M (4-1) at SC State (3-1) 

W. Carolina (1-4) at The Citadel (2-4) 
Old Dominion (1-4) at Marshall (2-3) 
Savannah St. (3-2) at Alcorn St. (4-2) 
SE Missouri (3-2) at Austin Peay (3-2) 
Alabama A&M (4-2) at Grambling St. (1-4) 
Alabama St. (2-3) at Jackson St. (1-4) 
Charleston Southern (1-4) at Ken- 
nesaw St. (4-1) 

Murray St. (3-3) at Tennessee St. (1-5) 
Florida St. (3-2) at Clemson (5-0 
BYU (2-3) at South Florida (2-3) 

UConn (1-4) atTulane (4-1) 

Middle Tennessee (2-3) at FAU (3-2) 
Northwestern St. (0-5) at Nicholls (3-2) 
UNLV (1-4) at Vanderbilt (1-4) 

Rhode Island h-4) at Virginia Tech (3-2) 
Georgia St. (3-2) at Coastal Carolina (3-2) 
Incarnate Word (3-2) at SE Louisiana 
(3-2) 

Charlotte (2-3) at FlU (2-3) 

UMass (1-5) at Louisiana Tech (4-1) 
North Texas (2-3) at Southern Miss. (3-2) 
Prairie View (2-3) at Southern U. (2-3) 
UT Martin (3-2) at Tennessee Tech (4-2) 
Army (3-2) at W. Kentucky (3-2) 
Arkansas (2-3) at Kentucky (2-3) 
Louisville (3-2) at Wake Forest (5-0) 
Florida (6-0) at LSU (5-0) 

MIDWEST 

Toledo (4-1) at Bowling Green (1-4) 
Michigan (4-1) at Illinois (2-3) 

Rutgers (1-4) at Indiana (3-2) 
Maryland (3-2) at Purdue (1-4) 

Miami (Ohio) (2-3) at W. Michigan (3-3) 
Drake (2-2) at Butler (1-4) 

Jacksonville St. (4-2) at E. Illinois (0-6) 
W. Illinois (0-5) at Indiana St. (2-3) 

Ball St. (2-3) at E. Michigan (3-2) 

N. Iowa (3-2) at N. Dakota St. (5-0) 
Dayton (3-1) at Valparaiso (0-5) 

New Mexico St. (0-6) at Cent. Michigan 
(3-3) 

South Dakota (2-3) at Missouri St. (1-3) 
Kent St. (2-3) at Akron (0-5) 

N. Illinois (1-4) at Ohio (2-3) 

Michigan St. (4-2) at Wisconsin (5-0) 

S. Dakota St. (3-1) at Youngstown St. 
(4-1) 

Mississippi (3-3) at Missouri (4-1) 
Illinois St. (3-2) at S. Illinois (2-3) 

Penn St. (5-0) at Iowa (4-1) 

Nebraska (4-2) at Minnesota (5-0) 
Southern Cal (3-2) at Notre Dame (4-1) 
SOUTHWEST 

Oklahoma (5-0) vs. Texas (4-1) at Dallas 
MVSU (1-4) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (4-2) 


LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through Oct. 6 

usrt iz.zi Trn Money 

NIR 9.60 1. Jin Young Ko 18 $2,632,412 

USA 8.55 2. Jeongeun Lee6 20 $1,913,357 

ESP 7.57 3. Sung Hyun Park 18 $1,500,237 

ENG 7.22 4. Lexi Thompson 19 $1,404,576 

USA 7.18 5. Brooke M. Henderson 23 $1,373,027 

USA 7.12 6. MinjeeLee 21 $1,203,124 

USA 5.96 7. Ariya Jutanugarn 24 $1,060,804 

USA 5.93 8. Sei Young Kim 21 $1,050,011 

USA 5.73 9. HyoJooKim 16 $1,022,717 

ITA 5.65 10. Nelly Korda 16 $1,007,423 

USA 5.58 11. Hannah Green 19 $987,267 

USA 5.58 12. Lizette Salas 20 $977,621 

ENG 5.44 13. Carlota Ciganda 20 $934,396 

ENG 5.32 14. Shanshan Feng 19 $874,716 

USA 5.18 15. Mi Jung Hur 18 $856,403 

AUS 5.09 16. Nasa Hataoka 17 $766,564 

IRL 4.86 17. Danielle Kang 18 $746,253 

USA 4.80 18. Amy Yang 19 $737,378 

USA 4.76 19. Brittany Altomare 22 $736,261 

USA 4.59 20. Moriya Jutanugarn 24 $732,176 

SAF 3.97 21. Eun-HeeJi 19 $726,221 

AUS 3.93 22. In bee Park 15 $709,264 

USA 3.92 23. Celine Boutier 23 $703,421 

AUS 3.70 24.SoYeonRyu 16 $690,266 

ENG 3.53 25. Angel Yin 19 $685,659 

USA 3.50 26. Yu Liu 24 $682,959 


Lamar (3-3) at Sam Houston St. (4-2) 
Missouri S&T (4-1) at Texas Southern 
(0-5) 

Cincinnati (4-1) at Houston (2-3) 
Alabama (5-0) at Texas A&M (3-2) 
Texas Tech (3-2) at Baylor (5-0) 
McNeese St. (3-3) at Cent. Arkansas (3-2) 
UAB (4-1) at UTSA (2-3) 

Houston Baptist (4-2) at Abilene Chris¬ 
tian (2-4) 

Navy (3-1) at Tulsa (2-3) 

FAR WEST 

North Dakota (3-2) at Idaho St. (2-3) 
Washington St. (3-2) at Arizona St. (4-1) 

N. Colorado (1-5) at E. Washington (2-4) 
Sacramento St. (3-2) at Montana St. (5-1) 
San Jose St. (3-2) at Nevada (3-2) 
Idaho (2-4) at Portland St. (3-3) 

Fresno St. (2-2) at Air Force (3-2) 

Cal Poly (2-3) at UC Davis (2-4) 

Utah (4-1) at Oregon St. (2-3) 

S. Utah (1-5) at Weber St. (3-2) 

Hawaii (4-1) at Boise St. (5-0) 
Wyoming (4-1) at San Diego St. (4-1) 
Washington (4-2) at Arizona (4-1) 

STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Oct. 5, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (155) 5-0 3899 1 

2. James Madison (1) 5-1 3704 2 

3. South Dakota State 4-1 3611 3 

4. Weber State 3-2 3286 4 

5. Villanova 6-0 3221 5 

6. Montana State 5-1 3043 6 

7. Kennesaw State 4-1 2820 7 

8. Montana 5-1 2815 8 

9. Towson 3-2 2497 9 

10. Northern Iowa 3-2 2357 13 

11. Furman 4-2 2271 14 

12. Nicholls 3-2 2173 16 

13. N.C.A&T 4-1 1993 15 

14. Illinois State 3-2 1810 10 

15. Delaware 3-2 1437 19 

16. Central Arkansas 3-2 1391 11 

17. Jacksonville State 4-2 1118 21 

18. Maine 2-3 1071 20 

19. Youngstown State 4-1 985 18 

20. Southeast Missouri State 3-2 959 23 

21. Princeton 3-0 775 25 

22. Stony Brook 4-2 680 24 

23. Southeastern Louisiana 3-2 525 17 

24. UC Davis 2-4 414 12 

25. Sam Houston State 4-2 351 - 

Others: Sacramento State 350, Dart¬ 
mouth 281, S.C. State 198, North Dakota 
195, Austin Peay 114, Yale 88, CCSU 70, 
Wofford 39, Alcorn State 28, Eastern 
Washington 26, New Hampshire 24, Ten¬ 
nessee Tech 23, McNeese 20, Houston 
Baptist 17, Samford 8, UT Martin 7, Elon 
3, Georgetown 2, Cal Poly 1. 

FCS Coaches poll 

Records Through Oct. S 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (26) 5-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 5-1 621 2 

3. South Dakota State 4-1 598 3 

4. Kennesaw State 4-1 548 4 

5. Weber State 3-2 536 5 

6. Montana State 5-1 508 7 

7. Villanova 6-0 506 8 

8. Montana 5-1 480 9 

9. Towson 3-2 406 10 

10. Northern Iowa 3-2 392 13 

11. Furman 4-2 380 14 

12. Nicholls 3-2 345 15 

13. Illinois State 3-2 340 6 

14. N.C.A&T 4-1 329 16 

15. Delaware 3-2 243 18 

16. Central Arkansas 3-2 231 10 

17. Youngstown State 4-1 210 17 

18. Jacksonville State 4-2 191 20 

19. Princeton 3-0 146 23 

20. Maine 2-3 130 22 

21. UC Davis 2-4 114 12 

22. Southeast Missouri State 3-2 103 25 

23. Stony Brook 4-2 93 24 

24. Sam Houston State 4-2 57 — 

25. Southeastern Louisiana 3-2 55 19 

Others receiving votes: North Dakota 

55, Sacramento State 42, Yale 30, Dart¬ 
mouth 26, S.C. State 22, Austin Peay 18, 
Houston Baptist 16, Tennessee Tech 14, 
Eastern Washington 5, Wofford 4, Cal 
Poly 3, New Hampshire 3, Campbell 2, 
CCSU 1, Idaho 1, Incarnate Word 1. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

Nationai Basketbaii Association 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS - Signed C 
Kavion Pippen. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Waived CB 
Greg Mabin. Activated G Alex Redmond 
from the exempt list. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Activated WR 
Antonio Callaway to the 53-man roster. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
TE Ben Watson. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Added CB Nevin 
Lawson to the active roster. Waived G 
Lester Cotton Sr. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed 
LB Demone Harris to the practice squad. 
Released WR Ishmael Hyman from the 
practice squad. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Released K Cai¬ 
ro Santos and OL David Quessenberry. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Fired 
coach Jay Gruden. Promoted offensive 
line coach Bill Callahan to interim head 
coach. Released LB Cassanova McKinzy. 
Signed TE Hale Hentges. 


AFCA Division II Coaches poll 

Records Through Oct. 5 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Valdosta State (30) 5-0 797 1 

2. Ferris State (1) 5-0 761 2 

3. Minnesota State 5-0 733 3 

4. Tarleton State (1) 5-0 708 4 

5. Notre Dame (Ohio) 5-0 633 5 

5. Ouachita Baptist 5-0 633 6 

7. Northwest Missouri State 5-0 610 7 

8. Lenoir-Rhyne 5-0 587 8 

9. Slippery Rock 5-0 524 10 

10. Indianapolis 5-0 523 11 

11. Colorado School of Mines 5-0 486 13 

12. West Chester 5-0 411 14 

13. Pittsburg State 5-0 406 15 

14. Wingate 5-0 362 16 

15. Central Missouri 5-0 352 17 

16. Indiana 5-0 288 19 

17. Colorado State-Pueblo 4-1 262 18 

18. Bowie State 5-0 236 20 

19. Grand Valley State 4-1 211 9 

20. Texas A&M-Commerce 3-1 174 21 

21. Kutztown 5-0 161 24 

22. Harding 4-1 158 22 

23. Minnesota-Duluth 4-1 127 12 

24. Truman State 5-0 101 - 

25. West Florida 4-1 53 - 

Others receiving votes: Angelo State 

44, Virginia Union 19, East Stroudsburg 
13, West Texas A&M 8, Carson-Newman 
7, Ashland 5, Eastern New Mexico 2, Hen¬ 
derson State 2, Dixie State 1, Missouri 
S&T 1, Saginaw Valley State 1. 

AFCA Division III Coaches poll 

Records through Oct. 5 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Mary Hardin-Baylor (45) 4-0 1315 1 

2. Mount Union (8) 4-0 1280 2 

3. Wisconsin-Whitewater 4-0 1184 3 

4. St. John’s (Minn.) 4-0 1148 4 

5. Muhlenberg 5-0 1063 7 

6. Wheaton (III.) 4-0 1023 9 

7. Berry 5-0 970 8 

8. Wesley 4-0 876 10 

9. Bethel (Minn.) 4-0 872 11 

10. Ithaca 4-0 765 12 

11. Wartburg 5-0 716 13 

12. North Central 3-1 661 5 

13. Delaware Valley 4-1 619 14 

14. John Carroll 3-1 592 15 

15. Salisbury 3-0 532 16 

16. St. Thomas (Minn.) 3-1 522 17 

17. Redlands 4-0 453 19 

18. Johns Hopkins 4-1 419 18 

19. Wisconsin-Platteville 4-0 408 24 

20. Hardin-Simmons 4-1 370 6 

21. Case Western Reserve 4-0 240 25 

22. Linfield 2-1 224 22 

23. Central (Iowa) 4-0 149 — 

24. Susquehanna 4-1 148 — 

25. Cortland 4-0 87 - 

Others receiving votes: Chapman 77, 

Union (N.Y.) 61, Whitworth 60, WPI 52, 
Texas Lutheran 44, Washington & Jeffer¬ 
son 36, Bridgewater (Va.) 33, Wisconsin- 
Oshkosh 33, Hope 26, Hobart 24, Hendrix 
20, Brockport 19, Mount St. Joseph 15, 
Wisconsin-La Crosse 14, RPI 12, Wit¬ 
tenberg 12, Illinois Wesleyan 11, Martin 
Luther 9, Middlebury 6, Wabash 5, Trine 
4, Wisconsin-Eau Claire 4, Washington 
(Mo.) 3, Wesleyan (Conn.) 3, Simpson 
(Iowa) 2, Western New England 2, Bald- 
win-Wallace 1, Endicott 1. 


NAIA poll 

Records through Oct. 5 


MLS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Oct. 19 
Eastern Conference 

New England at Atlanta 
D.C. at Toronto 

Western Conference 
Dallas at Seattle 
Portland at Salt Lake 

Sunday, Oct. 20 
Eastern Conference 
New York Red Bulls at Philadelphia 
Western Conference 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota 

Conference Semifinals 
Eastern Conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
Toronto-D.C. winner at New York City FC 
Thursday, Oct. 24 

Philadelphia-New York Red Bulls win¬ 
ner vs. Atlanta-New England winner at 
higher-seeded team 

Western Conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
Salt Lake-Portland winner vs. Seattle- 
Dallas winner at higher-seeded team 
Thursday, Oct. 24 

Minnesota-LA Galaxy winner at Los 
Angeles FC 

Conference Championships 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 

Western Conference at higher-seeded 


MLS Cup 
Sunday, Nov. 10 

Eastern Conference champion vs. 
Western Conference champion at high¬ 
er-seeded team 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 14 5 4 46 51 21 

Chicago 14 8 2 44 41 28 

Portland 11 6 6 39 40 31 

Reign FC 10 6 7 37 25 25 

Washington 9 8 6 33 30 25 

Utah 9 10 4 31 23 24 

Houston 7 11 5 26 20 34 

Sky Blue FC 5 13 5 20 18 31 

Orlando 4 16 3 15 22 51 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, Oct. S 

Washington 3, Orlando 0 

Saturday’s games 
Sky Blue FC at North Carolina 
Reign FC at Orlando 
Houston at Utah 
Washington at Portland 


Record Pts Pvs 


4. Concordia (Mich.) 5-0 352 5 

5. Grandview 6-0 338 7 

6. Benedictine (Kan.) 5-1 297 2 

7. Northwestern (Iowa) 4-0 294 8 

8. College of Idaho 4-0 285 9 

8. Saint Francis (Ind.) 3-1 285 3 

10. Lindsey Wilson 5-0 273 10 

11. Cumberlands (Ky.) 4-0 235 11 

12. Southeastern (Fla.) 4-0 212 12 

13. Saint Xavier (III.) 2-2 195 15 

14. Dickinson State 4-1 191 13 

15. Montana Western 4-0 188 16 

16. Langston 3-1 171 17 

17. Evangel (Mo.) 5-1 155 18 

18. Ottawa (Ariz.) 5-0 129 20 

19. Kelser 5-0 112 22 

20. Reinhardt 4-2 108 21 

21. Siena Heights 4-1 85 19 

22. Montana Tech 3-1 81 23 

23. Bethel (Tenn.) 3-2 64 14 

24. Baker 4-2 46 24 

25. MidAmerica Nazarene 5-1 44 — 

Others receiving votes: Sterling 15, 

Cumberland (Tenn.) 6, Bethel (Kan.) 2. 


HOCKEY 

Nationai Hockey League 
ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled F Max 
Comtois from San Diego (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Traded LW Da¬ 
vid Pope to Vancouver for D Alex Biega. 
Recalled LW Ryan Kuffner, RW Evgeny 
Svechnikov, D Alex Biega and D Oliwer 
Kaski from Grand Rapids (AHL). Placed 
LW Andreas Athanasiou, C Frans Nielsen, 
D Trevor Daley and D Jonathan Ericsson 
on IR. Placed F Johan Franzen and F Hen¬ 
rik Zetterberg on long-term IR. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Acquired D 
Nick Ebert and a fourth-round pick in the 
2021 NHL entry draft from the Ottawa 
Senators for F Vladislav Namestnikov. 
SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 


Shanghai Masters 

ig Forest Spo 
Shanghai, CL 
Purse: $7,473,620 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
Men’s Singles 
First Round 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. Du- 
san Lajovic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4. 

John Isner (16), United States, def. 
Alex de Minaur, Australia, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Borna Co- 
ric (12), Croatia, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Lucas Pouille, France, def. Zhe Li, Chi¬ 
na, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-4. 

Matteo Berrettini (11), Italy, def. Jan- 
Lennard Struff, Germany, 6-2, 6-1. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Guido 
Pella, Argentina, 6-3, 7-5. 

Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, def. 
Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (5), 
4-0, ret. 

David Goffin (13), Belgium, def. Rich¬ 
ard Gasquet, France, 6-2, 6-3. 

Second Round 

Nikoioz Basilashvili (15), Georgia, def. 
Benoit Paire, France, 6-4,1-6, 6-1. 

Hubert Hurkaez, Poland, def. Gael 
Monfils (9), France, 6-2, 7-6 (1). 


First Round 

Novak Djokovic and Filip Kraj’inovic, 
Serbia, def. Kevin Krawietz and Andreas 
Mies (5), Germany, 6-3, 3-6,10-3. 

Rohan Bopanna, India, and Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, def. Karen Khacha- 
nov and Andrey Rublev, Russia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Michael Venus, New Zealand, and Ra¬ 
ven Klaasen (4), South Africa, def. Wes¬ 
ley Koolhof, Netherlands, and Stefanos 
Tsitsipas, Greece, 6-4, 7-6 (8). 


Linz Open 


ORLANDO CiTY - Fired coach James 
O’Connor. 

PORTLAND TiMBERS - Announced F 
Brian Fernandez has voluntarily entered 
the MLS’ Substance Abuse and Behav¬ 
ioral Health Program. 

COLLEGE 

KANSAS — Fired offensive coordina¬ 
tor Les Koenning. Promoted offensive 
consultant Brent Dearmon to offensive 
coordinator. 


Monday 
At intersport Arena Linz 
Linz, Austria 
Purse: $250,000 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Women’s Singies 
First Round 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Julia 
Grabber, Austria, 6-4,6-2. 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Jil Tei- 
chmann, Switzerland, 6-1,6-1. 

Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-1, 6-7 (1), 7-6 (5). 
Women’s Doubles 
First Round 

Elixane Lechemia, France, and Nicola 
Geuer, Germany, def. Natela Dzalamidze, 
Russia, and Lidziya Marozava, Belarus, 
1-6, 6-4, 10-5. 

Renata Voracova, Czech Republic, and 
Alicj'a Rosolska (2), Poland, def. Sharon 
Fichman, Canada, and Maria Sanchez, 
United States, 6-2,4-6,10-4. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Biles sets record, US wins world gymnastics title 


Associated Press 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Simone Biles won a record 21st 
medal at the world gymnastics 
championships on Tuesday as the 
United States retained its wom¬ 
en’s team all-around title. 

It was Biles’ 15th career gold 
and broke a tie with Russian gym¬ 
nast Svetlana Khorkina for the 
most medals overall by a woman 
at the world championships. She’s 
now two short of Vitaly Scherbo’s 
all-time record of 23 among men 
or women. 

“Every year it feels better and 
better just because we’re adding 
to the legacy,” Biles said. “I feel 
like I never think of records. I just 
go out there and do what I came 
to do, which is compete for the 
country.” 

The US. team scored 172.330 
points to beat second-place Russia 
by 5.801 points and win its seventh 
consecutive team title at an Olym¬ 
pics or world championships. 

The reward for winning was a 
battery-powered medal that lights 
up when it senses movement. 
Biles called it “the sickest medal 
we’ve ever had.” 

Biles posted the best individual 
scores on the vault, balance beam 
and floor. 

“I think if I do the routine that 
I did tonight I’ll be more than 


happy” in Thursday’s individual 
all-around final, she said. 

A fall for Sunisa Lee on balance 
beam in her world championship 
debut and a fumbled routine from 
Grace McCallum on the uneven 
bars left the U.S. with room for 
improvement, though both were 
strong on other apparatus. 

“It’s just so surreal to come out 
here and end up on top with the 
strength of the team that we have, 
even after having a couple falls 
out there,” Biles said. 

Russia became the first team 
to get within six points of the U.S. 
since China at the 2015 world 
championships, something which 
pleased Russian gymnast Ange¬ 
lina Melnikova. 

“We’re happy that we got sec¬ 
ond because we can’t battle the 
Americans just yet, but today the 
gap was significantly lower than 
at the last few world champion¬ 
ships,” Melnikova said. 

Biles said other teams were 
“most definitely” closing in on the 
U.S. 

“All of the teams have improved 
their difficulty over the last quad, 
and I think that’s really exciting to 
see the strength that they have.” 

Italy ended its 69-year wait for a 
women’s team medal with bronze, 
as China failed to make the po¬ 
dium for the first time since the 
2003 world championships. 


Women counter 
US Soccer’s assertions 

U.S. Soccer was misleading 
when it asserted some players for 
the women’s national team made 
more money than their male 
counterparts, the women’s team 
players said in court documents 
filed Monday. 

The players say in the docu¬ 
ments that the men’s pay would 
have been far greater if they’d 
had the same success on the field 
as the women. 

The filing was a response to a 
U.S. Soccer motion opposing the 
players’ request to certify a law¬ 
suit seeking equitable pay as a 
class-action. The women asked 
a court last month to include all 
players called up to the national 
team, which could increase the 
class to more than 50 players. 

Twenty-eight players, includ¬ 
ing stars Alex Morgan and Megan 
Rapinoe, were part of the original 
suit filed against U.S. Soccer in 
March alleging institutionalized 
gender discrimination that in¬ 
cludes inequitable compensation 
between the men’s and women’s 
teams. A May 5 trial date has 
been set in U.S. District Court in 
Los Angeles. 

The federation has maintained 
that compensation for each team 
is the result of separate collective 


bargaining agreements, and that 
the pay structures are different 
as a result. 

U.S. Soccer further argued last 
week that four players — Mor¬ 
gan, Rapinoe, Carli Lloyd and 
Becky Sauerbrunn — were each 
paid more than the highest-paid 
player on the men’s national team 
in four years over the period be¬ 
tween 2014 and 2019. 

U.S. Soccer said because those 
players made more, they lack the 
standing to represent a class. 

The women’s filing Monday said 
the only reason those four players 
were able to earn more was “they 
worked in far more games, had 
far greater success and thus were 
able to earn more money in sal¬ 
ary and bonuses even under the 
indisputably discriminatory set 
of the USSF’s compensation poli¬ 
cies.” It said this didn’t constitute 
equal pay. 

The players’ response maintains 
that the four players were paid 
less than one-third of what a male 
counterpart would have made if 
the men’s team had been as suc¬ 
cessful over the same period. 

Jets QB Darnold cleared 
to play vs. Cowboys 

NEW YORK — Jets quar¬ 
terback Sam Darnold has been 
cleared by doctors to play this 


week after he missed three 
games while recovering from 
mononucleosis. 

Darnold had medical tests 
Tuesday to determine if the swell¬ 
ing in his spleen — a common 
symptom of the illness — had 
dissipated enough for him to play 
again. 

The Jets announced in a Twit¬ 
ter post that Darnold will start 
Sunday at home against Dallas. 

In other NFL news: 

■ Los Angeles Rams lineback¬ 
er Clay Matthews is expected to 
be out for four to six weeks with a 
broken jaw. 

■ A person familiar with the 
move confirms to The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Buffalo Bills 
have agreed to trade receiver Zay 
Jones to the Oakland Raiders. 

Buffalo will acquire a fifth- 
round pick in the 2021 draft. 

■ The New York Giants are 
probably going to be without wide 
receiver Sterling Shepard for their 
Thursday night game against the 
New England Patriots. 

Giants coach Pat Shurmur said 
Monday that Shepard is back in 
the concussion protocol for the 
second time this season. Tight 
end and leading receiver Evan 
Engram (knee) and running back 
Wayne Gallman (concussion) also 
did not practice Monday. 




Top Scores for Week 5 
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Top 10 Overall Scores 

467 ReviewIG 

United States 
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Week 06 DEADLINE 

12 Noon US Central Time, Every Thursday 

Log in every week during the 2019 NFL Season and make your picks for the winners of the upcoming NFL games. 
Earn points for every winning team you pick and at the end of the season, you may find yourself the winner.* 


There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nf1.stripes.com. 
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MLB PLAYOFFS 


Nats; Zimmerman’s HR 
broke game open in fifth 



The Cardinals’ Yadier Molina celebrates his game-winning sacrifice fly against the Atlanta Braves on 
Monday during the 10th inning of Game 4 of their National League Division Series in St. Louis. 

Cards; Molina’s RBI single in eighth 
set stage for his sacrifice fly to win it 


FROM BACK PAGE 

in Molina’s flyball for the final out 
of Atlanta’s 3-1 win Sunday. 

Before coming up with his first 
career game-ending RBI in the 
postseason, Molina tied it at 4 with 
a two-out single in the eighth that 
went just off the top of the glove of 
a leaping Freeman. 

“I thought it was going in there,” 
the 6-foot-5 Freeman said. “I just 
needed to be 6-7.” 

On this day, there was no deny¬ 
ing the nine-time All-Star in red. 

Albies homered and drove in 
three runs for Atlanta, and Acuna 
Jr. had four hits. But the NL East 
champions went O-for-9 with run¬ 
ners in scoring position, a con¬ 
tinuing problem in the postseason 
over the past two years. 

The Braves left the bases load¬ 
ed in the sixth and seventh. Acuna 
was stranded on third when Josh 
Donaldson filed out in the ninth. 

“We’re a hit away from — just 
some productive outs — from 
continuing to add on,” manager 
Brian Snitker said. 

Ozuna homered twice for St. 
Louis, and Goldschmidt also 
connected. But the NL Central 
champions were four outs from a 
second straight difficult loss be¬ 
fore Molina delivered down the 
stretch. 

“It’s not an accident, the suc¬ 
cess that he has,” Goldschmidt 
said. “He works really hard at 
it.” 

Albies gave Atlanta a 4-3 lead 


^\A 


NLDS Game 5 

St. Louis Cardinals 
at Atlanta Braves 

AFN-Sports 

11 p.m. Wednesday GET 
6 a.m. Thursday JKT 


with a two-run homer off Dakota 
Hudson in the fifth, capping a 
three-run rally. 

The Braves carried the advan¬ 
tage all the way into the eighth, 
but Goldschmidt doubled and 
Molina came up with the tying hit 
off Shane Greene. 

“I mean, he’s a ballplayer,” 
Snitker said, handing Molina 
perhaps the greatest compliment 
that a baseball lifer will use. “He 
plays the game, he plays the game 
in front of him probably about as 
good as anybody in the game.” 

Carlos Martinez gave St. Louis 
a lift after Acuna led off the ninth 
with a double, retiring three in a 
row. The closer took the loss Sun¬ 
day when he gave up three runs 
in the ninth. 

Game 1 starter Miles Mikolas 
worked the 10th for the win. 

Dansby Swanson had two hits 
and scored twice for Atlanta, 


which has dropped its last nine 
postseason rounds — just one off 
the m^or league record held by 
the Chicago Cubs. It is trying to 
advance to the franchise’s first 
NL Championship Series since 
2001. 

“We battled and we gave our¬ 
selves a chance,” Swanson said. 
“We just weren’t able to get it 
done today.” 

St. Louis got off to a fast start, 
delighting the crowd of 42,203 on 
a picturesque October afternoon. 
Goldschmidt drove a 3-1 change- 
up from Dallas Keuchel deep to 
left with two out in the first, and 
Ozuna followed with a laser into 
the second deck in left for a 2-0 
lead. 

It was the first set of consecu¬ 
tive playoff homers for the Car¬ 
dinals since Wong and Randal 
Grichuk accomplished the feat in 
Game 2 of the 2015 NLDS against 
the Chicago Cubs. 

The Braves got one back on 
Albies’ sacrifice fly in the third, 
but Ozuna led off the fourth with 
another drive to left for the first 
multihomer playoff game for a 
Cardinals player since Carlos 
Beltran in Game 2 of the 2012 
NLDS against Washington. 

Ozuna is batting .471 (8-for-17) 
with four RBIs in his first career 
postseason series. 

Pitching on three days of rest, 
Keuchel allowed three runs and 
four hits in 3 Vs innings in his 11th 
career postseason start. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

face the Braves or Cardinals next. 
Their NLDS heads to a Game 5 at 
Atlanta on Wednesday. 

Zimmerman showed what he 
still can do at the plate by taking a 
97 mph pitch, the second thrown 
by reliever Pedro Baez, and turn¬ 
ing it into a high-arching 400-foot- 
plus rainbow that descended onto 
the green batter’s eye in straight¬ 
away center field for a three-run 
shot that made it 5-1. 

“Zim put a really good swing on 
it,” Dodgers manager Dave Rob¬ 
erts said. 

That was after Julio Urias, LA’s 
third pitcher and the one charged 
with the loss, began the fifth by 
serving up a line-drive single to 
Trea Turner, who finished with 
three hits. Rendon, who led the 
m^ors with 126 RBIs during the 
regular season but entered Mon¬ 
day with just one in the playoffs, 
delivered a run-scoring single 
that made it 2-1. 

Rendon also brought home runs 
via sacrifice flies in the third and 
sixth. 

That was plenty for Scherzer, 
who clenched his teeth while get¬ 
ting through his last inning after 
loading the bases by issuing a 
pair of walks with one out in the 
seventh. But he got out of that by 
striking out pinch-hitter Chris 
Taylor and getting Joe Pederson 
— whose liner on a first-pitch cut 
landed about an inch foul — to 
ground out. 

Scherzer shook his arms and 
yelled as he stalked to the home 
dugout. 

“You can’t say enough about his 
compete,” Roberts said. “He just 
sort of wills his way to getting 
outs.” 

The Dodgers’ lone run came 
when Justin Turner connected 
for a no-doubt-about-it homer to 
left on Scherzer’s 10th pitch, a 95 
mph fastball. But from there, fac¬ 
ing an LA lineup stacked with a 
half-dozen lefty hitters, Scherzer 
displayed the sort of ornery dom¬ 
inance that helped him win three 
Cy Young Awards. 

“He might look like a maniac 
out there,” catcher Kurt Suzuki 
said, “but he’s smart.” 




NLDS Game 5 

Washington Nationals 
at Los Angeles Dodgers 

AFN-Sports 

2:30 a.m. Thursday GET 
9:30 a.m. Thursday JKT 


Scherzer entered these playoffs 
on a skid: His teams, Detroit and 
Washington, had been 0-7 in his 
most recent seven postseason ap¬ 
pearances. But the Nationals won 
the NL wild-card game last week, 
which he started; Game 2 of the 
NLDS, when Scherzer struck out 
all three batters he faced in relief 
of Strasburg; and now Game 4. 

Scherzer said a Game 5 appear¬ 
ance was out of the question. 

“That pushed me all the way to 
the edge and then some,” he said. 
“So, yeah, I can’t imagine any 
scenario where I’m pitching.” 

LA’s own three-time Cy guy, 
Clayton Kershaw, will be avail¬ 
able to follow Buehler, Roberts 
said. 

The Dodgers are trying to get 
to the NLCS for the fourth year 
in a row, while the Nationals have 
never been to that round since 
moving from Montreal in 2005. 
Washington will be playing in its 
fourth NLDS Game 5 in the past 
eight years; the Nats are 0-3 so 
far, with all those losses at home, 
including against the Dodgers in 
2016. 

Zimmerman for so many years 
was the face of the franchise for 
the Nationals, who made him 
their first draft pick 14 years ago. 
So he’s been through all their 
highs, including four NL East ti¬ 
tles, and lows, including early exit 
after early exit in the playoffs. He 
no longer is an everyday player 
— Game 4 marked his second 
start of this postseason — and 
his teammate-mandated dugout 
dance after his homer consisted 
of pretending to use a walker. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer surrendered 
just one run while throwing 109 pitches over seven innings Monday. 
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MLB PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Playoffs glance 

x-if necessary 
WILD CARD 

Washington 4, Milwaukee 3 
Tampa Bay 5, Oakland 1 
DIVISION SERIES 
(Best-of-five) 

American League 
Houston 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Houston 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Houston 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Monday: Tampa Bay 10, Houston 3 
Tuesday: at Tampa Bay 
x-Thursday: at Houston 

N.Y. Yankees 3, Minnesota 0 
N.Y. Yankees 10, Minnesota 4 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Minnesota 2 
Monday: N.Y. Yankees 5, Minnesota 1 
Nationai League 
L.A. Dodgers 2, Washington 2 
L.A. Dodgers 6, Washington 0 
Washington 4, L.A. Dodgers 2 
L.A. Dodgers 10, Washington 4 
Monday: Washington 6, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Wednesday: Washington (Strasburg 
18-6) at L.A. Dodgers (Buehler 14-4) 
Atianta 2, St. Louis 1 
St. Louis 7, Atlanta 6 
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 0 
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 1 
Monday: St. Louis 5, Atlanta 4, 10 in¬ 
nings 

Wednesday: St. Louis (Flaherty 11-8) 
at Atlanta (Foltynewicz 8-6) 

LEAGUE CHAMPiONSHIP SERIES 
(Best-of-seven) 

American League 

Saturday: N.Y. Yankees at Houston or 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 

Sunday, Oct. 13: N.Y. Yankees at Hous¬ 
ton or Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 

Tuesday, Oct. 15: Houston at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees or N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay 
Wednesday, Oct. 16: Houston at N.Y. 
Yankees or N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay 
x-Thursday, Oct. 17: Houston at N.Y. 
Yankees or N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay 
x-Saturday, Oct. 19: N.Y. Yankees at 
Houston or Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: N.Y. Yankees at 
Houston or Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Nationai League 

Friday, Oct. 11: St. Louis-Atlanta win¬ 
ner at L.A. Dodgers or Washington at St. 
Louis-Atlanta winner 

Saturday, Oct. 12: St. Louis-Atlanta 
winner at L.A. Dodgers or Washington at 
St. Louis-Atlanta winner 

Monday, Oct. 14: L.A. Dodgers at St. 
Louis-Atlanta winner or St. Louis-Atlanta 
winner at Washington 

Tuesday, Oct. 15: L.A. Dodgers at St. 
Louis-Atlanta winner or St. Louis-Atlanta 
winner at Washington 

x-Wednesday, Oct. 16: L.A. Dodgers at 
St. Louis-Atlanta winner or St. Louis-At¬ 
lanta winner at Washington 

x-Friday, Oct. 18: St. Louis-Atlanta 
winner at L.A. Dodgers or Washington at 
St. Louis-Atlanta winner 

x-Saturday, Oct. 19: St. Louis-Atlanta 
winner at L.A. Dodgers or Washington at 
St. Louis-Atlanta winner 

WORLD SERIES 
(Best-of-seven) 

Tuesday, Oct. 22: at better record 
Wednesday, Oct. 23: at better record 
Friday, Oct. 25: at worse record 
Saturday, Oct. 26: at worse record 
x-Sunday, Oct. 27: at worse record 
x-Tuesday, Oct. 29: at better record 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 30: at better record 

Monday 

Nationals 6, Dodgers 1 

Los Angeles Washington 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Pederson rf 4 0 0 0 T.Turnerss 5 2 3 0 

Muncy lb 4 0 0 0 Eaton rf 10 0 0 

J.Turner3b 4 111 Rendon 3b 2 113 
Bellinger cf 4 0 10 Soto If 3 0 0 0 

Seagerss 4 0 10 Kendrick 2b 4 12 0 

Beaty If 3 0 10 Doolittle p 0 0 0 0 

Freese ph 10 10 Hudson p 0 0 0 0 

Lux 2b 3 0 0 0 Zmmrmnlb4 12 3 
Smith c 2 0 0 0 Suzuki c 3 0 0 0 

Hilip 1 0 0 0 M.Taylorcf 3 12 0 

Maedap 0 0 0 0 Scherzerp 3 0 0 0 

Pollock ph 1 0 0 0 Dozier 2b 10 0 0 

Uriasp 0 0 0 0 

Baezp 0 0 0 0 

Stripling p 0 0 0 0 

C.Taylorph 10 0 0 

Mayp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 29 610 6 

Los Angeles 100 000 000-1 

Washington 001 041 OOx—6 

DP—Los Angeles 2, Washington 0. LOB— 
Los Angeles 7, Washington 7. 2B—Seager 
(1), T.Turner (3). 3B-T.Turner (1). HR- 
J.Turner (2), Zimmerman (1). SB—Bellinger 
(1). SF-Rendon 2 (2). S-Eaton (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Hill 2^3 2 114 2 

Maeda I'/s 1 0 0 0 2 

Urias L,0-1 ^3 3 3 3 0 0 

Baez '/3 2 1110 

Stripling 1 1110 0 

May 2 1 0 0 0 1 


Rays 10, Astros 3 

Houston Tampa Bay 

ab r b bi ab 


Brantley If-rf 4 0 0 0 Meadows If 5 1 12 

Bregman3b 3 110 Phamdh 4 0 11 

Alvarez dh 4 12 0 Choi lb 4 111 

Gurriel lb 4 0 2 2 Garcia rf 4 2 10 

Correa ss 4 0 0 0 Lowe 2b 4 12 1 

R.Chirinosc 3 0 0 0 d’Arnaud c 2 10 1 

Reddick rf 2 0 0 0 Kiermaiercf4 113 

A.Diazph-lf 2 0 0 0 Adames ss 3 2 3 1 

Totals 35 3 7 3 Totals 35101210 

Houston 100 002 000- 3 

Tampa Bay 031 401 lOx-10 

E-Bregman (1), YDiaz (1). DP-Hous- 
ton 1, Tampa Bay 0. LOB—Houston 7, 
Tampa Bay 6. 2B—Altuve (2), Alvarez (2), 
Adames (1), Meadows (2). HR—Altuve 
(2), Kiermaier (1), Choi (1), Lowe (1), 
Adames (1). SF—d’Arnaud (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Greinke L,0-1 3^/5 5 6 6 1 5 

Rondon 0 1110 0 

Miley 22/5 4 3 2 1 1 

Smith ^3 0 0 0 0 0 

James 1 2 0 0 1 1 

Tampa Bay 

Morton W,2-0 5 3 1 1 2 9 


Roe 

McKay Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Drake 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Poche 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Rondon pitched to 1 batter in the 4th. 
HBP-Greinke (d’Arnaud). T-3:37. A- 
32,251 (25,025). 


Yankees 5, Twins 1 

New York Minnesota 

ab r b bi ab 

LeMahieulbS 0 0 0 Kepler cf 


ScherzerW,l-0 7 4 1 1 3 7 

Doolittle l'/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Hudson Vs 1 0 0 0 1 

WP-Stripling. T-3:24. A-36,847 

(41,313). 


hbi 


Judge rf 3 0 0 0 Polanco ss 5 0 10 

Gardner cf 4 0 11 Cruzdh 4 0 0 0 

Encrncion dh 4 0 0 0 Rosario rf 4 13 1 
Stanton If 3 0 10 Garver c 3 0 0 0 

Maybinlf 1111 Arraez2b 4 0 2 0 

Torres 2b 4 3 3 1 Sano3b 4 0 0 0 

Sanchez c 3 0 10 Gnzlezlb-lf4 0 10 
Gregorius ss 4 0 2 2 Cave If 2 0 10 
Llrshela3b 4 110 Cron ph-lb 10 10 
Totals 35 510 5 Totals 35 1 9 1 
New York 011 000 102-5 

Minnesota 000 000 010-1 

E—Garver (1). DP—New York 1, Minne¬ 
sota 2. LOB—New York 5, Minnesota 11. 
2B—Urshela (1), Torres 2 (3), Rosario (1), 
Arraez (4). HR—Torres (1), Maybin (1), 
Rosario (1). SB-Torres (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Severino 4 4 0 0 2 4 

Kahnie Vs 1 0 0 0 0 

Ottavino 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Green W,l-0 V/s 2 0 0 0 1 

Britton H,2 V/s \ 110 0 

Chapman S,l-1 IVs 1 0 0 13 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi L,0-1 5 5 2 2 0 5 

Rogers 2 2 110 2 

Romo l'/3 2 2 2 1 0 

May % 1 0 0 0 2 

Ottavino pitched to 1 batter in the 5th. 
WP-Britton, Odorizzi. T-4:02. A-41,121 
(38,649). 

Cardinais 5, Braves 4 (10) 

Atlanta St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Acuna Jr. cf 5 0 4 0 Fowler cf 5 0 0 0 

Albies2b 4 113 Wong 2b 5 110 
Freeman lb 5 0 0 0 Gldshmdtlb4 2 3 1 
Donldson3b 3 0 0 0 Ozunalf 5 2 2 2 

Mrkakis If-rf 4 0 1 0 Molina c 4 0 12 

Joyce rf 1 0 0 0 Carpnter3b3 0 0 0 
Jackson p 0 0 0 0 Edman rf 3 0 2 0 

O’Day p 0 0 0 0 DeJongss 4 0 0 0 

Cervelli ph 0 0 0 0 Hudson p 2 0 0 0 

Fried pr 0 0 0 0 Webb p 0 0 0 0 

Newcomb p 0 0 0 0 Gallegos p 0 0 0 0 

Hechvrriaphl 0 0 0 Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 
Tomlin p 0 0 0 0 Miller p 0 0 0 0 

Greene p 0 0 0 0 Arozrna ph 1 0 0 0 

Ortega ph 1 0 0 0 Heisleyp 0 0 0 0 

Teheran p 0 0 0 0 C.Mrtinez p 0 0 0 0 

McCann c 5 0 0 0 Wieters ph 10 0 0 

Swanson ss 3 2 2 0 Mikolas p 0 0 0 0 

Keuchel p 10 0 0 

Duvall If 3 10 1 

Totals 36 4 8 4 Totals 37 5 9 5 

Atlanta 001 030 000 0-4 

St. Louis 200 100 010 1-5 

E—Markakis (1), Carpenter (1). DP— 
Atlanta 0, St. Louis 2. LOB-Atianta 9, St. 
Louis 7. 2B—Swanson (3), Acuna Jr. (3), 
Edman (2), Goldschmidt 2 (4), Wong (2). 
3B-Acuna Jr. (1). HR-Albies (1), Gold¬ 
schmidt (2), Ozuna 2 (2). SF-Aibies (1), 
Moiina(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Keuchel 3'/3 4 3 3 1 4 

Jackson V/s \ 0 0 13 

O’Day H,1 '/a 0 0 0 0 0 

Newcomb H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Tomlin H,1 V/s 0 0 0 0 1 

Greene BS,0-1 VA 3 110 3 

Teheran L,0-1 ^3 1 1110 

St. Louis 

Hudson 43i 5 4 12 2 

Webb ^3 1 0 0 0 2 

Gallegos Vs 0 0 0 2 1 

Brebbia % 1 0 0 0 1 

Miller ^3 0 0 0 2 1 

Heisley 1 0 0 0 0 3 

C.Martinez 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Mikolas W,1-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-4:06. A-42,203 (45,538). 



Chris O'Meara/AP 

The Rays' Kevin Kiermaier, right, celebrates his three-run homer in the second inning against the 
Houston Astros with Avisail Garcia during Game 3 of the American League Division Series on Monday. 


Rays stay alive vs. Astros 


Morton clutch again while Tampa pummels Greinke 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—Char¬ 
lie Morton to the rescue, again. 

Kevin Kiermaier hit a go-ahead, 
three-run homer as Tampa Bay 
teed off on Zack Greinke, and the 
Rays got another clutch playoff 
performance from Morton to beat 
the Houston Astros 10-3 Monday 
and cut their AL Division Series 
deficit to 2-1. 

Facing the team he helped 
win the World Series two years 
ago, Morton allowed one run and 
three hits while striking out nine 
over five innings. The 35-year- 
old right-hander is 4-0 with a 0.95 
ERA in four career elimination 
starts, including last week’s wild¬ 
card win at Oakland. 

“It’s just what Charlie’s done all 
year,” manager Kevin Cash said. 
“He’s got that knack for doing 
some special things for us, and he 
did it again.” 

Astros manager AJ Hinch an¬ 
nounced after the game that Hous¬ 
ton will start Justin Verlander on 
three days of rest in Game 4 of 
the best-of-five matchup at Tropi- 
cana Field on Tuesday. Tampa 
Bay will use Diego Castillo as an 
opener. 

“He’s one of the best pitchers in 
the world. No more complicated 
than that,” Hinch said of Ver¬ 
lander. “He’s ready, and it’s his 
game.” 

The series winner advances 
to the AL Championship Series 
against the New York Yankees, 
who finished a three-game sweep 
of Minnesota in the other ALDS 
on Monday night. 

Kiermaier got the wild-card 
Rays going with his long home 
run in the second inning. Ji-Man 
Choi and Brandon Lowe added 


solo shots off Greinke, who has 
never won at Tampa Bay, and 
Willy Adames added a solo drive 
against Wade Miley in the sixth. 

Tampa Bay’s four home runs 
matched a franchise record for a 
postseason game. The Rays did it 
in last week’s 5-1 wild-card vic¬ 
tory against the Athletics. 

“For us to put three runs on 
the board, that felt great. That 
was huge for us,” Kiermaier said. 
“After that, it’s just, ‘Hey, Char¬ 
lie Morton, go do your thing, go 
do what you do.’ And he did just 
that.” 

Jose Altuve homered for the 
Astros, who are one victory from 
their third straight appearance in 
the ALCS, and had two of Hous¬ 
ton’s three hits off Morton. 

Morton, who won 29 games for 
Houston over two seasons before 
joining the Rays as a free agent 
last offseason, departed with an 
8-1 lead. Four relievers finished 
the combined seven-hitter for the 
Rays, who have never been swept 
in a playoff series. 

Now, they must avoid being 
“Verlandered” — a term coined 
by Cash after the series opener 
— in Game 4. 

“He’s tough. We’ve got to enjoy 
what we accomplished today and 
certainly hope we can have better 
at-bats, production, get something 
going against him,” Cash said. 
“We’ll worry about that (Tues¬ 
day). Right now, the guys are 
pretty pumped about what they 
just did tonight.” 

Verlander, who pitched seven 
scoreless innings to win Game 1, 
has only started on fewer than the 
standard four days of rest once. 
That was in the 2011 ALDS, when 
his first appearance was limited 
to one inning by rain. 

“The thought process is five- 


game series are pretty crazy and 
we’ve got to win. Never know 
what can happen,” Verlander 
said. “You can’t put all your eggs 
in one basket and say if we lose 
tomorrow, we’ve got Justin and 
Gerrit (Cole) for Game 5. It’s a 
crazy game.” 

The Astros won the first two 
games with a pair of dominating 
pitching performances from Ver¬ 
lander and Cole, who combined 
to limit the Rays to one unearned 
run and five hits with 23 strike¬ 
outs over 14 % innings. Houston’s 
other pitchers have allowed 12 
earned runs in 11 Vs innings, an 
ERA of 9.53. 

With Morton on the mound, 
and returning home for the first 
playoff game at Tropicana Field 
in six years, the Rays were confi¬ 
dent they would find a way to get 
back into the series against Gre¬ 
inke, an 18-game winner who was 
8-1 with a 3.02 in 10 starts after 
being acquired from Arizona at 
the trade deadline. 

Kiermaier’s homer to right- 
center whipped a crowd of 32,251 
waving bright yellow rally towels 
— more than twice the 14,734 the 
Rays averaged during the regu¬ 
lar season — into a frenzy. The 
party continued when Choi hom¬ 
ered with two outs in the third 
and Lowe led off the fourth with 
an opposite-field shot that made 
it 5-1. 

Morton, meanwhile, remained 
perfect in potential postseason 
elimination games, including a 
pair of Game 7 victories during 
Houston’s 2017 World Series run. 
He shrugged off yielding Altuve’s 
homer and throwing 31 pitches in 
the first inning to hold the Astros’ 
potent lineup in check while his 
offense was building a comfort¬ 
able lead. 
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Yankees finish off Twins 

Torres does it all in helping New York reach ALCS 


He played so well in this series, and then 
today, I think, just continued to show the 
world Just how good a player he is on both 
sides of the ball, f 

Aaron Boone 

Yankees manager on second baseman Gleyber Torres 


Jim Mone/AP 

Yankees second baseman Gleyber Torres reacts as he runs the bases 
after hitting a home run during the second inning in Game 3 of the 
American League Division Series against the Iwins on Monday. 


By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The last 
time the New York Yankees won 
the World Series, a full decade 
ago, Gleyber Torres was not yet a 
teenager in Venezuela. 

Boosted by an age-defiant per¬ 
formance by their 22-year-old 
star second baseman, the Yan¬ 
kees moved one step closer to that 
elusive trophy. 

Torres got New York going with 
a second-inning home run, scored 
after each of his two doubles and 
made a pair of sparkling defen¬ 
sive plays, fueling the Yankees to 
a 5-1 victory over Minnesota on 
Monday night that finished yet 
another Division Series sweep of 
the Twins. 

“He’s a really special player,” 
first baseman DJ LeMahieu said. 
“No moment’s too big for him.” 

Didi Gregorius hit two RBI sin¬ 
gles, Cameron Maybin homered 
and Aroldis Chapman struck out 
three batters in a five-out save for 
the Yankees, who completed the 
three-game wipeout and pushed 
their postseason winning streak 
over the Twins to 13 games. Le¬ 
Mahieu, Gregorius and Aaron 
Judge also made outstanding de¬ 
fensive plays for key outs. 

“All we did was to go out there 
and play our best baseball,” said 
Gregorius, who went 4-for-lO with 
six RBIs in the series and is 23- 
for-50 with seven homers and 33 
RBIs in his last 14 games against 
Minnesota. 

Following a 103-win regular 
season and their first AL East 
title since 2012, the Yankees will 
start the AL Championship Series 
on Saturday, either at Houston or 
at home against Tampa Bay. 


“We’re focused already to the 
second series,” Torres said. 

Thanks largely to their talented 
young second baseman. 

With the Yankees employing 
an aggressive shift that had him 
in shallow right field, Torres slid 
and scooped a sharp grounder by 
Eddie Rosario with two on in the 
fifth and managed to throw him 
out to end the inning. In the sev¬ 
enth, Torres made a slick stop on 
a grounder by Jorge Polanco and 
flipped to Zack Britton covering 
first. Torres even stole third base 
after his double in the ninth. 

“He played so well in this se¬ 
ries, and then today, I think, just 
continued to show the world just 
how good a player he is on both 
sides of the ball,” New York man¬ 
ager Aaron Boone said. 

Torres became the fifth-young- 
est Yankees player to hit a post¬ 
season homer, with only Yogi 
Berra, Mickey Mantle, Tony 
Kubek and Derek Jeter doing it at 
younger ages. 

The last time the Twins beat 
the Yankees in a playoff game? 
Torres was only 7. 

AL Central champion Min¬ 
nesota became the first 100-win 
team swept in the Division Series 
and dropped to 2-16 against the 
Yankees in the playoffs, includ¬ 
ing 0-13 since winning the 2004 


ALDS opener. Outscored 23-7 in 
the series, the Twins batted just 
.218. After hitting a record 307 
homers, they had just four in the 
Division Series, all solo shots. 

Minnesota went 1-for 12 with 
runners in scoring position and 
stranded 11, falling to 3-for-28 in 
the series with 25 left on base. 

“Our guys should be walking 
out of that clubhouse with our 
heads held high, and they never 
stopped playing,” manager Rocco 
Baldelli said. “We got beat over 
the last three days, and there’s 
no way around that. That’s going 
to happen from time to time, but 
what an amazing season it was.” 

Yankees starter Luis Sev- 
erino pitched out of trouble for 
four scoreless innings in just his 
fourth big league appearance 
after recovering from a spring 
training lat muscle injury, escap¬ 
ing a bases-loaded, no-outs jam in 
the second. 

Chad Green, the third of five 
Yankees relievers, got four outs 
for the win and Chapman froze 
Nelson Cruz with a 99 mph called 
third strike to end it. Yankees re¬ 
lievers allowed three runs in 13^3 
innings in the series. 

Rosario went 3-for-4 for the 
Twins with a homer starting the 
eighth off Britton, who jammed 
his right ankle while grabbing 


Torres’ toss in the seventh and 
left one out later with assistance 
from head athletic trainer Steve 
Donahue. 

“It shouldn’t be anything that 
bothers me going forward,” Brit¬ 
ton said. 

On this idyllic fall evening that 
started at 62 degrees, the energy 
from the over-capacity crowd of 
41,121 for the first playoff game at 
Target Field since the ballpark’s 
2010 debut season persisted deep 
into the night, well after Torres 
took Twins starter Jake Odorizzi 
deep on a ball that barely cleared 
the dark green wall in left-center. 

Typifying this long-running 
lopsided matchup, almost all the 
could-go-either-way plays went 


to the Yankees, leaving the Twins 
largely shaking their heads at all 
their near misses. 

The Yankees were impeccable 
in the field, for starters. LeMa¬ 
hieu made a slick leaping catch 
of a sharp line drive by Marwin 
Gonzalez to end the fourth. The 
6-foot-7 Judge made a jumping 
catch in front of the right-field 
warning track of a smash by 
Miguel Sano after Luis Arraez’s 
double in the sixth. Gregorius 
made a diving snag of fellow 
shortstop Polanco’s drive for the 
second out of the ninth with two 
on, flashing a big smile. That kept 
the tying run from coming to the 
plate. Then there were the plays 
by Torres. 


Minnesota suffers 16th straight playoff loss 



By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The night began 
with Torii Hunter throwing the ceremo¬ 
nial first pitch to Joe Mauer, energizing 
the over-capacity crowd gathered for the 
first postseason game at Target Field since 
2010, the year the ballpark opened. 

The evening ended in familiar defla¬ 
tion for the Twins, with two more runners 
left on base to add to the pile and further 
frustration and bewilderment bedeviling a 
franchise and fan base that’s been waiting 
28 years and counting for another World 
Series. 

From Hunter and Mauer to Eddie Rosa¬ 
rio and Mitch Garver, the names and styles 
have changed. But the results have stayed 
the same as long as the Twins are stuck 
with the nemesis New York Yankees in the 
playoffs. 

“That’s a good team, man,” Garver said 
after the 5-1 loss Monday night gave the 
Yankees a sweep of the AL Division Se¬ 
ries and stretched the longest postseason 
losing streak in m^or league history to 16 
games. 

Thirteen of those are thanks to the 
Yanks. 


“They beat us, you know? They pitched 
better. They hit better,” designated hit¬ 
ter Nelson Cruz said. “Definitely was a 
shame.” 

The Twins, who became the first 100- 
win team swept in the Division Series, 
matched the North American m^or sports 
record set by the NHL’s Chicago Black- 
hawks from 1975-79 for consecutive post¬ 
season losses and dropped to 2-16 against 
the Yankees in the playoffs. Their last play¬ 
off win was the 2004 ALDS opener, when 
Mauer was a rookie catcher who didn’t 
play because of a knee injury and Hunter 
was the star center fielder. 

Outscored 23-7 in this series, the Twins 
batted just .218. After hitting a record 307 
homers, they went deep four times in the 
three games, all solo shots. They were 1- 
for-12 with runners in scoring position and 
stranded 11 overall in Game 3, falling to 3- 
for-28 in the series with 25 runners left on. 
Eddie Rosario went 3-for-4 for the Twins 
with a homer leading off the eighth, but he 
accounted for one-third of the hits. 

Though a handful of players took part in 
the 2017 wild-card loss to the Yankees, this 
Twins team, from the coaching staff down 
to the bullpen, carried none of the scars of 
past postseason failures. Garver was one 


of the most outspoken players prior to the 
series about the confidence the team took 
into the series, and rookie manager Rocco 
Baldelli echoed those sentiments. 

In the end, they wound up with the same 
fate as their predecessors, as if there were 
some type of curse in play. Or perhaps they 
just keep getting stuck with an unlucky 
draw. Of these five Division Series defeats, 
in 2003, 2004, 2009, 2010 and 2019, the 
Yankees have thrown four 100-win teams 
at the Twins. New York’s average victory 
total for those five seasons was 101. 

“I don’t think anything affected our guys 
one bit. Our guys were ready to play. They 
were excited,” Baldelli said, adding: “This 
was our absolute best effort. Nothing got in 
the way of it.” 

Typifying this long-running lopsided 
matchup, almost all the could-go-either- 
way plays went to the Yankees, leaving the 
Twins largely shaking their heads. 

Gleyber Torres homered off Twins start¬ 
er Jake Odorizzi in the second inning, when 
the ball barely cleared the dark green wall 
in left-center. 

Rosario hit what he thought was a homer 
to start the bottom of the second, stopping 
to admire the trajectory for a second, but 
the ball bounced off the 23-foot right field 


wall for a double. The Twins loaded the 
bases with nobody out, but Yankees starter 
Luis Severino escaped with a popup and 
a pair of strikeouts. Jake Cave went down 
looking to end the inning, and in the top of 
the third his ill-advised, no-chance dive 
for a line drive by Gio Urshela went for a 
double. 

Sure enough, with two outs, after Miguel 
Sano had just shifted to his left, Brett Gard¬ 
ner chopped a single into the vacated space 
past the burly third baseman’s outstretched 
glove for a 2-0 lead. DJ LeMahieu, batting 
immediately after Urshela, grounded out 
on a ball that would’ve been primed for a 
double play. 

A few setbacks for the Twins were out 
of their hands. With runners at first and 
third, Garver took what appeared to be ball 
four on a 3-0 pitch by Severino, but plate 
umpire Gary Cederstrom called it a strike. 
Garver whiffed to end that inning. 

“We did a really good job in those situa¬ 
tions for 162 games, and it seems like it was 
just a bad time to have three poor games,” 
Twins first baseman C.J. Cron said. “Our 
guys battled all year. I’m super proud of 
them. I’m super proud to be a Minnesota 
Twin. It’s just a sour taste to an otherwise 
really good year.” 
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NHL roundup NHL scoreboard 


Jackets 

outlast 

Sabres 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — With 
the game tied 3-3 in overtime, 
Nick Foligno stole the puck from 
Buffalo’s Jack Eichel at the back 
boards and passed out to Alexan¬ 
dre Texier skating free through 
the right circle. The rookie sealed 
the first win of the season for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

The 20-year-old Texier’s snap 
shot past Linus Ullmark 2:08 into 
overtime lifted Columbus to a 4- 
3 win over Buffalo on Monday 
night. It also gave the Blue Jackets 
a much-needed shot of confidence 
after losing their first two games 
by a combined score of 10-3. 

“(Foligno) came out with the 
puck — he did a great job,” Texier 
said. “I was alone in the middle.” 

After going up 2-0 in the first 
period, Columbus let the Sabres 
climb back in. With the Blue 
Jackets leading 3-2 late, Buffalo 
pulled its goalie on a power play 
to create a 6-on-4 advantage and 
got a goal from Victor Olofsson to 
tie the score. 

That set the stage for Texier’s 
heroics. 

“Well deserved,” Columbus 
coach John Tortorella said. “He 
was probably our best forward, 
our most consistent forward 
tonight.” 

Foligno, Oliver Bjorkstrand 
and Cam Atkinson also scored 
for the Blue Jackets, who outshot 
Buffalo 44-18. Joonas Korpisalo 
had 15 saves. 

Marcus Johansson and Jeff 
Skinner added goals for Buffalo, 
and Ullmark, making his first 
start of the season, had 40 saves. 

“We’ve just got recharge, be a 
little bit sour about the loss today,” 
Ullmark said. “It’s going to be a 
new day tomorrow. There’s noth¬ 
ing else to it.” 

It was the first loss for Buffalo. 

“After a couple of games where 
everything went our way, we 
struggled to find our game, espe¬ 
cially in the first period,” coach 
Ralph Krueger said. “Linus gave 
us a chance. We still showed char¬ 
acter tonight to come back from 
two down, thanks to Linus buying 
us some time.” 

Blues 3, Maple Leafs 2: Alex 
Pietrangelo scored the tiebreak¬ 
ing goal in the third period, 
leading visiting St. Louis past 
Toronto. 

Oskar Sundqvist and Brayden 
Schenn also scored for the de¬ 
fending champion Blues, who 
have earned points in their first 
three games this season (2-0-1). 
Jordan Binnington stopped 32 
shots. 

Frederik Gauthier and William 
Nylander scored for Toronto, 
which has dropped two straight 
(2-1-1). Frederik Andersen fin¬ 
ished with 26 saves. 


Eastern Conference 


Buffalo 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Boston 

Montreal 

Tampa Bay 

Florida 

Ottawa 


Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 

0 1 5 13 ’ 


Carolina 
Washington 
N.Y. Rangers 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Islanders 
Pittsburgh 
Columbus 
New Jersey 


Metropoiitan Division 


Western Conference 


Pacific Division 


St. Louis 
Colorado 
Nashville 
Winnipeg 
Chicago 
Minnesota 

Edmonton 
Vegas 
Anaheim 
Calgary 
Los Angeles 
Vancouver 202 0 026 

Arizona 2 0 2 0 0 1 3 

San Jose 3 0 3 0 0 3 12 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Carolina 4, Tampa Bay 3, OT 
Detroit 4, Dallas 3 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Winnipeg 1 
Monday’s games 
Columbus 4, Buffalo 3, OT 
St. Louis 3, Toronto 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Dallas at Washington 
Winnipeg at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Florida 
Edmonton at N.Y. Islanders 
Anaheim at Detroit 
San Jose at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Calgary 
Boston at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Buffalo 
New Jersey at Philadelphia 
Los Angeles at Vancouver 
Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Montreal 
Anaheim at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay at Toronto 
Edmonton at New Jersey 
St. Louis at Ottawa 
Minnesota at Winnipeg 
Washington at Nashville 
San Jose at Chicago 
Calgary at Dallas 
Boston at Colorado 
Vegas at Arizona 

Monday 

Blue Jackets 4, Sabres 3 (OT) 

Buffalo 0 2 1 0-3 

Columbus 2 0 1 1—4 

First Period—1, Columbus, Bj'ork- 
strand 1 (Jones, Werenski), 18:09. 2, Co¬ 
lumbus, Atkinson 2 (Dubois, Wennberg), 
19:05 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Buffalo, Johansson 
1 (Miller, Sheary), 1:32 (pp). 4, Buffalo, 
Skinner 2,11:58. 

Third Period—5, Columbus, Foligno 1 
(Texier, Bemstrom), 6:46 (pp). 6, Buffalo, 
Olofsson 3 (Dahlin, Reinhart), 18:46 (pp). 

Overtime—7, Columbus, Texier 1 (Fo¬ 
ligno), 2:08. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 6-7-5-18. Co¬ 
lumbus 14-15-14-1-44. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 2 
of 4; Columbus 2 of 3. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Ullmark 0-0-1 (4z 
shots-40 saves). Columbus, Korpisalo 1- 

1- 0 (18-15). 

A-14,518 (18,500). T-2:38. 

Blues 3, Maple Leafs 2 

St. Louis 0 2 1-3 

Toronto 0 2 0—2 

Second Period—1, St. Louis, Sundqvist 

1 (Barbashev, Binnington), 8:30. 2, To¬ 
ronto, Gauthier 2 (Spezza, Petan), 11:34. 
3, Toronto, Nylander 2 (Ceci, Johnsson), 
11:58. 4, St. Louis, Schenn 2 (Tarasenko, 
Schwartz), 19:12. 

Third Period—5, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 

2 (Perron, Blais), 7:51. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 7-15-8-30. 
Toronto 15-11-8-34. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 3; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies—St. Louis, Binnington 2-0-1 
(34 shots-32 saves). Toronto, Andersen 

2- 1-0 (30-27). 

A-19,466 (18,819). T-2:25. 


Calendar 

Oct. 26 - Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Nov. 18 — Hockey Hall of Fame induc¬ 
tion ceremony, Toronto. 

Jan. 1, 2020 — Winter Classic, Dallas 
vs. Nashville at Cotton Bowl, Dallas. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, St. Louis. 

April 4 — Regular season ends. 



against the Hawks in Atlanta. Williamson finished with 16 points, which included three dunks. 

Dunkfest: Williamson 
debuts high-flying skills 

By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Zion Williamson may not be quite 
as tall as billed. 

He still soared in his first NBA preseason game 
Monday night. 

Showing off the high-flying talents that made him 
one of the most anticipated rookies in years, Wil¬ 
liamson turned in a ferocious slam less than 2 min¬ 
utes into his debut with the New Orleans Pelicans 
and dunked it two more times before the first half 
was done against the Atlanta Hawks. 

“This isn’t high school or college anymore,” Wil¬ 
liamson said. “You’ve got to go up strong. So I went 
up strong and I was able to finish.” 

It was quite the close-range repertoire. 

One with the right hand. 

One with the left hand. 

One with both hands. 

Williamson finished with 16 points, seven re¬ 
bounds, three assists and three steals, helping the 
Pelicans to a 133-109 victory over the Hawks before 
a much larger crowd — announced at 15,441 — than 
what would normally be expected in Atlanta for a 
weeknight exhibition between two teams that failed 
to make the playoffs last season. 

“I didn’t expect that many people to come,” Wil¬ 
liamson said. 

Of course, the score was irrelevant. This was 
chance to see the future of the NBA for the first 
time — not counting his brief stint in the Las Vegas 
Summer League — and Williamson did not disap¬ 
point, though he’s not close to being a finished prod¬ 
uct after just one college season at Duke. He missed 
a pair of three-point attempts, turned it over four 
times and looked a bit lost defensively. 

Still, it was a tantalizing glimpse of Williamson’s 
skills. 

“You know me,” he said, breaking into a big smile. 

“It was a lot of fun. The first NBA game. It’s not 
going to count against the record. But the first one of 
hopefully many. I’m glad I could get that one under 
my belt.” 



Rookie Zion Williamson is interviewed in a hallway 
after the Pelicans’ 133-109 victory. 


Williamson was still listed at 6-foot-7 on the Peli¬ 
cans roster, though he reportedly measured an inch 
shorter without shoes as part of the league’s push 
to accurately measure everyone in the league this 
season. 

Whatever the case, he turned Hawks 7-footer Da¬ 
mian Jones into the first of what will likely be an 
abundance of poster victims with his next basket. 

Sizing up the Hawks from beyond the three-point 
arc, Williamson suddenly burst toward the hoop, 
split a pair of defenders and dunked over the taller 
Jones with a fearsome right hand that left the fans 
gasping. 

“I just saw the lane open up,” Williamson said. 

A couple of minutes later, Williamson delivered 
a two-handed slam off another pass from Ball, an 
enticing display from a young duo that has come to¬ 
gether in the Big Easy. In the second quarter, it was 
a left-handed dunk set up by a dish from Kenrich 
Williams as the Hawks defense wisely scrambled 
out of the way. 
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NBA/TRACK AND FIELD 

League supports 
freedom of speech 

NBA ‘will have to live with consequences’ 



Martin Meissner/AP 


Left to right, Natalliah Whyte, Shericka Jackson, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and Jonielle Smith of Jamaica 
celebrate after winning the women’s 400-meter relay at the world track championships. 

Track still looking for a star 


By Stephen Wade 
AND Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — NBA Commissioner 
Adam Silver said the league is not 
apologizing for Houston Rockets 
general manager Daryl Morey’s 
since-deleted tweet showing 
support for anti-government 
protesters in Hong Kong, even 
after China’s state broadcaster 
canceled plans to show a pair of 
preseason games in that country 
later this week. 

Silver, speaking Tuesday at a 
news conference in Tokyo be¬ 
fore a preseason game between 
the Rockets and NBA champion 
Toronto Raptors, went as far as 
to say that he and the league are 
“apologetic” that so many Chi¬ 
nese officials and fans were upset 
by Morey’s tweet and comments 
that followed — but insisted that 
Morey has the right to freedom of 
expression. 

“Daryl Morey, as general man¬ 
ager of the Houston Rockets, 
enjoys that right as one of our 
employees,” Silver said. “What I 
also tried to suggest is that I un¬ 
derstand there are consequences 
from his freedom of speech and 
we will have to live with those 
consequences.” 

Among those consequences: 
CCTV said it would not show the 
games between the Los Angeles 
Lakers and Brooklyn Nets, who 
will play Thursday in Shanghai 
and Saturday in Shenzhen. Bas¬ 
ketball is wildly popular in China 
and those two teams — largely 
because of LeBron James star¬ 
ring for the Lakers and Chinese 
e-commerce giant Alibaba’s co¬ 
founder Joe Tsai now owning the 
Nets — almost certainly would 
have been a huge television draw. 

“We’re strongly dissatisfied 
and oppose Adam Silver’s claim 
to support Morey’s right to free¬ 
dom of expression,” CCTV said in 
a statement. “We believe that any 
remarks that challenge national 
sovereignty and social stability 
are not within the scope of free¬ 
dom of speech.” 

The broadcaster is also review¬ 
ing all its cooperation and ex¬ 
changes involving the NBA, said 
the statement posted to CCTV 
Sports’ official social media 
account. 

The NBA is not the first mqjor 
corporation to deal with criti¬ 
cism from China over political 
differences. 

Silver is going to Shanghai on 
Wednesday and said he hopes to 
meet with officials and some of 
the league’s business partners 
there in an effort to find some sort 
of common ground. He said he 
hopes Chinese officials and fans 
look at the totality of the impact 
of the three-decade-plus relation¬ 
ship between the league and their 
country, and urged them to see 


his response while acknowledg¬ 
ing there are political differences 
between the countries. 

“I’m sympathetic to our inter¬ 
ests here and our partners that 
are upset,” Silver said. “I don’t 
think it’s inconsistent on one 
hand to be sympathetic to them 
and at the same time stand by our 
principles.” 

Silver said the NBA did not ex¬ 
pect CCTV to cancel plans to show 
the Lakers-Nets games. “But if 
those are the consequences of us 
adhering to our values, I still feel 
it’s very, very important to adhere 
to those values,” Silver said. 

The rift between China and 
the NBA started late last week 
when Morey tweeted a now-de¬ 
leted image that read: “Fight 
for Freedom. Stand with Hong 
Kong,” in reference to months of 
pro-democracy demonstrations 
in the semiautonomous Chinese 
territory that has been mired in 
escalating violence between pro¬ 
testers and law enforcement. 

Efforts were quickly made to 
defuse the impact; Rockets owner 
Tilman Fertitta said Morey does 
not speak for the Rockets, and 
Morey returned to Twitter on 
Monday in an effort to clarify his 
meaning. But damage was clearly 
done: At least one Chinese sport¬ 
ing goods company said it was 
no longer cooperating with the 
Rockets, NBA streaming part¬ 
ner Tencent — which has a $1.5 
billion contract with the league 
over the next five seasons — said 
it would not show Rockets games 
and a sports news website in 
China said it was no longer cover¬ 
ing the team. 

Further complicating the mat¬ 
ter is this: China’s best-known 
basketball player is Hall of Famer 
Yao Ming, who spent his NBA 
career with the Rockets. Yao is 
now the president of the Chinese 
Basketball Association, which 
has said it is suspending its rela¬ 
tionship with the Rockets as part 
of the response to Morey’s tweet. 
The CBA also canceled plans to 
have the G League affiliates from 
Houston and Dallas play pre¬ 
season games in China later this 
month. 

“I’m hoping that together Yao 
Ming and I can find an accom¬ 
modation,” Silver said. “But he is 
extremely hot at the moment, and 
I understand it.” 

A ceremonial NBA Cares 
event for an educational center in 
Shanghai with the Nets was can¬ 
celed Tuesday, though the Nets 
participated in other events as 
scheduled. The Lakers were ar¬ 
riving there Tuesday. Silver said 
NBA Cares would still honor its 
bigger mission surrounding that 
event, including providing a gift 
of new computers. 

Reynolds reported from Miami. 

Associated Press writer Yanan Wang 
and AP researcher Yu Bing in Beijing 
contributed to this report. 


By Eddie Pells 
AND Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

DOHA, Qatar — If the goal of 
this year’s track and field world 
championships was to find a fresh 
face, a vibrant personality, a one- 
of-a-kind talent to replace the 
mile-wide void left by Usain Bolt’s 
absence, then consider it still a 
work in progress. 

The 10-day run in the desert 
had its moments — a world record 
in the 400-meter hurdles, a home¬ 
town high jumper taking gold, 
female sprinters and hurdlers 
striking a blow for new moms ev¬ 
erywhere. But the main message 
coming out of Doha very well 
might have been “Wait ’til Next 
Year.” 

The Tokyo Olympics, the first 
that will take place without Bolt 
since 2000, start in less than 10 
months, and the worlds provided 
some clues as to what’s ahead — 
and also about the problems this 
sport still faces. 

There were a few athletes with 
the star power to shine for at least 
a couple of days, including a pair of 
double gold medalists: Shelly-Ann 
Fraser-Pryce, a vibrant new mom 
from Jamaica who established 
herself as the woman to beat, 
again, in the sprints; and Noah 
Lyles, the American with the sil¬ 
ver hair who won the 200 and an¬ 
chored the U.S. to a long-awaited 
victory in the 4x100 relay. 

There were also problems 
aplenty for the sport that anchors 
the Olympic program over the 
final week of the games. 

Doping reared its head, as 
usual. 

It came in the form of the latest 
developments in the long-running 
Russian scandal, leading to the 
question: Which athletes from the 
world’s second-biggest delegation 
will be allowed to compete next 
year, and under what conditions? 

And in the form of 100-meter 
champion Christian Coleman’s 
confusing, and ultimately dis¬ 
missed, whereabouts case. 

And then by the sudden remov¬ 
al of Alberto Salazar, the famed 
distance coach who received a 
four-year doping ban based on 
evidence that he ran experiments 
with supplements and testoster¬ 


one, all as a way of trying to build 
a stronger, better runner. 

One of Salazar’s proteges, Sifan 
Hassan, pulled a first-of-its-kind 
double, winning gold medals in 
the 1,500 and 10,000 meters. 

She came under scrutiny, not 
only for associating with Salazar 
but for her romp in the 1,500 me¬ 
ters — a wire-to-wire runaway 
that makes her the favorite at any 
distance she tries next year. 

“Sadly, it is the world we live 
in,” lAAF president Sebastian 
Coe said. “It is inevitable that out¬ 
standing performances, given the 
broader nature of trust, is perma¬ 
nently a question.” 

That wasn’t Coe’s only 
problem. 

The debate about the wisdom of 
bringing the lAAF’s biggest com¬ 
petition to a country that is admit¬ 
tedly still gearing up to host the 
biggest in any sport — the 2022 
World Cup — haunted this event 
from the get-go. 

It put Coe on the defensive 
about the thin crowds that sud¬ 
denly — magically? — got much 
bigger toward the end, as the 
criticism mounted; and also about 
the road races run in the middle 
of the night in stifling conditions 
that sent dozens of athletes off the 
course and into the medical tent. 

But next year in Tokyo, the 
weather could be even hotter. 

So, consider this a warm-up for 
the main event. 

Coe said that, going into the 
final day, 28% of medalists in 
Qatar were aged 24 or under. 

“We have some metrics that 
tell us our sport is in pretty good 
shape,” he said. 

Here’s a look at a few of the 
up-and-comers about whom Coe 
speaks: 

Japanese relay members 

Aug. 7, 2020, will be an electric 
day inside the Olympic Stadium. 
Japan has never earned Olympic 
gold in the men’s 4x100 relay, but 
the team certainly stoked some 
enthusiasm when it won a sur¬ 
prise silver in Rio four years ago. 

A foursome anchored by 
Hakim Sani Brown, who runs at 
the University of Florida, backed 
that up by setting a national re¬ 
cord (37.43 seconds) to capture 


a bronze medal. Handoffs and 
teamwork are the key for Japan, 
which will not beat the United 
States on speed alone. 

Mutaz Barshim 

The biggest cheers of the Doha 
championships were saved for 
Barshim, the high jumper who 
was born in Doha and represents 
Qatar. 

“The Qatari Falcon” sent the 
fans home happy, and will be a fa¬ 
vorite in Tokyo. Hard to imagine 
him savoring a victory more than 
this one, though. 

Salwa Eid Naser 

The women’s 400 stage be¬ 
longed to heavy favorite Shaunae 
Miller-Uibo. But the 21-year-old 
Naser, born in Nigeria but now 
running for Bahrain, stole the 
show with a time of 48.14 sec¬ 
onds. The world record of 47.60 
seconds has long been thought 
untouchable, in part because it 
was set by an East German in the 
1980s. Maybe not now, though. 

“Anything is possible,” Naser 
said. 

Women’s 400 hurdles 

Dalilah Muhammad broke 
her own world record in add¬ 
ing a world title to her Olympic 
crown. Pushing her in Doha and 
down the road will be 20-year-old 
Sydney McLaughlin, who earned 
the silver in Doha as Muhammad 
held her off by .07 seconds. 

And while Muhammad’s world 
record currently stands at 52.16 
seconds, the talk in this event is 
that the 52-second barrier could 
be breakable. 

“It is definitely possible,” Mu¬ 
hammad said. 

Armand Duplantis 

The Swedish pole vaulter who 
lives in Louisiana and went to 
LSU gave defending world cham¬ 
pion Sam Kendricks of the U.S. 
a run for his money. Kendricks 
prevailed, but not after a back- 
and-forth tussle that ended with 
Duplantis taking silver. 

“I am young,” Duplantis said. 
“I have a lot more opportunities.” 
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NFL 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 


East 

V L J Pet PF PA 

5 0 0 1.000 155 34 

4 1 0 .800 90 70 

.000 39 101 

.000 26 163 


South 


600 131 no 
600 113 115 
400 111 118 
400 98 76 

600 161 123 
400 92 122 
200 99 114 
000 80 136 

148 113 
600 103 123 
400 103 94 
200 90 106 


National Conference 


Philadelphia 
Dallas 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Minnesota 

San Francisco 
Seattle 

Arizona 


3 2 0 
1 3 ' 


Pet PF PA 

600 141 111 
600 131 90 
400 97 125 

000 73 151 

800 115 116 
600 129 107 
400 147 148 
200 102 152 

800 119 93 
625 97 95 

600 87 69 

600 112 73 

000 127 57 
800 133 118 
600 146 134 
300 100 138 


Thursday’s game 

Seattle 30, L.A. Rams 29 

Sunday’s games 
Buffalo 14, Tennessee 7 
Philadelphia 31, N.Y Jets 6 
Arizona 26, Cincinnati 23 
Minnesota 28, N.Y Giants 10 
New Orleans 31, Tampa Bay 24 
New England 33, Washington 7 
Oakland 24, Chicago 21 
Houston 53, Atlanta 32 
Baltimore 26, Pittsburgh 23, OT 
Carolina 34, Jacksonville 27 
Denver 20, L.A. Chargers 13 
Green Bay 34, Dallas 24 
Indianapolis 19, Kansas City 13 
Open: Detroit, Miami 

Monday’s game 
San Francisco 31, Cleveland 3 
Thursday, Oct. 10 
N.Y. Giants at New England 
Sunday, Oct. 13 

Carolina vs Tampa Bay at London 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
New Orleans at Jacksonville 
Houston at Kansas City 
Washington at Miami 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
Seattle at Cleveland 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
Atlanta at Arizona 
Tennessee at Denver 
Dallas at N.Y. Jets 
Pittsburgh at L.A. Chargers 
Open: Buffalo, Indianapolis, Chica( 
Oakland 

Monday, Oct. 14 

Detroit at Green Bay 


Monday 

49ers 31, Browns 3 

Cleveland 0 3 0 0—3 

San Francisco 14 7 7 3-31 

First Quarter 

SF-Breida83 run (Gould kick), 13:17. 
SF—Breida 5 pass from Garoppolo 
(Gould kick), 6:26. 

Second Quarter 
Cle-FG Seibert 30,11:22. 

SF—Coleman 19 run (Gould kick), 
1:54. 

Third Quarter 

SF—Kittle 22 pass from Garoppolo 
(Gould kick), 10:37. 

Fourth Quarter 
SF-FG Gould 44, 5:08. 

A-70,042. 

Cle 

First downs 9 

Total Net Yards 180 

Rushes-yards 18-102 

Passing 78 

Punt Returns l-(minus 6) 

Kickoff Returns 3-64 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 9-24-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-42 

Punts 7-56.7 

Fumbles-Lost 3-2 

Penalties-Yards 7-55 

Time of Possession 22:17 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Cleveland, Chubb 16-87, 
Beckham 2-15. San Francisco, Breida 11- 
114, Coleman 16-97, Mostert 7-34, Kittle 
1-18, Goodwin 1-15, Garoppolo 4-(minus 

PASSING—Cleveland, Beckham 1-1-0- 
20, Mayfield 8-22-2-100, Gilbert O-l-O-O. 
San Francisco, Garoppolo 20-29-0-181. 

RECEIVING-Cleveland, Landry 4-75, 
Beckham 2-27, Chubb 1-12, D’.Johnson 1- 
6, D.Harris 1-0. San Francisco, Kittle 6-70, 
Goodwin 3-41, Breida 3-15, Bourne 2-24, 
Juszczyk 2-20, Dwel ley 2-(minus 3), Pettis 
1-11, Samuel 1-3. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-San Francisco, 

Gould 47, Gould 52. 


2-62 

20-29-0 

2-10 

4-44.0 



Ben Margot/AP 


Matt Breida broke free for an 83-yard touchdown run on the San Francisco 49ers’ first play from scrimmage against the Cleveland Browns 
on Monday night in Santa Clara, Calif. The Miners never looked back in a 31-3 victory that improved their record to 4-0. 


San Francisco off and running 

49ers pound Browns, improve to 4-0 for first time since Montana years 


By Michael Wagaman 
Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Richard Sherman 
has a strong message for anyone still doubting 
the unbeaten San Francisco 49ers. 

“Don’t flip-flop,” Sherman said after the 
49ers thumped the Cleveland Browns 31-3 on 
Monday night. “If you said we weren’t going to 
make it, you said we were some way early on, 
stick with that position. Hold it. Don’t try to 
give us credit now. At least stick by your word 
because I want you to sound like an idiot at the 
end. We know what we have in the building.” 

What the 49ers have is their best start since 
Joe Montana was throwing touchdowns to 
Jerry Rice. 

But it wasn’t the passing game that carried 
San Francisco. A steady, pounding running 
game and a dominant defensive effort did the 
trick this time. 

Matt Breida ran 83 yards for a touchdown 
on San Francisco’s first play from scrimmage. 
Baker Mayfield was harassed into his worst 
game as a pro, and the 49ers stayed unbeaten 
for their best start in nearly 30 years. 

Even then, there were some questioning 
San Francisco’s legitimacy. 

“I feel like they’re going to say that all year 
about us,” said Breida, who had 114 yards on 
11 carries. “I don’t think anyone expected us 
to be 4-0 this year, to be honest. Probably ex¬ 
pected us to be 0-4. They can say whatever 
they want. All that matters is who’s in this 
locker room.” 

Tevin Coleman added a 19-yard score as 
part of a dominant ground game on a day when 
quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo passed for 181 
yards and kicker Robbie Gould missed two 
field goal attempts and had a third blocked. 



Tony Avelar/AP 


49ers defensive end Nick Bosa sacks and 
forces a fumble by Browns quarterback 
Baker Mayfield during the second half. The 
Browns recovered the ball, but it was a 
rough night all around for Mayfield. 

Breida and Coleman combined for 211 
rushing yards as San Francisco outgained 
Cleveland 275-102 on the ground. 

“It’s something you always want to do as a 
coach,” 49ers coach Kyle Shanahan said. “It’s 
the easiest way to win. You play real good 
defense and you can run the ball, that takes 
some pressure off a lot of people and doesn’t 
put you in a lot of risky situations.” 

San Francisco (4-0) joined the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots (5-0) as the only remaining un¬ 
defeated teams in the NFL. It’s the first time 


the 49ers have won their first four games 
since 1990. 

The Browns (2-3) are headed the opposite 
direction after losing two of three, with fresh 
concerns about their young quarterback. 

“You can’t have mistakes. You can’t have 
turnovers. You can’t have drops. You can’t 
have penalties,” Cleveland coach Fred¬ 
die Kitchens said. “Offensively, that kind of 
summed us up. We just shot ourselves in the 
foot too many times.” 

Mayfield had a horrible game. The No. 1 
overall pick last year, Mayfield completed 
eight of 22 passes for a career-low 100 yards, 
had a 13.4 passer rating, threw two intercep¬ 
tions, fumbled twice and was sacked four times 
before being pulled in the fourth quarter. 

It’s the first time in Mayfield’s 18 career 
starts that he failed to throw a touchdown 
pass. 

“It was like one step forward, two back,” 
Mayfield said. “No rhythm for the offense to 
get into. And when we did, we just got down in 
the red zone and didn’t finish. The inconsis¬ 
tency is killing us right now.” 

Things were rough all around for Mayfield. 

San Francisco defensive end Nick Bosa 
poked fun at the Browns quarterback after 
forcing Mayfield into a hurried incompletion 
in the second quarter. Bosa, the second overall 
draft pick, got up and pretended to wave a flag 
and plant it in the turf as the crowd roared. 
It was a clear shot at Mayfield, who planted 
an Oklahoma flag in the turf after leading the 
Sooners to a victory over Bosa and Ohio State 
in 2017. 

“I think everybody knows what that was 
for,” Bosa said. “Just wanted to get payback. 
He had it coming.” 
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Domination 

49ers stay perfect by hammering 
Mayfield, Browns » nfl, Page 31 


MLB PLAYOFFS 


Pushed to the limit 

Nationals, Cardinals force fifth games in NL Division Series 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Max Scherz- 
er is 35. So is Ryan Zimmerman. 

The Washington Nationals 
would not be headed to a win- 
or-go-home Game 5 in their NL 
Division Series against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers without them. 

“We’re a bunch of viejos. We’re 
old guys,” Scherzer joked. “Old 
guys can still do it.” 

Sure can. And for a guy whose 
teams used to lose repeatedly in 
the postseason, Scherzer sure is 
delivering now. 

Every time he’s pitched this 
October, the Nationals have won. 
His latest outing was a season¬ 
saving, seven-inning masterpiece 
that combined with Zimmerman’s 
three-run parabola of a homer to 
lift the wild-card Nationals to a 
6-1 victory over league-best Los 
Angeles on Monday night, tying 
the best-of-five NLDS at two 
games apiece. 

“I was just gassed. I was out,” 
said Scherzer, who threw 109 
pitches. “I was empty in the 
tank.” 

Scowling and muttering to him¬ 
self as showers fell for part of his 
gritty performance, Scherzer al¬ 
lowed one run and four hits while 
striking out nine — and, most 
importantly for Washington, he 
prevented LA from closing out 
the NLDS after taking a 2-1 lead 
into Game 4. 

“He really gave it all he had,” 
said Anthony Rendon, who drove 
in three runs for Washington. 

With fans who braved rain 
chanting, “Beat LA!” in the late 
going, Sean Doolittle and Daniel 
Hudson combined to get the last 
six outs for Washington, which 
will send Stephen Strasburg to 
the mound against Walker Bue- 
hler on Wednesday night at Los 
Angeles. 

“If I could bet. I’d bet on him,” 
Nationals outfielder Adam Eaton 
said about Strasburg. “He’s a very 
good pitcher. A polished pitcher. 
To have him healthy and ready 
to go in that situation only boosts 
our confidence.” 

Whichever team advances to 
the NL Championship Series will 

SEE NATS ON PAGE 26 
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Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman circles the bases Monday after hitting a three-run homer off 
Los Angeles Dodgers reliever Pedro Baez during the fifth inning of Game 4 of their Nationai League 
Division Series in Washington. The Nationais won 6-1 to force a deciding Game 5 on Wednesday. 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — They all knew. 
Every single one of them. Paul 
Goldschmidt and all the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Ozzie Albies and the 
rest of the Atlanta Braves. 

Tough to beat Yadier Molina in 
a big postseason spot. 

Molina pushed the Cardinals to 
a deciding Game 5 of the NL Di¬ 
vision Series, poking a tying sin¬ 
gle in the eighth inning and then 
lifting a sacrifice fly in the 10th to 
beat the Braves 5-4 Monday. 

“I like those moments,” Molina 
said. 

No kidding. 

Molina slung his bat far into the 
outfield after his winning swing, 
and the crowd at Busch Stadium 
roared with the longtime heart of 
the franchise. 

“An elite, special player, that’s 
what he is,” Cardinals manager 
Mike Shildt said. 

Game 5 will be Wednesday 
back in Atlanta. The Cardinals 
will have ace Jack Flaherty on 
the mound, and the Braves will 
go with Mike Foltynewicz. 

“In front of our home fans 
on Wednesday a Game 5,” first 
baseman Freddie Freeman said. 
“That’s what it’s all about so we’ll 
be ready to go.” 

Kolten Wong led off the St. 
Louis 10th with a ground-rule 
double against Julio Teheran. 
After Goldschmidt was inten¬ 
tionally walked, Wong advanced 
on Marcell Ozuna’s forceout and 
easily scampered home on Moli¬ 
na’s fly to the front of the warning 
track in left field. 

Wong threw his hands in the 
air as he ran toward the plate. 
Molina rounded first base with 
his bat in hand, then flung it away 
as the celebration erupted. He 
discarded his batting helmet as 
the rest of the Cardinals poured 
onto the field. 

“I lost it right there,” the 37- 
year-old catcher said. “I think I 
tossed the bat in the bullpen.” 

Molina also made a throat¬ 
slashing gesture as he left the 
field. Braves star Ronald Acuna 
Jr. made a similar motion across 
the top of his chest after hauling 
SEE CARDS ON PAGE 26 
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